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he author and publishers would like to express their thanks to 1 lerr 
Eckbert von Witzleben, the archivist at the Auto Museum Volks* 
hTicn ui Woltdwg and his colleagues, I ran Renale Sanger, Frau M. 
Reitig and Herr Roland HendeL who were so helpful in arranging 
Hiltt ■ ■■ lor photographs in the Museum and for opening the photo¬ 
graphic archives tor consultation. The majority of the historical 
pheto-Lii.iphs reproduced in this book were obtained from the 
Museum's archive the remainder coming from the author's own 
.oik .iiun thanks also to Volkswagen's Press Office in Wolfsburg and 
to Paul Bucket of Volkswagen UK for pictures of Concept I and the 
New Beetle. 

\ .ptx-Ml expression of gratitude should also be offered to the 
owners who patiently sat through long days in the studio to allow us lo 
ld< the photopaphs of their Lnulmai k cars that are featured 
throughout the book. 



Keith Seume is a Volkswagen enthusiast of long standing, having 
driven his firs! Beetle at the age of 14. He became a motoring journalist 
in 1976. In 1987 he launched Volksnwrld magazine, a publication 
devoted to the V W Beetle, of which he is current!v Consultant Editor. 
He b the author of several other illustrated books un the Beetle in it*- 
many guises, including 77;c VW Beetle Custom Handbook, VW Beetle 
C iMtciilmlts iituf Cabriolets, Essential V P. Beetle Gtriidtl California Ljx)k 
V W and The Air-Cooled V VV Interchange Manual. 

Keith became involved in building race engines for VWs in 1974 and 
was active in raWycross and circuit racing for the next few years. He 
started drag racing Volkswagen* in 1988 and has succeeded in -winning 
three class championships in his own drag racers His current stable 
contains no fewer than four Beetles, including the rare Okrasa*engined 
1951 model featured in this book. 
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INTRODUCTION 


T s \ j yn fvytle reunion tin.' world s mo*4 jxjplilat 

f \ i'j> u*t j :i tlu p:v wat dish'ii ha** survived lor 

V 1 I P 

Mftsi fifty vam^ tv* become the most suctcssfuI ear ever built. 
• -t'. ; th■>* p*>.ivtu, *••.•*« c, i? : j ..’t b\ Ford s legendary 

V ' ■ - ’ hvvv :ts..i - 'ti I h^it the Ik vile continues to win 
new .»Jfmrv*s . j i\s|nmin\ to tin ttrneJvssnesis ot the original 

t VtH He u isp| r wt v UIK\*| 

1 hi \h.n\ h> .-ib h,i k sn a |H»litu all\ -unstable Germany ot 
' i ^ontfv H’.itihm ; lot an identih a leader, a pride. 

With the i —., 1 1 ’i v - "i,in as of a new figurehead bv the 
name ot \\Mt 11itWf the scene was mH tor a major upheaval 
1 k i ’• u.i y.ail Is--1 hetnip.ut v>t World IV'nr 1 had cost 
rtinmv dear an expenditure of ehurt fifOtn which it would 
v u n u* ri\i>ver 4 'one Memingh forever, were the da vs 
’f >'''• 'm>.'hih- mdustrv .Kminuted b\ luxun car manu¬ 


facturers kii | 


ere 


vs.i ■* ne longer a market tor such ve 


‘5, 


; % v-or man people Miflerme from the effects oi a decli 
*■ ampiv iinjld iu* Iimper a irord to buv‘luxury goods, 

oi done luxun ears 

■■ man tn (he vtu-et daih lite meant walking or cycling 
' a n ” fu a enough monev to keep his family, but 
hoie moo S'lno rvxh motorev vies hut lew owned cars for 
i* \ v c. tee ,e--aiv ami lor most people, remained an un- 
11 dream i htiet however had tar grander ptails for 
’oiuiv men than others before him. Me env isaged a 
4 ■ ■ >.m : ' ■ ■* % r, v, i w liu h tr.H i lled evorvwhere bv car. along 


specially-buUt motorways, or Autobahnen. His vision of a c, 
tor the People - ,i Votksauto, in the popular parlance of t he tin 
- was met with a certain reticence by most people involved 
the contemporary automobile industry. After all, the likes 
Horvll, Adler and Daimler-Benz had each founded tlv 
reputations oh prand luxury cars, not on low-cost four-seat 
economy vehicles. 

Dr Ferdinand Porsche was one of just a few people w 
s ( i w the merits of I filler's vision as he, too, had been sketch) 
ideas for a Votksanto while working with companies such 
/tindapp and NSU. I litler's proposals called for a car whi 
could be sold for less than 1.000 Reichsmarks, a figure coi 
sidered ludicrous by most industrialists, although few had t 
courage to take the Fiihrer to task on the matter. For Porsch 
the figure was both an absurdity and a challenge. 

With (-filler'ssupport, Porsche's project readied fruition , 
the Kill' lAityn), or Slrength-Through-Joy Car, the name bei 
taken from the Nazi Kdl socialist movement. An ingenio 
Savings scheme wasannounced, whereby every worker enu 
bin '.lamps, the value of which eventually added up to t 


acta 
Nls u 





iNTKonuc rio\ 





cost of a new car - plus a few extras, such as compulsory insur- 
a nee and delivery charges. Several thousand people signed up 
to join the. scheme but the outbreak of World War II brought 
about its downfall. 

The story of live Volkswagen might have ended there, in 
PVTg but Mk h was the soundness of Porsche's design that the 
car rose, phoenix-like, from the ashes of the Wolfsburg factory 
where it was assembled. The tale of its rebirth is one of the 
great legends of automobile history, the almost derelict fac¬ 
tory being taken overby the British Army, which viewed it as 
a suitable location at which to repair worn-out military 
vehicles. Only when some of the officers, principal among 
them Major Ivan Hirst of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers, saw the potential offered by the Volkswagen, as it 
had become known, did production recommence. 

Ev the time the factory was handed back to the German 
people in 1949, the Volkswagen had proved its worth. In the 
hands of Heinz Nordhoff, the first post-war German head of 
the factory, soles of Porsche's dream cor went from strength 
to strength. Sadly, Eerdinand Porsche himself was unable to 


witness the incredible success story which followed, a story 
which saw every sales and production record broken, world¬ 
wide, In 1951, illness, largely brought on by a period of 
imprisonment in France, was to claim the life of the man with¬ 
out whom there would have been no Volkswagen, 

The full story of the amazing car which refused to die is told 
here in this book - a more fantastic story could nut have been 

■m 

dreamed up by Hollywood: a financially unstable country led 
by an equally unstable dictator who dreams of a car for the 
masses. Enter a far-sighted engineer with a team of willing 
employees. Mix with a world war and stir in members of the 

British Armv. The result: a world-beater in every sense. 

.#■ ■*> 

Since those far-off da vs, the Volkswagen has proved itself 
time and again to be one of life's great survivors* There have 
been many attempts to kill it off on the grounds that it was 
uneconomic to produce, ten.) slow and poorly equipped for use 
in today's more discerning markets, or for simply not being 
part of the grand plan as envisaged bv the heads of a modern 
car-manufacturing empire. But the Beetle simply refuses to lie 
down and die. Production continues unabated in South 
America and even Volkswagen's management itself has seen 
fit to recognize the worth of the name in marketing terms, 
applying the title New Beetle” to the latest small car to roll off 



the production line* 

Enjoy, then, the store of thi- world-beating car There never 
will be another to take its place, lot the Beetle truly is unique. 
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ItOU klEHvn ,iv | ICH'HY ill 

f S rdllUl lid 1 i" Ih■ Vi, , (Iu> of .l Well respected 

odu o Kts t.qht i .i' an appieiitive U\ leanl the skills of 
I hBu'v et ''-Mi ti mg lhr prospect u[ wirrving on the 
i h.ui K vn to I enim.md he luuUtts sight* set lar 
ot ih« f^lh vvnUin ,h ,i jvrUnt when engineering 
tfu h oik CMMmhm; .it ,in incredible rale 


IS, f i k i t! iruitt d ftsi^dw 
\%.\i bom tn TS” at 
Mil'll 1 ! %doH. in Alikin 1 
Hut^-in fi tvM' this gnvil 
nun «ho ultifiuldv it« 
W n>jXwislWf Mr thn birlh oS 
Iht- miM muyvnIiiI i .ir m 
.lutusmTivu iis-stiffy the 


The young Porsche enrolled at the \m \ 
technical college in Reichensbcrg and studi 1 
hard, soon developing a lasting interest in i 
relatively new areas of technology: domes 
electricitv and the internal combustion engi: 
Having witnessed the advantages of an el 
dent electrical supply find hand, wh 
visiting a nearby carpet factory, Porsche 
about converting his parents' home to fi 
new-found power source lie knew that hi 
electricity and the combustion engine wi 
going to prove of significant importance in i 
vears ahead and absorbed as much inform 
lion abmil them as he could find. 

Despite his thirsl for knowledge, Purse 
was not an academic man in the truest sens 
graduating from college with (lie low< 
grades of liiselns^ 11 is brother Oskar assunu 
ilu- mantle of running the family business an 
u ith all such thoughts now firmly behind hi] 
Porsche sought employment at Bela Lggei 
famous t nited Electrical Company 



THE BIRTH OF A DREAM 



I omkomgasse in Vienna, where lie began his 
career sweeping floors and acting as a main¬ 
tenance technician, 1 lowever, his talents were 
soon recognized, and after just four years he 
was appointed manager of the test depart¬ 
ment where he was able to experiment with 
some of lus ideas. 

Ironically, considering hLs poor academic 
grades at college. Porsche frequentIv sneaked 
secretly into lectures at the local university, 
where he was able In learn more about his 
favourite subjects. He began to sketch ideas 
for an electric car. a design which intrigued 
him, for he felt, quite rightly, that electrical!) 
driven vehicles have much in their favour. For 
one thing, they are quiet and for another, the . 
are totally without fumes. Only now, almost a 
century later, arc many of the major car man 
ufac hirers beginning to investigate the 
benefits of such a concept, 11 is first drawings 
were stolen, much to his fiancee Aloisia Kaos' 
fury, but this did not deter Ferdinand from 


continuing his work 1 lis tirst idea had been a 
highly-intriguing design, whereby each wheel 
ol a vehicle could be powered b\ its own elet - 
trie motor fitted within the hub. The thinking 
behind this somewhat radical idea was that, at 
the time, almost all cars suffered from poor 
transmission design. Power losses were 
simply too great, while the output and relia¬ 
bility of contemporary internal combustion 
engines left much to be desired. He developed 
his concept further and showed st to Ludwig 
Lohner. head of Jakob Lohner & Co, a well- 
established carriage builder in Vienna 

Lohner had himself already been investi¬ 
gating the 1 possibility of offering an 
electrically-powered vehicle, feeling that the 
noisy and smelly internal combustion engine 
would probably not appeal to his more staid 
customers, I lowever, although Lohner had a 
solid customer base and was an accomplished 
carriage builder,, his company lacked die tech¬ 
nical expertise to produce the sort of vehicle 


he proposed. Purse hi - designs and obvious 
talent were just what Lohner needed and, in 
18^8, he offered the young engineer a job . 
his designer. 

Overnight Success 

The result of this collaboration was the 
Porsche-Lohner Chaise, an electric vehicle 
with Porsche s beloved hub-tlrive motors, 
which proved capable ot covering somebdkm 
(FO miles} without recharging. The design so 
impressed Lohner that he asked Porsche to 
take the car to the 1900 Paris Universal 
Exposition where it was the subject oi great 
interest, so much so that it was awarded a 
Grand Prize. At a time when motoring matters 
were dominating thinking, Porsche’s success 
at the exposition made him iamous overnight. 

The next step was to develop a new vehicle 
which combined electric power with the inter- 
nal combustion engine. A Daimler petrol 
engine was used to power generators which. 
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l-tvit^unuil lilt- - Poradie was still only in l«s 
car! v thirties he talked the value of access 
in competition as far AS car sales were con¬ 
ed ned 1 le entered three cars in the 1 m Prims 
Heinrich endurance trial and all three won 
attittds The following year, Porsche entered 
an entirely new, streamlined car which earned 
the title of Tlripctf/bfW# or Tulip-shaped* 
Austro-Daimler cars won a total of twelve of 
ihe hi* von teen lest starts aiui took the ilrst 
three prizes, the lead car driven by Ferdinand 


Military Matters 

With the threat of war in Europe looming 
ever burger, Porsche found hlitfidf increas- 
mglv involved with designing aero-engines 
tor Austro-Daimler. These impressive unite, 
each capable of producing over 3O0bhp yet 
weighing far less than their contemporary 
rivals were used in both aircraft and dirigi- 
tiles. In P>I3, he calk'd upon to design a 


tractor unit capable of pulling an irtirm - 
mortar developed by the military. 1 lis di i 
was based upon the principle of petrol/, 
trical power first used in tlie Mixt car 
Lohncr. It almost goes without saying the 
design was a success and saw regular ,u \ 
throughout World War I. 

However, the war resulted in defeat U 
Ca rman Empire and the consequent coll 
ol its financial fortunes. At a stroke, there 
little or no demand for the fine vehicles v. 
Porsche had been responsible for desi 
while employed with Lohner and At 
Dai filler. However, Porsche was not os 
look on the black side. Instead he real 
there would soon be a demand for an 
pensive family car, capable of fulfilling 
role pioneered by l ord s legendary Model 
America. Others in his company were not 
convinced, feeling that Austro-Dan 
should continue to build the large, quality 
ousines tor which it was famous. Even v. 



Ltfi: Tlit 7a\ nd,117|?Type I, 
tiuk \a tlu- in April 
l tJ 32 It derived from 
11 jrsc lie's Prt *ft-i. E \o 12 ( ir. 
featured iuisioii Kir 
su^|)emia)i with .1 rear 
rnoUfi eilgi m v i) f i ,i J u I 

L'onilguraticui It is believed 
ihisv.ir Hifvivt-il until a* L’ 
a> 1WI when it w*i* 
opfj&rtfitly destroyed In au 
,Or r.xnf on Oh* VW fadetr\ 



if* *?. Om* oi the three Type 32 
prototypesbuOt ftw-KSU in 
1^34 Hiss iv ontuf two 
'.■ahih k.ituri-a bimjyivork by 
the Draui Wow nr. 
roit>trucu , d nt art ititrLil 
IivithiT over a wotvlin frame 
pepukilv known .1-. tlu- 
A eymartn Inhnlijue. 


Bi r loa*: Several prototype 
engine designs would Ih v 
tried Evefnfv IVif- be titled 
on hiv find I choice. This o.irlv 
hori mu 1 L\] I v i ip| s >ht d fuiif“ 
cylinder iinit proved prime lo 
seizing due to 1.1 l*itk of 
adequate cooling - note ilie 
jl)M'lU’e Of .in Oikci*o|sT 
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the company received a commission to build a 
small, lightweight sports car for competition 
use - subsequently called the Sascha - the 
directors showed no enthusiasm. Again 
Porsche's design was a success but Austro- 
Dalmler refused to make more funds available 
to develop it Ultimately, after an explosive 
meeting with the company's financiers, 
Porsche stormed out 

The German Daimler concern was quick to 
make him an offer and Porsche was appointed 
to the position of technical director and 
became a member of the board at the Stuttgart 
factory. His blunt manner did not always 
go down well with the somewhat conserva¬ 
tive Daimler management, but he soon earned 
the respect of his workforce. He proceeded 
to design a number of impressive vehicles 
under Daimler's prestigious Mercedes name, 
several of which were to become legends in 
their own lifetimes, such as the mighty SB and 
SSK models with their thundering super¬ 
charged engines. 



Iri ZundappS pkn 1 * &IW 
S(>T ,e W .1 S' rf-(\K>U* 1 , fiv t*- 
olmjti iiiiiul lt^w, .1 
design H hfizb FoocSi* w.t*- 
ntunt tnf Irupp^ about Tbw is 
j kk^lgn drawing im wKit 
(veame Prosed N<> SQL 

J'Viim-LJ tlllkf JUBf 
t-jfescT-Ht-d with the idea im a 
Korii-lM^g Carman fitting 
ifj fn 11n obsess-ifi li -3 
Fcfiichf to desil^: the -.lifvtr 
mitd-i'r.- 4 ’• *ii Vaio-Liuer 
kHkIi h.i>i j top vpiV-ii dnw 
to 320ksn h i.2f0iflph'i F 



Troubled Times 

However, Porsche si ill longed to be able to 
push forward his idea for a car for the masses, 
but once again mot with resistance from his 
employers. Ironically, one of the reasons why 
his pleas were met with indifference was that, 
as the economy was in decline, Daimler felt it 
should concentrate on building only profit¬ 
able models. To Daimler, that meant large, 
luxury vehicles, not some small, low-cost 
family cars. Once again, a disagreement with 
management saw Porsche's departure from 
Stuttgart, this time following the merger of 
Daimler and Benz & Cic in 1926. With more 
than a hint of irony, the alleged cause of the 
disagreement was over the reliability of a neu 
small ear called the Stuttgart! 

Porsche was immediately offered a position 
at Steyr, in Vienna* and in 1929 he found him¬ 
self heading lor Iris homeland- At Ble\r, he 
was responsible for the design of two success - 
fit] cars, a small saloon very much along the 
lines of Daimler s Stuttgart model and a 
larger limousine, called the Austria. Both v\ere 
fine vehicles and met with much acclaim, 
especially when displayed at the 1929 Pans 
Motor Show. However, Porsche's euphoria 
was short-lived for Steyr collapsed and the 
company's affairs were, coincides lallv. 
handed over to the same financiers who ban 
died Austro-Dataller. With his enthusiasm lor 
car iiknmi.K till ing at an all-time Ion 
Ferdinand Porsche turned his back on further 
employ orient within the car industry! and 
headed tor Stuttgart once more to open a 
design stidio the Porsche Bureau through 
which he could offer M> service to industn 
,is an engineering consultant. Hie dale >*ns 
1st January, 1931. 
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i tv. the more the stisiH'irsion is deflected. the 
slitter n becomes 

So some of the elements of the future IkxHle 
were starting to tome together: a downturn m 
flu 1 German eeouonn Porsche's hug hold 
dream toi .1 small car and now the ideal mis 
pension system. What was missing was a 
compnm prepared(ogivePorscheInshead. A 
tempting ofler vvus to mine hum an nnlikol\ 
source, 

tn PGG Ferdinand was approached by a 
Soviet delegations who wished to offer him the 
opportunity to emigrate to the l SSR ami 
become an industrial designer The offer was 
extivmeh tempting, for the Soviets offered 
Porsche everything he eon Id want including a 
new home Inf his wife and family, a blank 
cheque and the possibilits of starling work on 
a small eai lor the masses, l towevei despite a 

visit to the USSR which left him very 
impressed, Porsche felt that hr could not bring 
hirnsell to tutn hi*, back on bis homeland and 


tlk'team he had built up around him. 

Reluming to Ins design bureau, Porsche 
soon found himseN m contact with Irit/ 
Neium ver head ol the /iindapp motoreyt le 
company Neii mover, like Porsche, believed 
that the time was right lor the introduction ol 
a small cat a Wei Nit ufo which would appeal 
to the person who wished to progress from 
ruling a motorcycle lo owning a family cur 
Indeed, Zundopp had even been sketching 
some ideas of rls own 

Project Nu 12 

For Ferdinand Porsche, the whole comepi 
of a car for the people had become something 
of an obsession. I le devoted much time and 
effort, and his own money# to designing a 
small carol revolutionary layout The design, 
known as Project No 12, was a strange looking 
vehicle with a sloping nose, curved rear body¬ 
work and u rear-mounted engine The reason 
fin the latter configuration was to provide 


better traction on indjlfcreui road surfaces, 

* mui rhing that may have been .i problem din* 
to I be vehicle s low weight Naturally# 
Pofst he's Ivli wed torsion bar suspension was 
also part ol the plan 

Perhaps the most Us him ally iniriguing part 
ol the design was the engine ilsell ,i peculiar 
threen ylinder unit with the cylinders 
mounted radially about tiiecranf hall rather 
like an aircraft engine An cooling help'd 
keep both the cos| and ihe weight lo .i mini¬ 
mum Also worthy of note was the lai k of a 
s nu\cnlional < 1 1 .i- r. Pi«r*• h* ‘ • wort on an 
craft design had led him to appreciate the 
i|uite considerable weight benefits that could 
be had by careful strengthening of wlval m ight 
Otherwise appear to lx* a rather weak design 
A rial, sheet metal pan with a * entr.il backbone 
member was made more rigid by the clever 
use of small, but effective, ribs pressed int*3 the 
metalwork. 

After tiniv months devoted to perfecting 
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u* ua» thanked tor his 
t nu>!k’\ and given one of 
e ,un >\ It i> worth noting 
led in regular use until 
believed to have been 
ii-i-iid on the factory. 
h Ih 1 was disappointed at 



the outcome of Project No 12. It was a classic 
case of MMiear vel-sodar. 

t lowevrr, hope was in sight when Fritz von 
Falkenhayn, head of the* NSL company, let it 
he known that his company was interested in 
developing a lo/.tamfn, or People's Car. 
Porsche once more rose lo the challenge and 
produced a prototype - Project No 32 This 
was similar to its Ziindapp predecessor, but 
more refined in tls overall appearance. The 
headlamps, for example, were incorporated 
into the front wings and the whole body shape 
was more graceful. The greatest improve¬ 
ment, as far as Porsche was concerned, was 
the adoption of an air-cooled engine, this time 
a four-cylinder horizontally-opposed design, 
not unlike the aero engines he had designed 
for Austro-Daimler. 

A total of three prototypes were built and 
each proved to be a success, despite continu¬ 
ing problems with the torsion bar suspension, 
The cause of the breakages was discovered to 
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terrain. Tv* o ex-rimpto, oho .1 
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.itv shown here at l lie Stelvio 
Pass in ihe Italian Alps 
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VW 2 Cflbriu (centra). 
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be a matter of incorrect heat treatment of the 
metal, not one of a flawed basic concept. Von 
Falkenhayn was delighted with the cars, being 
especially impressed by the performance, and 
gave his approval to further development of 
the Volk&titto. 

The Rise of Hiller 

I lowever, history was about to be made in 
German political circles when, on 30th 
January, 1933, an ambitious Adolf I filler was 
appointed C hancellor of Germany by von 
I linden burg, the President. 1 filler head of the 
German National Socialist Workers' (or Nazi) 
party, was an unashamed car enthusiast. 
Indeed, ten years earlier he had spent the last 
of his party's funds on buying himself an 
expensive Mercedes-Benz for "official pur¬ 
poses". I I is first official engagement was to 
open the 1933 Berlin Motor Show, where he 
look the opportunity to speak out about his 
grand plan to motorize Germany, building a 
network of motorways - or autobahnen - along 
which the German people could travel in their 
Very own cars. Quite what inspired I litter to 
have this vision is unclear - his own love was 
for powerful, high-performance cars, even 
though he never himself learned to drive a 
vehicle. Possibly the idea came to him while 
he was in prison, some ten years earlier, where 
he read a copy of l ferny Ford's autobiog¬ 
raphy. ford's writings captivated the young 
1 filler, with their tales of mass production and 
cheap motoring - or maybe it was simply the 
fact that Ford was known to hold anti-Semitic 
views that appealed to 1 filler's imagination. 

Whatever the reason behind it, Hitler's 
speech sent shock waves through the German 
car industry, for few of the larger, well-estab¬ 
lished manufacturers had shown any interest 
in a Vmksatito. as Porsche was only too well 
aware. At the time, he was working with N'SL 


Ben/ on the race tracks of Eun>[ 
Mercedes had been given a govemmei 
sidv bv Hitler, Porsche argued that 
Auto-Union deserved the same Hiller dts 
agreed, feeling that Germany onh needed one 
outstanding car in order to beat foreign rivals 
Porsche argued long and hard laving out the 
proposed technical specification of the Auto 
Union: a mid-mounted, V-lo engine torsion 
bar suspension with trailing arms at the trout, 
swing-axles at the rear, and an impressive 
streamlined bod\ By the end ol hkouibuist 
Porsche had com im ed I filler ol his argument 
and a subsidy was made available to Auto 
Union. The result was a series ot race cars 
which not only beat the Mercedes Ben/ team 
cars on a regular basis, but ako dominated 
Grand Prix racing in Hu rope' Thev were 
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In I a nu at \ l l H4, I Idler oniv again 
addressed the crowds ,\t tlie Berlin Motoi 
Show talking further ol his wish for Ai.ir tin 
the jX'Ople the dillcience this veai was that 
In now lie lud been appointed ITihreideader) 
nt the Nazi pam and his avoids had tar more 
political clout than they had twelve months 
earlier Shortly afterwards. he asked to meet 
Ferdinand Poise he to discuss thru mdicidual 
ideas I Inn found lhe\ had much m common, 
not onl\ in terms of car related topics, but abo 
in their background for I tiller had also been 
horn in the ku kwoods ot Austro Hungary. 
T he two discussed at length their ideas lor a 
anal! car, t fillet listening intently to Porsche's 
plans ! hose called tor a car that weighed 
apptmimatch h~0kg (1 Betb),could travel at 
lOdkm h thZmph) and used an aircooled 
engine capable of producing around 2b horse 
pow er I litfer agreed that the engine should he 
aii-coolcd but added that the car should be 
able to travel KlOkm lor every sewn litres of 


tuel i Idrnpgi and cruise at. nut jnsl reach, a 
speed ol UKlkm/h (F2mph) On the Mihje* c ot 
i osl l’orsi he loll at this early stage that such .1 
^ar could be built for around RNf 
(Reichsmark) I,WO 

I lie Volksalto 

11 1 1 lev was excited about the project and 
ordered the RDA *Kr fdjsCiThvnd ,/c? I hvhrb u 
UtfrMnrbtfitutifrtrii' f or i ierman motor industry 
cissiK lalioid to proceed with the scheme live 
K1 )A was to work with Porsche and a cuntrai 1 
w as drawn up which held two surprises for 
1 he designer the time allocated to inn id three 
prototypes was to be ten mouths, not one yeai 
as Porsche had Initially hoped, and the cost 
would be no more than UM900! Porsche 
thought I Idler must be mad on both accounts, 
but looked upon the whole thing as a chal¬ 
lenge that he would try to meet The RDA 
called on the rest of the car industry to become 
involved with the project, bid then was little 


enthusiasm lot I he « heme Most 1 hong Id if 
impr.n tiwil v. Idle ni bet s i esent* -■ l live involve 
men I ol Put si hr evidently jealous ■>! his 
seemingly close relationship with I jitb 1 If tin 
truth be known, ills 1 relationship rdmded no 
Imthei than n common love of the concept ol 
a l a/Asaufn Porsche had no political aspire 
lions and never showed any enthusiasm for 
Nazi principles 

As there was little support from I he rest of 
the industry, Porsche look it upon himself and 
Ins learn to build the Vatk aide prototype** at 
Ivis Stuttgart garage. After ten months of hard 
work, the vehicles were a ill not ready and. d 
the 193S Berlin Motor Show, l idler was forced 
lo make a speech that was, to those in Ik 
know, an exercise in stalling for time lie 
promised testing ■>] the prototypes by mid 
year, although Porsche knew' this would not 
be possible, I low ever. Hitler was not one b 
lose face and he remained up-beat and confi¬ 
dent about the whole project. 
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1938 VW38 CABRIOLET 


F: 


am the \c\ beginning a cabriolet Version vl tlit,* People's 
ill IuJ Kvn envisaged Indeed. the early V series of 
ptWotvj*e> built m \w}\ had included a cabriolet, designated 
the V ' Hu- example ^hou n is the earliest survival and carries 
the chassis nutnK'i -I Nuuullv constructed, the YVV38 
cabriolet shared the sime chassis and running gear as the 
tvntemporaiv saloon model and proved to be very popular 
among the high-ranking otikuitdom ol the time. Several 
phv'Uva iphs e\i a oi Ydoli I Idler and Hermann Goering 
bourne Areat mteo a m the VW >S cabriolet and I tiller rode 
it the factory cornciMoiu’ lav me ceremony in May 1938, 
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Mk’i-, Hu- MVlTtlU itlr'lihj,: ill 
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Ah ’At- Mechanically, iIil’ 
cabriolet h\in iilfiilkMl 
(if ti n sjIixhi Nt.iEik'moIri with 
a VS.xv engine and nun- 
lYu ir^paifd 

iransmiiwii'n, Moic I he simple 
“iiuisImjmrC air-filler fitted 


ilh the tiny Sob-s i 'irhurethir 
1 hv cabling gut and 
generator v.i i, driven from 

ihi- LT.mV .Itjil by ,3 single 
fvll. If Ihh broke. the cngini- 
would qukJdy overhe,n and 
seize. 
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to tost nutcinls or achieve accu 
rale machining tolerances failures ot some 
kind held to bo expected. Indeed there were 
several members ot the RP \ who must have 
secretly hoped the whole project would prove 
to bo abortive l nder the watchful ovo of 
U ilhelm V onu;; the KP.Vs project manage* 
the test programme wont ahead w\ earnest and 
it was not long before teething troubles made 
their presence toll. 

One car suiteied problem 4 ' With Ike tiisilt 
wheel bearings burned out its valves and ikon 
suffered brake failure on two occasions. All 
three cars suffered bom broken crankshafts so 
regulavh that the '-took of spares was soon 
used up. Daimkr ben.- oast some more hut 
thin loo broke ItwasouU whim replacement 
t T.mksUalts were forged that the problem was 
effectively sol veil 

The final outcome of IUis programme was a 
n pi at penned In Yorwig, wliii U pronounced 
the basii, design to bo sound, t Vvpitr his asso 



tint ton with the RD\ and tkeretoiv almost 
mat i nmpalluex Yorwig was furred to »on 
eede that there worn lew flaws in the overall 
concept. Ike main l.ulures that had been 
expeneined during the test period could be 
attributed to Ike tael that the cars hail been 
built tindci loss than favourable conditions, 
using materials that wore hetjUenlU u| impel 
loci t]ua!iU No part of I ho sepoi l. other than 
the matter of price, slrm k a negative chord i i 
Ear as t liller was concerned the RI)A was 
still iif the opinion that the tar could not be 
built as cheaply as the biihrei had hoped. 

Hie go-ahead was given to build a further 
series ot thirty prototypes (\ \\ which were 
to be lest tinven by some 200 army drivers, 
,u vompunied bv uniformed SSoltuvrs to keep 
an ey r 1)11 things. I he extensive test schedule 
called for each car to cover 80.000km 150,000 
miles), with the drivers showing no mercy 
Indeed, the army personnel had been chosen 
specifically, as their lack of mechanical sym¬ 


pathy was most hi i h in miil.ile that of the 
avi rage (u rinaiv worl ► r who- had piohablv 
never even driven a tar before The cats 
passed this nrw test with (lying lulours, 
although tire mudnuini pixed of 100km/h 
0i2mphJ proved i«» hi a Ul 1 U- d if tit uh to a Main 
at tunes. Only when an alirtnalit i’ l f ■ Ici pro 
tolvpe engine was tried did the prrlnnn.iin «■ 
signilu anlly improve 

A lurther ■ eie - of 11 i arx the V W e , 
built in l l Ox with ■ evciul detail t hango. made 
to the design and engine lonstmclion to take 
mto account the lessons burnt by the W'u 
test programme. I ke new ear was virtually 
identical to the eventual production \* i aon 
and included stub additions as a pan ot D 
shapes! rear windows (previous prototype 
had none), front hinged doors as nppo 1 * f to 
rear hinged "suicide'’ doors and running 
boards between the front and rear wings. 
Mechanically, (lie VW38 used theW5etengine 
seen in the VW30# which produced 24bhp JUld 
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Ikk'it’: I fillet's dtistm h.id 
been iti build -i ear which w\is 
tvilhlft ilie rr.nh lit the wmC 
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I j: fi m* IWIkTbn 
Motor ^hmv viw the wlfirwI 
puhUi: hunch of Uw KdF* 
VVjgen A ii«iini«ruif*itive 
nits mu 
ptinksf to rt-IebrsiU’ I he 
is i .ision, one s«f ihrvi 1 dilut¬ 
ing Lirultn.irlk-' in i li-mvm 
tram perl 


il'kiM tif the KlIF- 

Wiigi'ti lYrnMhsphyi'd lh 
jmhlii ihronghcut Germany, 
lo drum upsiipfwt fur the 
savings sflwme which was 
put trs plait 1 lo alUiw the 
■werkcfs lu huy their nu n t.ir. 
(VTheieYir the cars ivi-nt, liio* 

Jrew a Iat>;eenuvJ. 




.V ■ e^irs>ko o! : Ti'm v t'lmni (2.75 \ 
- : or speed transmission was ot a 

,r*i v, \.o oesigm w hereby the final drive unit 
was moewporated within the S\me casing as 
the gear duster itself. With Porche s Moved 
torskm bar suspension, the car had a kerb 

' ■” " Simile 100kgt2MI^ 

nxw had originally been hoped 

1: ’" : :c : ; l .> weight gain the \ V\ 5S 

‘ N immediate pt^prvduction succwsor 
the \ A wea ca pable of reaching - and 

,-.a—umrg - a ceasing of UVkm h 
(tCnt ph> 

J “ v — *tcr o« hoyv and is here the new car - 
: ’ v 1X1 u referred to by ewnbody as the 
*' or People s Car - would be pro- 

auct\. ;vac nt*mamed as much a mvsten to 



I orsehe as it did to most others involved in the 
protect It became obvious that them could be 
on!v one satisfactory solution and that w 
huild ,i new factory from the ground up on 
" hat is known today as a 'green held site". A 
stv.tvn was made l«> ftntl the ideal location; it 
should be near a canal or river to allow the 
easy transport of raw materials, and dose to a 
source of labour. Eventually the Nth century 
estate of Count von Schulenburg, Schkiss 
VVolisbuig at Fallersleben, was chosen 
although it has to be said that the C ount had 
vcr\ little say in the matter. Von Schulenburg 
B ou traged at the idea of having to hand 
over a proportion of his land and protested at 
the highest level, but to no avail. 
L nfortunatelv, because of the proximity of the 


Mittelland Canal to this estate, the Fullers- 
k-ben site seemed perfect 

KdF'Sfflt 

UilliT appointed a young architect, by the 
name of Peter Roller, to design the new fac¬ 
tory and its construction was overseen bv 
Robert Ley, chief oi the Nazi Parly Labour 
Organization. Heeding lessons learned during 
l orsche's visits to the USA (a second had been 
made largely in an effort to tempi expatriate 
German technicians to return to their home¬ 
land), the new factory was built to the highest 
standards and followed the latest designs 

employed by the leading American manufac¬ 
turers oi iJit,* time. 

^n 26th May, 1938, the cornerstone of the 
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new factory was Hid as part of a grand cere¬ 
mony, in which Adott Hitler made an 
impressive sptvch outlining his plans tot tlu 
future. In it he referred to the new car not ^ 
the VolkHi'iW'it bul as the KdJ Way Itoalh 
the Strength Through Joy car. The kdl ek ■' 
i /rO f li /Tcwi/e) movement was lus hi a in HuM 
conceived lo motivate the German people by 

giving them a sense of purjHise promising 
them cheap housing hohdavs and ot course 
low-cost motoring. 1 he new town built to pro 
vide housing foi the work force would be 
allied the KdL Stallt lie also announced a 
revolutionsrv plan to allow the low pud 
winkers to buv then own kdl W agon 

1 he- scheme was clever of that theie is ito 
doubt for ii ottered potential customers the 


opponunitv to eav v s.s.v savmgs stamp? ... 
RM5 each \ total o 50 stamp? cade 
book and the total cos' ei each a: u.'> sc: a: 
RNMP, l lowtfvv: on too o: :h:s v a RS 1 ,^, 
deltvetx chargx' and R\l2tV :or a two-vear 
* xnnpuhot\ insuiance sc-leaae v i'r.sic,t. ;.’g 
that the average we; ko: > w\-ge as gae more 
than KMW SV \\: month fa t era was not 
quite the bargain it nvw haw first seemed. 
IVspue that, no fewer than W people 
sigmd up tor the scheme, p:\mdaa.a the gov 
eminent with no lesv than nnUion 


Whi 


incouw 

Naturalh' this savings card i>" * 
scheme as like a ejtl from Ck\i as tat as the 
kdl programme was ooneei noi tot not onK 
did it provide mones up trout hu the w'hok 


rrovvt hut i; also amounted to the best possi- 

W. ~ fc, 

h’.e Tnarket rese arch an\\me could i .ush toi 
For example there were three different ver- 
the kciF-VVagon on offer: a regular 
ion a sum root model and a cabriolet, 
ihe\ opoiH\i I heir savings accounts, the 
workers had to state which nuclei they 
wanted this form oi subscription naturally 
giving the tacton a clear indication ot hov% 
mans oi each it would need to build. It is inter¬ 
esting to note that the majority of people chose 
to pav the extra RMc»d for the option a; sun* 
root model. What ;s more distressing is that 
not one of tho^e ‘VVo.sS people ever took 
deliver) of their kdF-Uagen under the sav 
in^s scheme. The outbreak of Work! l A ar 11 in 
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In November ol that vear, another version 
was hinll bawd this time on the niuch- 
imprmvd VVV is saloon. The result was a f <1 r 
superior vehicle which clearly deimjnMrated 
that the concept Wft§ worth pursuing. This 
\ VV variation, the Porsche type w as 

is)vnp|H‘J with iiitvaoHius ojhh Kxlvwork 
hut no doors simple canvas flaps provided 
weather prohvinm when needed, Meihani- 
callv ilii vehitle was unchanged from its 
civilian counterpart tie Pat-tour, air 

. tHtlixi citgitu providing all the power 
mve oiv loi Mich .1 lightweight machine. 

In 19.19, in u prototype was displaced at 
the Vienna l air which had the designation 
Up' fC nu V\Yh2k This was the r^-^viIt ot a 
adlaborahon betwevn Porsche and the 3 nil/ 
uWi luvoiks m Gotha, a company well versed 
m building military macliinerv. Fhe Type n.2 
was a simple slab sided vehicle with a 
sharph sloping front and an abruptly cut-off 
Kick m paiate wmgs and a crude but well- 
proportioned canvas luxid In tests, the Tvpe 
b2 acquitted itself well, the light weight and 
real mounted engine allowing the Porsche 
designed prototype' to cope with slippery 
conditions with ease However, the inade¬ 
quate ground clearance remained a problem 
and precentrd the \ chicle f rom gaining accep¬ 
tance in military circle's it simple could not 
cope wnh any kind of rough terrain. Porsche 
tru>i fitting I Sin diameter wheels in place of 
tlu regular Itnn design, but that did little to 
help >o it was back to the drawing board. 


k libel wa gen 

' he result was the Type $2. a vehicle similar 
.r <v\le to the Type t>2 but with one major 
improvement far greater ground clearance 
This wa> achieved. at the front, bv relocating 
'be stub axles further down the steering 
knuode and at the back. bv the addition of a 
p m o* red net ion boxes, one at the end of each 
rear axle. The result was an increase in ground 
dearaxtoe from 220mm (S.6in> to 290mm 
Ain' at a stroke Adding these reduction 
boxes sowed another problem — the design 
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brief called sot a vehicle which could be 
driven at the walking pare ot a soldier cam 
ing a back--pack l his w as judged to be 4km h 
i2 ainpbl but with standard gearing, tin stow 
ust a Type nu could be driven was Skm h 
omphl Reduction bows allowed the overall 
gearing lo be lowered still further aiul (hu 
another problem was strived 1 ven with two 
wheel drive, the I vpc 82 became an 
accomplished off-road vehicle thanks to the 
addition ot a simple limited slip differential 
system L ntorUmaldv this was lo prove Iron 
Hesome and unreliable and it look a further 
two \ cars o! development in the field to linnlU 
i me the problems 

Production began m earnest in 1940, with 
the s. hassi' and dri\drain assembled in Kdl 
Sludt and the birdies In the American owned 
\mbulUidd company in Berlin. PartU due lo 
its bucket style seating (Kr/Msif:) and partly 
due to 1 1s shape, the new vehicle soon earned 
itself the nickname ol KflMittfgi’fJ or, literally, 


c /.'. ! irKI Whs lot 
Rommel iht*' 1 V-crl Oh 
vfltni 1 hr irtVisI Ills tiff h 1 thr 
Kii! sf|wjlit'n h.1\ Uriwf 
Knyed Into n mnu'in'M Fhc 
- ll^til iviighl 

|‘f rvi'fltt\f dliv tilling fftMll 
Ivtfty; JOittUlLiHl 
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TYPE 82 KUBELWAGEN 
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air mUkr Jouvrct 

frjr v. tf*d< 'vv atw 
Urj;' ififiJnc onci. 

A/iw Mi>v( JjnviTv jnvhTn-J 
lt» ritn with (h* dimn J' 
(lit* tlfiptWoi v tvlbflif V Tivvji' 
i! ri vi n>* t*a*«T 1K 0TH- 
pjitetnJ ircini dainagi’ 
hi a suh^nlwl AnJ-pUh- 
I kd lien- hook* HIT* 
it? aiknv 
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, I dightlv uure.wod jxnver output of just 
2^hhp vtithi n nt to silence any critics who 

Fr.iLiht have vomplairied about the l \ pe 82 no! 
rmi Di’i; tin required standards 

Shortly after the kiibdwagen went into pro 
duttion, work began on developing an 
wnphibious v roi^n. The propel was given the 
factory designation Type 128 and resulted m 
tub hki vehk le based on Tv p* S2 components 
bisi with ihe added advantage of four-wheel 
die e u - ,(t|v with p*or terrain,The first pruts- 
up KiM*d on a modified kulvlwagen. was 
put to the test in July l u 40and •■erved to prow 
dial, oner again, Porsche's basic design was 
s-mni Itv tht end of S’ptember that vear. a 
niimkf of hand-built prototype's hail under 
;< nr rvIrtlMU testing SR the Mavf’Vtll Ne 
near Stuttgart, these having more rounded 
taskwork with a hull-like lower half. 

Mon ha iik' rilh th« i \ pe I2H shared the same 
engine and hash transmission as its forebears, 
but driii-e was taken from the front tit the 


HU mut \i\ Rt .i s 





transide tor ward to a separate differential 
unit mounted adjacent \o the front adebeam 
l'wo driveshalis with universal joints trans¬ 
mitted power to the front wheels while, at 
h>lh ends ot the vehicle, rubber seals pre¬ 
vented the ingress of watei into either the 
interior or the engine Im\ both differential 
units were equipfvd with a limited slip 
s\ stem and an extra (.ross-aumln ratio was 
added to the ge, irbo\ The Fypo IdSeouKI tie 
driven in either two- or four-wheel drive 
movies the selection being made b\ the same 
lever which selected cross-country gearing, 

Fo provide motive power when in the 
amphibious mode a pro poller was fitted to 
the rear ot the Type 12S. with the drive being 
taken hum the end ot the crankshaft. In nor¬ 
mal, on road use the propeller was hinged up 
out ot Ihe wav but il could be swung down 
into position when the vehicle eitteied the 
n alei It is interesting to note that the rear 
wheels continued to turn in the water helping 





afvn, 1 iiF- f imi 
Sdiwiminwsi^i-n pima-it In 
hr cun' tH (jlf HUM 
tniUOrv v^klcks uf -i tl him-, 
M hnnu- oti Litul nr 
w.iIit. Fti-rvdii ivtflv 


pnOui lkun mtslk’l i ihuwn 
itnJvr^ning triiils Hi ihi- 

VUUi‘limit { .ulf.ui'n! Ici 

lit*- i.ntnu In ihn 
kukj'nujiut .trcMunrof t!s^ 
wnr|it*tV hcnJM.^ 


M’.i- Ut*‘ l'ypt* I2fc 
is*H’nluil|y .i '-tn It hod 
Sohwtiumwi-flpon but diJ 
pniw ha .1-* mcit-v^lul du 
ik kmgor wlnufthaw-jm! 
uruinT Imtl Wit ti tfh 1 m. 


whu-itt tlflvoaml amptiOmn** 
Uixihllfm, it *v.ih, htmrvrf. 
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t> tl- f r tativdy itcrf? draught 
Msrrtr SOon 131 SmJ 
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K x '’f The iuh like ^K\^> o| 
the s:hw lnuinu Jj^-ni •in Iv 
ide.irlv ’<vn ssi vietvn 

The Ur>'»' engim* .hwv. ml 
w deigned to help prevent 
ivaTi't twin getting inlo the 
engine Kiv tlio high shli'' 
tvlng "i ll jIwp ihe " ati i 
line 


|lSfi7O’0 


IWl The iU*hNwd of tin* 

3 \ pr tl>h lv.1" rtVfl IfliHv 

rudimentary ihaft libit of the 
KuKlK-i>ien IVinitial 
ms iti h |\un 1 luniMit .s imv 
*|vv-d,*meter and iithci miner 
eoniridv h\ front of (lu- driver 
K« re I hr indrlit'tioiw for 
M^ledlng four wheel-dm e 
and hm' ol the -pVia! lou 

T.llie gear \ 'tmj’teM r k 

ihriv *.}\'ke >ti i ling whivl 
was idenlk .d In lh.il of the 
KiiKd Control levers 
Ivtwivn lln 1 mmu included 
the gear trier and the 
■ehetoT tor high ami low 
Min" and fotlT-wheel driie 
T'he evtra jvd.il im I ho floor 
operated an .liiloniiilli 
grv.i>ing Mciljiv 


f jrft The simple hm\i folded 
down iryl of tlw wav hut 
offwftl little proirttiini w hem 
fiiind K udifnrnUn 
mudguards i*ffi+od vimdatk 
minimal protectfcxi 


l* 't Thtv rear ihn^niMftcr 

virw given a giwsd iluik .1 i!<>n 
of (he foe bit like nature of the 
SchH'lTnmwMRiTi Note t in 
high-mournoil * . IliuvI 
e.Mrra and fhr iTUifc air 
intaki 1 j^rfilh* behind the ervhpit 


tufL l^tvr !t> I lu front > 
w an Ji hivvcd l u lhon D 
dmvdvifl* w hie h wetv 
kvaltxl iihl tn hmJ the 
J.implidl ling.- .*s'*11 lini 
mjs| vn-'.utn vet up 
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man \tsm 11 me action on all 


i 1 i i U il'' 111 <11 ' 'I |\ f(’t s i|V 



u hit U as its superb oll-road 
allowiM ii to tackle terrain that no 


I % 



\ \ 1 



U could cojv with In most 
piow\t a t n more capable than a 
In total, i « 753 evunpU's wore 
n Wh' when thn lirst wriil into 
anJ l u M whi n a shortage oI taw 
things to a standstill 


al other mutations on the Type 82 
ipjvaiivl on I oi he > drawing board 
the war* some ot whkh were unite 


bizarre, such as the Type 155, a luM-ir. 
KuM wagon, and the lv|V 157 a mini 
dsigned to nut along railway tracks Oth 
versions included those converted to accet 
iw m rear wluvb lot better traction, radio cai 
tire tenders and numiturns carriers. I lowever 
two ot the more practical were the tvpe s 
■uid the I vpe 5 (often re I erred to simply, bi 
nu oi i evth, as the Type 57). The former vs.t 
essentially a KdF-Wagen bodyshell mount ts 
on a regular two wheel drive Kubehvage: 
chassis the greater ride height gi cing the veh 
cle better cn^ss-country capabilities whil 



ii r t YU T'vj.v kiumn ,i ■■ 
lb: K.>inttunit»uns 

ifj .i 

on the Mur ntuiT 
dmv Type l’S tunning gi-jr, 
Ik' iTWiVJiH'd rklf h«i>*hl 
rv-utUting in -.upwior oli-ro.i4 
iMpiahihlio. tX'spilv lht‘ 
proinijini^ fpcrilkabtfiL it 
print'd dirtkuti h* drive. 
tipediUv t»n itx- rwJ. 


Ryki The Type £4 ,it-*i 
rO lttiaJ it? .tv lhe k-lO) n av 
iwoi flaw vetut It-s twill in 
ainlc^l tlv pbnm-d Jk-rEid- 
Rirrm- mad race *>i I y ». 
Sjdh thi nuihreiCoJ iv.if 
pri'ct-nJUrd the men! irom 
kikini; ptacr The Type tU 
ckwh hinted .it [ho 
jTiduaMin of j iuturc 
W<sdws4e>igrted ‘port* car 
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J t~ft Many v« oi tin- 
hnK-ltv.^1, n wen' Klitl. 
ihdiktmg lluv lightly 
ho.trfv h.4Mr ,u k tlv 1 v js■ 
T" IV--psu- lln timv-iot 
nuMtisMl pmpitshin the 


I y|V !>" iSHMilUhsI tmfrly 

on the rnnv cm iuo.a fowl 
wheel* for suiting .Ollier 
'. tirtjiunis jiu liuhxi dummy 
Unkx lor Ifitinitij^, i?i 
jVvaMy ihs uv, [inirpe^ 


ah': l Tlv lirVl pfvvhMiOtt, 
kill f -lV,ij»en* wrn* 
ilfclritwh 4 iimoiig Iifi’Jv 
Milking fCa.'i l\my edlieiak 
lXjuI odier Svn 

hm- m IS-Mi.ire, tts'in till m 


right, the i.H’t d>^limxl (or 
Or lk4xs 1 ^ifennlt/, 

|V l T etdihiirhl he, 
t hiisU'ilk-j Telehtm .inst 

Hr Kiflvfl Ley. tin- he.nl uf 
ilt? j 3 .ihcmr i hg.inljf.iliun 


retaining the practicality o{ an enclosed saloon 
y m S he 1 vpc 8 was in hu t a four-wheel drive 
version of the regular Kiibel wagon, but the 
designatiim has populiiriy become associakd 
with what is more correctly known as the 
type 877 this was a KdF-Wagen saloon 
bodyshell on the running gear of the Type I2S, 
ti>ur-\x heel drive amphibious vehk le. 

Kommandeurwagen 

Known as the KuHiiriawrftffiritwgen* the Type 

877 was only built in small numbers - fust 667 

# 

were built between b 1 12 and 194^1 and, on 


paper at least, il clearly showed promise. 

I iowever, these four-wheel drive saloons 
were not easy cat s to drive, for the ratios in the 
front and rear differentials were not the same 
Today* it is not uncommon to find four-wheel 
drive vehicles in which different amounts of 
torque are applied to the front and rear 
wheels, but that is achieved bv such technol- 
ogv as viscous couplings* and the like. With no 
such technical delights available at the time, 
the Type 877 relied Upon a certain amount ot 
slippage on loose surfaces to prevent the 
drivel rain from tying itself in knots, The ^leer¬ 


ing was heavy and vague Lu \ mg an sen 
sation of veil ccntrlni; due to tho lorn wheel 
drive conversion hvrn on smooth lOritl -air 
tares, the Tvpe H77 teruh'il to ivimvi- its way 
down the road, fi also has to be aid that the 
sound gem rahst by thi‘roinplo\ transmission 
system was enough to drown even that gener¬ 
ated by the noisy air-cooled engine With a full 
pavloack the Type K77 welched en at a mas 
sively overweight I r 24dkg 7511b) more 
than enough for the poor 25bhp engine. 

Hut what of the b,iss« Kdl VVagen saloon ' 
As rvplanted at the end of the first < tuplvr, lint 
one of the t .ennan workers who signed up for 
the Sparkiirte scheme ever received their < a is 
although a fair proportion of them actually 
paid lor the car in toll Was it all a giant fraud ■ 
Frobahlv not, for the money paid into tin Kdf 
savings scheme was kept in a special aivount 
in Berlin and was found to be untouched alter 
the war. Sadly, the money was seized by the 
Soviet forces and was never seen again. Up 
until August 1940, a total of 54 Kdf saloons 
had been built, along with sh cabriolets. All 
were destined for testing purposes or use by 
high-ranking officials. It is worthy of note that 
few of these officials ever appeared to Use 
their Kdl -Wagens, preferring to be seen in 
their more glaniorous Mercedes. 

Official priiductum commenced on 11th 
July, 1941, somewhat late in the day ti’ be ot 
any use to the workers. The first cars were 
delivered on 3rd September and, by the lime 
production finally ceased, on 7th zXugust^ 
1944, some 630 saloons and a further 13 cabri¬ 
olet^ had been built, again prindpalh for use 
bv the mihtary or other government depart- 
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Ihc f ype K2K Ix-tlu-T ijff ■I'M 
copohtllttiw. NaN* ihi 1 Ml 
L.nt tTribt'lilshinent ,t 
jli ihi* w.u ifiteinhd U» b 


dMy foim the front w is 
i .p.v tu AftpriVKile thr 
incwo^-d ride hiighl The 
iUtfl behind tliK w.1 s itigiw 


r\l\n <, Tnrth the n\ir. the l 11 ! 

mtlitiiiy E vp. l S2l- Uwk-* very 
Hilli? different In iherorlier 
19.18 VW.i« pririotypo* Note 
die cingli 1 cvhoust Mil pip - 
which .‘Mis tmlfiiHy muli i 
s hi* ivot v .donee. 


AhJlv lbs 1 M’lnopluire Uiffl 
signals ore imnmti*d 
i^lvmnlly in nu t..i bow* 
ItKpiirtl oE tHeboscid tilth 
windscreen pilEor. 


Abrtx The tHUv engine vejty 
first introduced early in ] 4 H j 
L Ajid produced 25 hhj’ jI 
3 r TOOmni this was only r u> ‘ 
MjlllcMTlt It. owet the 
minimum requirements IiiJ 
down by the German million 
juihoriln>. Nutf the oiMiifi. 
doigntd to c ope with di'M.fl 
conditions 






In the fthwtH r oJ o birl 
jjoisgs i three position (on- 
tsfl'ltNTifJ lUtl lOp VVJC 
fill i -d I In s could K' op to tod 
41 4 Mr rich. by I he driver's 
l\ivt It is shown belt in the 
"on* pdtktiOfi- 
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5 l*rfinf 


i £*! I he ns nm ng hcud s. if 
tilt' Type differed from 
the lotto viTilow by houng 
rtu-lol i rul cops filtisJ 
tivi'f rhe top ■ ii tho (iibtsT 
HI. Jtl Id STM' 
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( t heir Wiif even ii K 11 which 
i - to lv a plaMu K\ i'lsitm intended hi 
i» vtep Hitmv nvih nal shortage* 

Vet* r h;v od tame a \\ hole host ol v ana 
M‘ v mam ol which pri^ressod no further 
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The confusion begins w hen some models 
wore allocated now numbers, such as theT\ tv 
92 (the version of theTvpo82T) winch later 
became known as the lYpo 51! As wo luvo 
seem lhe Type 87 was a lour wheel drive Type 
82. but that designation was popularly 
applies! to the Type 877. the four-whool dri\o 
KdF-VVagen. \fter the war the designations 
became oven more com olutod. with the l‘vpi’ 
82 Kubelwogen becoming known as the l\pe 
21, the Type 60 saloon becoming the Type 11 
and ultimately the Type 1. 

Among the considerable number of Porsche 
design numbers can be seen the Type 730 (V VV 
with gas generator). Type >30 (VVV saloon 
with combined wood gas fuel system), Type 
331 (VVV with “native"' fuel system) and [he 
1 s pe v>2 (V VV with anthracite coal System). 
These were some of the Iasi of the wartime 
designs and took heed of the fail th L il liquid 
fuels were all but unobtainable'' Several of 
these unlikely vehicles were built, in both 
saloon and Kubelwagen form, the conversion 
equipment being extremely ungainly and 
adding considerably io the all-up weight 
l ilk'll with a a], lor instance, the lype 332 
weighed some SOI g (I76lb) more than the 
basic Type 82, 

Wolfsburg Is Burn 

Such designs were ,i barometer of the waj 
the war was going for Germany: fuel short 
ages and a serious lack of raw materials, along 
with ever* in creasing air-raids, made il clear 
that the end was in sighl As far as the factory 
was concerned, it came on 10/ 11th April, 
1945, when advancing American troops 
finally appeared on the horizon* They hailed 
some 10km (binlies) short of the factory for the 
simple reason that their maps did not even 
show the town, KdF-Stadt, to exist. 1 lie occu¬ 
pants of the town, and workers at the factory, 
were keen to make contact with the 
Americans, preferring to place themselves in 
their hands rather than those of the Soviet 
Army, which was also approaching them. 

A delegation from the town made its way 
perilously through the countryside, which 
was thick with marauding Russian tru-< ps and 
the remnants of $S regiments keen on seeking 
revenge against anyone who stood in their 
way. The American troops were bemused to 
find themselves begged by German citizens to 
take them prisoner and take over their town, 
but then mam of the workers at the factory 
were either people who had lived in the USA 
before the war or were forced labourers who 
feared reprisal from the 5S. 

At this time, the town had no name, Frio; to, 
and throughout the war, il had been referred 
to as the KdF-Stadt, but the cessation of hostil¬ 
ities meant that the KdF movement no longer 
existed, A new title was called for and a meet- 
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A k«v. Mu' hiM iiujur .ur 
mill on Hit 1 lActiiry oirtrtt 
im Slh April, 1444 to'Ki'EJ .1 
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town council in Mav 13, livid 
jurisdiction ol the British, resulted 
Nburg tunic being adopted it being 
ii the tu . arbv castle Khloss Wolls- 
factory was In a bad wav. with two 
the bunding having been either 
or %cvoivK damaged by \IIws.1 
aids, and mam locals loll U unlikelv 
-non would i'w'i recommence. 


IHv, All .Irtu) pholin^.ljih 
iti Htv' bdi’n la keti 1’V I lu s 

I’S An tksuv nn Nth April. 
1°I4 stuHv^ hsm (|u- t.ii ilily 
luul in MnvtO nu hiilv 

j k-a leu l Uit |he top t‘l lln- 
pholi’tjir jphi ,ind nnr|^ 

ijiuut- Kunniii>; 

li'om left lo nghi is Hit- 
M ittfllAnJ C.nul «uii- t>l lln; 
principal tvhuwl tin- 

■’ll! hcin^choM'n for I lie 
iViMnelion <?( Kill Si,ul| 


firtiiEi* In 

llu- thiiish Amt\ s Riipl 
Hlnlri^ii jihI \iwh,uiicAt 
lingintrvt tixik tJwj^u of ihc 
fflelow, CapOin Hi vie 
(Kl Mi l iw sit'ii hew }ils 
ih -■'*■ tvhihd tvhieh Air pro- 
w.u tevhivkal illusIrAtiunsof 
I lie KdF-Wij^i'n thi (he desk 
m intuit ul him life hen 
,i I u m mi i l m. j w per w ei ! 
ttkxlcts of ihe e.ir which 
is i-n t.ist in the found rv 



Immediately after the war, Germany was 
split into sections, each coming under the con¬ 
trol of one or other of the Allied forces. 
Wolfsburg, being well off the beaten track, 
was not initially paid much heed and found 
itself under British control Only later did the 
Soviets realize how important the site could be 
and show any interest. Following almost six 
long years of war, there was a desperate need 
for a vehicle repair facility, ns the Allied lorries 
and jeeps were by now worn beyond further 
use. Under MilGov (Military Government) 
command. Colonel Michael McEvoy was 
given the task of looking after vehicle repair. 
He had. quite by t fiance, driven a Kdl'-VVagen 
in 1938 while he was working with Mercedes- 

Benz. McEvoy, then, above all others was 

quick to appreciate the worth of what he 
found ?it Wolfsburg. I to quickly established a 
working party of RE ME (Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers) personnel to lake a 

close look at the remains of the factory to dig- 

* 

cover what c ould and could not be of use. In 
August 1945, Major Ivan 1 lirsh also of the 
RE ME, was placed in control of the situation 
and a ful] appraisal ol the factory was made. 

Amid The Ruins 

Among the ruins, there were several un¬ 
completed Kubelwagons and many spares. It 
was not long before some of these vehicles 
were built up and put to use, their perfor¬ 
mance meeting with universal approval 
[ lowever, the problem as far as production oi 
any wholly nevv Kiibcls was concerned was 
ihat the Ambi-Budd factory in Berlin, which 
had produced the bodies for the factory, was 
now in the hands of Soviet troops. The press 
tooling had most likely been destroyed in 
Allied air raids - it not, then it was unlikely 
that the new owners would release it for anv- 

w 

one else to use. 

Hirst was generally impressed with the 
basic design of the car, and thoughl that it 
might have a future, 1 fe looked around and 
rescued from the ruins machinery that had 
been used in production, and set about find¬ 
ing still more which had been dispersed to 
various sites in the area. With lliis machinery, 
essential work was carried out to f he old army 
vehicles which had been sent to Wolfsburg la 
repair I iirsi also managed to gel one or two 
Kdl saloons up and running, painting one of 
them khaki green and sending it off to British 
Army headquarters for appraisal Much to his 
surprise, an order for some 20,000 vehicles 
\ame back by return. Even the America as, 
liem h and Soviets expressed an interest in 
acquiring some examples 

Had the Kubelwngen tooling not been losi 
the simplest solution would have been to 
build new versions of the Type 82, but instead 
l hrst had to tnnsider assembling the Type nU 




(KdF saloon) instead. The press shop at 
Wolfsburg had been damaged quite severely, 
but fortunately most of the tooling was still in 
a usable condition and could be put back to 
work. I tore, Hirst was able to set in motion the 
production of a new series of saloon models. 
These were based upon the chassis of the two- 
wheel drive Kubelwagen (Type 82) and were 
effectively what had been known under 
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h u) k* lv replaced only to lv reinstated fob 

■ 

lowing .m ipfv.il 1 vcntuaUy, after what I lii>t 
m u t’ 1 as i game ot musical chairs, a rela- 
rn t U stable management was established and 
tfu‘ la 4 '! undertaking tnil-scale production 
■^,iv nvwiv to Iv add massed As tar as produc- 
turn workers were concerned, most were 
rvcixnUd front IVAYs currently being released 
mint holding camps in the British Zone while 
others were local townspeople who had 
worked at the factory in the past 

British Control 

! folding the whole structure together was a 
British board which was also responsible for 
the town iif Wolfsburg, with Major Hirst and 
an assistant looking after financial matters and 
Colonel Charles Radclvtfe taking rexponsibil- 
ity lor the industrial side. Ivan Hirst, although 
alwavs heralded as being the man responsible 
tor getting the Volkswagen back on its teei. 
alwavv keenly emphasized that it was a team 
effort, with Germans and British working 
alongside each other towards a common goal 

When Germany surrendered at the end of 
World Wat 11. the matter of wartime repira¬ 
tions was raised a system wlterebv other 
aumlritN amid claim some form of damages 
against Germany lor the losses and costs 
incurred lighting the Nazis. A list o! possible 
awls was drawn up with Wolfsburg not 
unnatural!) being included One of the first to 
show an interest was Australia, .1 country that 
had never had a worthwhile engineering 
industry However, because the factory was 
being used for the repair of military vehicles 

“■ ” -JL - J 1 IB "—■■ I »■■■»*■ *- i 
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the MilGov had placet! a four-v ear reserv e on 
Wolfsburg and Australia w.w not prepared to 
wait that long. 

Another possible new owner was America 
with the l ord factory showing a good deal of 
interest in lhe plant, lhe MilCov was quite 
taken with the idea of bond having control, as 
it felt that there were many advantages to 
a car manufacturing company running the 
Volkswagen factory. Ford, of course, already 
had a plant at C ologne. Hirst attended a 
number of meetings, which included repiv 
sentelives from Ford in ( -teat Britain, only to 
discover that they, loo, shared many ol the 
problems which beset lhe \ olksu agen f,u 
torv, the worst being a shortage of raw 
malerials [ (irst so impresses! the people hum 
Ford dial he was ottered a job, but politely 
turned it down, preferring to see lhe Volks 
am gen project through to completion Some 
time later, in 1918, Henry Fowl H visited the 
Wolfsburg plant for talks with Charles 
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Radclylle, but when lie realized how dose the 
site was to (he Soviet Zone, he lost interest. 
Anil communist feelings ran high in the USA 
al lhe tune. 

Another possible new keeper was the 
British Routes organization unde r the leader¬ 
ship of Sir William, later Lord, Routes. I le 
made a trip to Wolfsburg U> take a look at the 
machine tools which were in use there, most 
notably a large press used to stamp out the 
roof sections. However, this particular piece of 
equipment had been damaged beyond eco¬ 


nomic repair in the war, so Routes began to 
lose interest, lean 1 lirsl showed him round the 
remainder of the I actor v and Enid the British 
industrialist of his plan to put the Volkswagen 
back into production. Sir William politely 
smiled and said lo I lirsl. U s been a nice day, 
young man, but tl you think you're going to 
get any cars built here, you're a tool! Many 
wars later, Lord Kootes confessed to Wing 
Commander Berryman, also of lht j MilCov 
organization, that he should perhaps have 
shown rather more interest.* 
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olkswagen ivrsonnel I hr vutte 
riamlv a crude cabriolet 

Hirst had Ringe) build for his 
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Vt thi^ lone two well-established COAih- 


hutiding o 


miMnits 


1 pprcxuTied Volkswagen 


regard to producing aittverSblo Reviles. 
Om* 0 ! thx m was Wilhelm Karmann GrnblL 


h* other lo>cph HcbmuUer ,uu 3 Sm'- 
eKKtuhnick had Long history of 
bunding lugh-^uaUlx cabriolets based on a 
vanity et v ha sms from irittpanhs such as 


Hansa-I lovd and Adler. After the war, 
karmann visited Wolfsburg with a view to 
buying .1 Volkswagen chassis on which to 
build ,1 convertible Beetle J lowover, due to 
the restrictions placed on German citizens 
which prevented them from buying a car at 
this time, Karmann was unsuccessful in his 
approach However, his persistence paid off 
and, in November mo he was given the 
10,000th car to be built since the war. 

hurt her chassis were soon made available 
and tw o prototypes were built at the Karmann 
works. The firs! ot these was a crude conver¬ 
sion with external hinges on the hood 
mechanism and no rear window The second 



A h v Dt^pstc sh<*rtiges trf 
mw iruttruh, production at 
Waihbcr^ gradually 
cootinurd to uu.'fvw until, 
tn Octirfarr 1946. the iDjOOOlh 
caf left the factory Thi> was, 
4 justifiable C4 Um- lor 
oricbr alaon for, k^s t han j 
vur t-arUcr, tht_» (ittun* had 
looiard utv HijaL 


Kjrmarm hatl: two 
cabrioka prototypes which, 
once the- problem erf chaw?, 
tk \ had b-.^en ironed out, 
nurf w sth factor)' approval 
HoV.lVtt, a shortage of raw 
materials meant the project 
had to be pus cm hold. 


Ri^h: Dutchman EVn, Ptm 
(third from k-fi> ordered a 
bat4zh erf sin eary late tn I M7 
However, when hr anued 
*t the faefijr,, only five went 
ready Thi* was, to be 
Volkswagen s first ever 
t‘* p.ifl ioJe 
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was much improved, with ivind down rear 
side windows, a glass rear window and a 
more sophisticated hood frame. However 
excessive chassis Hex was a major problem, 
necessitating the addition of a substantial rein¬ 
forcing member under each sill Despite the 
success of the Karmann prototypes, all talk of 
series production was fruitless due to a lack of 
the essential raw materials, such as sheet steel 
and fabric for the folding root Not fora fur¬ 
ther two years was Karmann able to resume 
work in earnest 

Expanding Horizons 

Hebmtiller's ston was similar to that of 
Karmann. with official permission being 
granted to build a series of prototypes w hich, 
with Volkswagen's approval, would make 
wav tor a production run. Otuv the problems 
of a lack of rigidity had been overcome, 
Hebmuller was able to satisfy Volkswagen 
that his roadster was ready lor production. 

1 kme\ n there were political moves afoot in 
( m i many which would haven profound effec t 
on the future ol the company 

I lii st and Ruddyife were confident that tin- 
beetle had a future and, in 1947, visited the 
Paris Motor Show to lake a lool H theoppusi- 
luin, so to speak l ; evv cars impressed them 
other than the Skoda, which was also a rear 
engimsd, small ear, although water- rather 
than air-cooled. On then return l«? Wolisbutg, 
the matter of who would take over the run¬ 
ning of tlu" factory was raised again, limes 
were changing in Europe, with the Soviet 
Union, formerly an ally, becoming more and 
more isolationist in its outlook. It would pos¬ 
sibly soon not be wise for the British to have a 
presence so close to the Soviet sector, 
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tn the meantime, Ben Pori arrived at 
Wolfsburg wishing to order some cars I le 
was the strong-willed Dutchman to whom 
Terdiriand Porsche had agreed to make avail¬ 
able the first export models once the war was 
over, Considering the vehement anti-German 
feelings held by the majority of the Dutch. Pon 
was dearly either toolish or a man convinced 
of the Beetle's worth, I low else could someone 
expect to sell a German product in post-war 
I tolland 1 f lowever. history was to prove that 
Pun was certainEy no fool. His order for six 
cars was duly accepted, but when he returned 
to the factory to collect them, only five were 
ready, the sixth having fallen foul of the some¬ 


what unreliable production line. This episode 
marked the fulfilment of the first export order 
for a Volkswagen. 

I lirsl began the search for a person qualified 
to head the factory and started to interview 
suitable people. 1 It 1 came to hear of one \ lesn/ 
Nor dhoti, formerly of Opel. There, he had 
been responsible for overseeing Opel truck 
production and. as a result, had bee n awarded 
an honorary title of Economic Leader during 
the war. This title prevented him from holding 
any executive position at a German facility in 
the US sector - the Americans considered him 
possibly to have too many Nazi connections, 
although this proved not to be the case As the 
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Afvtty Tile liadi board layout 
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increased at .1 rate that surprised even Hirst, 
\\ Ken German current y reform took place, in 
June I94H, the economy expanded at a great 
rate Suddenly the Germain people became 
more wealthy and the prospect of owning 
their own cars became more achievable* By the 
end of tlie year, Wolfsburg was removed from 
the reparations list and allowed to breathe a 
little more easily t he British began to with¬ 
draw from the factory, allowing the German 
management to take greater responsibility 
Hirst himself was demobilized during the 
w inter of 1947/48 but remained at Wolfsburg, 
in a largely civilian role, to work alongside 
Nordhoff for what he describes as a fairly 
uncomfortable year and a halt. ! 1e plainly felt 
that, if Nordhoff was to succeed, he should be 
allowed to run things for himself, in his own 
way. The MilGov board agreed and Hirst left 
Wolfsburg in the control of the man from 
Opel. Late in i949, Charles Kadclyffc finally 
handed the factory over to the German 
Minister of Economics, bringing to a close a 
remarkable period in the company s history. 
One of the first decisions made by Nordhoff 
was to give the go-ahead to Kannann and 
Hebmuller to commence production of their 
cabriolets, which they manufactured from 
vehicles delivered to them bv VVV, The two 
companies eventual I v began work in earnest, 
HebmufleKs first production model leaving 
the works in Wulfrath in June 1949, and 
KarmamTs in Os nab ruck in September. 
Everything looked fine for the two companies 


until, jtisl one month into production, 
I kbmijJIer's workshops caught fire and were 
all but destroyed* Quite how the fire started 
tvniiim-’ ,1 iny*4erv hut. lollowltig 9 greet 
effort, work resumed just four weeks later 
Unfortunately, Hebmtiller never really recov¬ 
ered from this disaster and the company went 
into decline in 1950, eventually ceasing opera¬ 
tions in 1951, Production of the Hebmuller 
roadster was transferred to the Kannann 
works at Osnabriick, where a further 14 exam¬ 
ples were built, bringing the total to just 696, 
Kannann fared better throughout this 
period, with cabriolet production growing 
steadily until the model became a profitable 
sideline F‘ the saloon Indeed, as time would 
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eventmlly prove, the cabriolet was destined 
to become the last remaining beetle to tv built 
in Germany. 

But what of Ferdinand Porsche all this time? 
Sadly the far-sighted Doctor was never to play 
a part in seeing his beloved People's Car reach 
production, for he was imprisoned by the 
French, having been accused of employing 
forced labour by Pierre Peugeot., head of the 
French car company of the same name Hie 
real motive behind Peugeots incriminating 
outburst was probably the fact that Porsche 
had been invited to France by Marcel Paul, the 
French Minister for Industrial Production, 
with a view to designing a French 
Volkswagena vehicle which would almost 

certainly have had a dramatic effect on the 

#* 

finances of existing French companies 
Porsche's deigns did eventually surface, 
somewhat modified, in the form of the 
Renault 4CY\ 

Porsche was held in prison, often in very 
poor conditions considering Ins age. tint 1 1 
1947, He was finally released when witnesses 
came forward to prove that tar tram employ¬ 
ing forced French labour, Porsche had in fact 
done what he could to prevent French citizens 
from being forcibly moved to Germane to 
work m his factory. His period of imprison¬ 
ment did little to help the ageing Doctor who. 
In this time, was over 70 years old He suf¬ 
fered prolonged ill-health and died on 30th 
January, 1951, never to witness the amazing 
success story of his dream car. 
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Itii 1 fin*t major milestone had been achieve* 
■n 1 *4t’ whin on ] Stfi t\1obcr, the 10,AX>*| 
fkvth roiled i'll the .ism mbh tint* However 
.■n!i ?i further ?> 1 cars were to be built that 


■! Pnxlw, tii*n ^kv ■ ns keted, in relativi 
•i f - ’ jr iunder \oft!hoH s 
w hi ~t\ n ?«>t 1 1 1 4 SI >>A* Beetles. were rit>M‘rublt\l 
llmnst tiinihlc the pnMuotion figure tor thi 
j r •■■:■• \nr Mun thought that \ordhor: 
hid been crasv to increase production but he 
i\ iH r j v: h t h* nisi* the division for, at op, 
point (here had beeil a w ailing list of sonic 
UUMl eiiMnmers in Uerrnmv alone, along 
with a further 7 P 0iM in other countries. Ouh 


b\ doubling product ion uh ihl Nordh off guar 
anhv ht*ing able to satisfy the demand ami In 
was well aw an that, although Volkswagen 
mav ha\e had a head start over most other 
C .i sin in •. ai mamif.ii furors, it wa> onlv a 
malt- t «'t inure t si’fore his competitors would 
M establish themselves and tv able to com- 
pcU on equal terms with his company 
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1 he problem tv*i NordltoH wav that the 
company d id not Ivo e the inone\ to be able 
evpaiul in the wa\ he w i>lu\l While the an 
reiHA ivtomi ot bMS (whkh ivpkued the 
Reiehsmark with a new tXnitsdimark) e.ue 
the man in the sheet a pew found wealth 
Kvause the eiutviiev was slabili/.t\l, it r|[ lk 
tivch revhntNt Volkswagen s bank balaua to 
zero os up until then, all liauuia! deaHne<. 
had been basixi on the old Reichsmark which 
was worthless on the world market. Realizing 
that he was caugbl m the classic i atcli 21 atu 
ation tno money meant no cars no cais 
meant no money) \ordhoi! conhn U d tuehof 
his dealers m tGermany and asked them to 
bring to llu i factorv as main of the new 
IXmlscImiiirks as thc\ could muster It is a 
measure ot flie respect in which XordhoM was 
held that the dealers responded byariivinpat 
Wolfsburg w ith MiJlcastS' hlled with inonex tl 
seems tluf most, n not all realized that it they 
were fo have a tut tin* they would have 10 be 
prepared to invest in the product. 
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Xordhoff was undoubtedly a man of vision, 
foi he se emed able to see lar into Ihe future at 
a time when most people were still talking 
about the past, I le knew tli.it to survive 
\ olkswagen nec\iod to expand its horizons hu 

. ond the borders of Ciermany and Europe 
\un’tii. a was the key to the company' 1 - long¬ 
term success, lie fell, lie also appreciated, as 
did Ivan l lirst before him, that it would be 
Important to ensure there was an adequate 
supply of spare parts so lhal cars could be sut- 
iftfectorily serviced. 

The first car which Nordholi attempted to 
sell into the USA arrived there on 17th 
January, 1949, and marked the begriming ol 
the American love affair with the V U Ihe 
Beetle arrived on board the W^hrittiin, accom 
panted by Ben 3 3 on, the enthusiastic 
Dutchman who had succeeded in persuading 
his tel low countrymen lo buy Volkswagcjis, 
even when anli-Carman feeling in his home¬ 
land was at its height, Pon had been sent as an 
envoy to the USA by Nfordhoff and lus t^rief 
was to assess the potential for selling the 
humble Volkswagen It) a car-cra/v Anuiita. 

To set the ball rolling, an American col¬ 
league of Pop's arranged to hold a press 
conference on board the merchant vessel 
earning that first American Volkswagen. 
Unfortunately for Pon and Nfordhoff, the uir 
received a lot of bad publicity- Despite t in¬ 
stantly referring to the VW as the Victory 
■ agffl* in an effort to hide its origins, Pon 
wm unable to persuade the Americans that 
the Beetle was anything other than Hitler ^ 
People's Car. 

Once the car w'as o£f-loaded, Pon felt he 
would lx* able to overcome the scepticism, but 


he remained unable to ctmvino 1 the American 
public of its potentlnl I le approached several 
auloinobile showrooms in an effort tt» enlist 
them as official Volkswagen agents, but again 
met with a la< k ol mleresl \ le soon ran low on 
funds and was eventually forced I«» sell the 
Volkswagen, and some spares* he had brought 
with him, for *>s(Ki to a Swedish dealer In the 
name of Vaughn m order lo pay his hotel bill 
and return fare, 

Pon wrote to Nordholf, saving, 'll is ton 
early to trv to sell Volkswagens in the United 
States. Dealers selling European car* there 
don't know how to service them . It seems 
that other importers had messed up the mar¬ 
ket tor Volkswagen bv convincing the public 
that all imports were unreliable and expensive 


to maintain, rhe news saddened \ordholf, fur 
Volkswagen desf^eratelv needed Mime dollar* 
with which to buy machinery and tooling 
from the USA At the time, lew countries were 
interested in receiving payment m the form of 
E >i ait mi h marks Ntmlhoff math* the de-e-mn tc 
visit the Unit' d States himsell tn mv if h» 
could solve the problem but he, too, met with 
the same reluctance that Pon had en¬ 
countered Nobody, it st i miis, hehevi-d the 
Volkswagen Beetle had a future, especially m 
the USA. the American motoring pre^s was 
very critical ol the product, feeling that it had 
nothing to offer that could not be provided by 
I ... on a grander scale. 

A little over a ve.ir alter Ren Poll's ucisuc 
ct*ssfiil visit, Nordhoff made.! fresh attempt to 





































































1951 EXPORT SALOON 
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Ka^-lis Tli,■ fvpcrt model- 
tea lured piimhrd aluminium 
-nit' trim and ptab-d thx-r 
handle*.. hubcap* ami other 
inm the Colour-Lived 
hubcap ererb* and bumf,-j 


PrfcwiTHW*: M^.m jnmp«ld V A^celwaffton 

■ -. '. Fud coomrnpcjon r'VICQfcr' i.i >nf# 

Nij-ni-twr built: 

Owtier ■ 


f i-*}. Thia 1^1 model hav 
Ui-n fitted willi many period 
o popular 

p.r.Iin\i- in I hr daiv when 
urn wi (i- viill verv mMrsth 
1.1 j l n pj h%I S oh' i h e Ik n Ii 
rrvetiMiig light and I he 
genuine V W jruv^iy 
mud (lap* By the vrrv < arlv 
\ k, (he Beetle had. JjrcrVt'n 
to be mote vtvlisli. with 
. hronv-plated bunifHt^ 
add in j,; a little glamour to the 
Others ise hdWC v.*Ti - 


. jV'J tVTHxl JVivch |pdt 
and tog 1,1 rUf** help to make 
night driving a til tie more 
[’'Sim^kmHp. \TAiV Vfeit* 
renowned for (he eUKioncv 
of Iheif Headlight'* 


I ,-t. The semaphore turn 
mgrtab have a grwv.vJ cover 
which wa^ colou^keyed to 
l( u - main bodywork 
Senuphonx are I he sime on 
L-jfh side of the vehicle, 

RjsfJrf: Note (he Bn her Mon/a 
radio with l tot k act e^nry 
\ pM sieenng wheel and I In* 
bahelite covet?* to the glut e 
1 lie fkinitu l •* pa H t ■] 
shell i> a practical addition 


SPECIFICATIONS 


t hfVW 


p* 4 MJjo<n rat 
M , 


•‘■cv'-rrZa!-, wy rw^ CDO*ed w coroc*' 

:-r i cr»nfccj-vr cj.st »<f*' a’’, *' v ' 

m ‘ aWTwiurr iky jwScrn fW w Cw 

>■. • &e*e and 

C^ueiiy V&*t '■■■■.•■■ 

(a f. Fipt! m ■i ‘ - ■ nc’v. 0 <--e 


pa*e r 


M*i™n 


TnmtmiPK' mtfulkn ""I* 

tag otnt: tn( Two p^e tianf. <#*jr fanen* f *t 4 - 3 60 ««n 

. fail drnvuM 3 - 

fenfeiw; HrdrmAc^nperited dvnf on d feuf wN _______ 

e, fTn i-t ! rvjt _ 

Skntwnuon: *f©nt : J ;*•- • ■ " ' ■ r-..r 

,, _ i. , . ........ i . ; niJes " Hcj? 

mot iJxxa. ibwitm 


WV#lt iimJ !>'<■! 
Oniiffinwti: '■ 

htaftt y ‘ ‘d* 1,; f 


■>ttv.i h-t, • • .:■-. t 

'A'taitjr.* :=.'.- Dnf we*uhi. 


D uruvkt, the |^?4 L v ,;un * 1U iihkI vehicles wvn ^till w*vv 
p],un in lhi*u apjH?atJTKv *mil! thv V ; plksWiigcn sakn>n # 
tn it"■ ;uim‘. \v*w n.n I'Au'ptiuii BtfCdUSi’ t»t this, 

tho'v \k*vrk*pi\l * huU k ituiu^tTV' iti\!iUciCk \1 tu producing qH 
kunK ^ h \ ess- d ■* \.{\ ily* !'*\i U» elf'[.XM • to mvtu't^ who wisheti 
tu ivrMnuh/v their l he iiuw^iru.^ m?cii on this 1^31 
! tutxlvl nv tvpK>i! ot tHu* cTd Many wore funchoiiiil. 
v-.k h tv t!u* ?v»ot t,iv k to .t!!ou more lup^a^e to K 1 Cdrrkxt, »md 
ok' ttuuitlj^ »ia podtiAt thi bodywork. Others* sucii »is the 
iVv.uivt tnm, wen* intetkiod h>1cIv to ckKI liulo i^ldmoiir to 
■a h it u \ . otooiu n-<: ^til! a \vr\ nuxlo^tlv t\jyi p|Hki family car. 
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1952 STOLL COUPE 


Kf£Hlf SNi t] (Ill JX‘- I-. 

unique but iypn .il nf tfn- 
l&wjlh* people ivuuhl go in 
make their Volkswagen *hind 
nut from ihe crowd hi Hu 1 
l'*SCh, maily i (Mi hbuitders 
produced ‘ ■ JHV ta H hxI ied 
ICvilcs in Uni 1 form or 
jiwilhiT. 


JL trira tmii htUHi At PULiuing slhvui 
v fuxxts uui uitimny, >;vut \nu>rig tin 
\ Mumillct u Hum* t\\‘v nsidslvt 
!ium the YVV tuctotv mk! Koiih'JmJ 
vitv fvjAuLir. There W$fH uIm 
aiui this the uiuuur Stull t uuihv \ 
cu^lumcr w Kw m decided th«tt I 
wuutd shind out I rum the crowd 
vuuM^ud of nKxhtvmjt the conventi 
untr scut ciHiiv with y distinctive hi 


vssm 


built lor j wealthy 
,t tiled it beetle which 
u; Stull conversion. 
-aliHUi butli into a 


fi J ,-ir 1 In ■ W iOllski rg t 

tU>1 apjXMTed I Hi t E ^] 

I tois vViT, till- SEolI b.i> been 
fined with .1 t ,iev Australian 
version of dii' hie lory colt oi 
arms. Note Ihe ea*i- 
.ihtminfcim bcimi-l handle 


flWiW Only in pTDfilu is tt 
puvdNe \o appreciate fully 
Hu 1 Urns of the Stoll ctiiipi’ h< 
m nllrWhat hump- bn eked 
appearance Kdrhilably lev. 
pleasing than ihn of tin 
rt-gubr FJcctJe Inn it sEeII 
ivMin-7 an elegance all of it> 
own The ixmverakwt did 
little to improve the space 
available to ihi 


the rrum^iay of tr 
Volkswa cm rang 
Id order to fit the 


lix.Ui.xl h'hind I he lelbh.tiid 
grille inrtlil 1950 il had been 
eipOMxth I he irther gnHe 
being a dummy. \'ou 
an I- - - si.irv hi ad bmp cowls 


l/o:v [lie inltrinr of Ihe 
Skill is ixpiipjvd with many 
jx'rtixl aecc-vsiittirv (Ytit 
■■ loTniij' whoi'l; glove tx>-- 
Covers: IfHflOllkm budge; S( 
Chrisloplu 3 meditlUctti ek 
N.ole iI n* -small round healer 
UUlli.l lucattxl ill -Si' to the 
flopr theoturnintum trim 
can tv ckativ seen 


let The -ati.ill. round horn 
grille- were first u<vl in 1950 
Tli- design was ■up’iHtli'd 
in |Dsl by an ov.il-shnjvJ 
'.-.nib Ilw horn n.n rnrv. 


ft nsir sea l 
p-issi-ngcrs 1 Aflhuugh (he 
faelory nwcf ijffer.xj two- 
time pa in 1 1 exc ept on the 
cabriolet models k the 
cirmbinatfon of tan and it t 
is particularly aundio:- in 
this instance. 


AKr r. To improve the 
ventilujon, the lead ms edge 
of the door wiiulows ifre 
niitclwd - this J,!h>ViX.-d the 
window k> hi' w tiumi ddv\ r 
di;shlh for vvntilatkKt 
without ci using disoxnfort 
Eo the jvi ’M.TieeTX. 


The M'als Iliv v Ixt-n 
relrtnimid in Itwiber - tins 
was mil a t.utnrv option bu[ 
spccifiiivl by Hh 1 original 
mvner when lhe coiijk 
i iimet^um w.is esevutod 

Nub- one-piece JtKir gbs> 






SPECIFICATIONS 
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si \ 1 
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vHv liu* Vmvtnan TTt.uL.-rt bs op^unUnc 

an evvhww l tgvfit a tuivtgn i‘,ii dMrtbtt 
v's thy rvunoot Maxtitulum Hdtein hsu 

•»’. Ago MiuK* fVspott%iWv fot dM U't f lt»'Ue> to 
the vwt or ttw Miw>appj Hoffman mu 
QC ttfcvl in wiling no tewvt than 1.10 
\ otL>w agvns but while at hrM sight 

OMt mj\ Haw *vviftwl it1lpfVvs|Ve. tiu 
\nvrtvan puNu Knight a tot.il of ovyi h t» mil 
titan other vais rri that vami 

tirly V S Sale* 

I l','!!mm w.i. .t K*rn vaksnnnn atkl adopted 

» ggn -vi\t .*iU ■’*. t t K ! n, s | i Ity w ,is approve lud 

bv (t «J‘,' sUvtonnix vslio u i .fitd lo hllV his 
moree voLk lagoars and other Mxoits tars trout 
hint HoHmaii would tyxaMimalll m, nicest 
thev *uk\! j ivtler ihvitKv of got ting .1 
tawm ihle deal ti thes Knight a Volkswagen 
or two tie. sirong arm tart us worked well 
and nuu\ dealers *41011 discovered thev could 
h'II Mte Yoik.agon mote o.imEv than their 


■ iiu*v el -[\’i 1 ’ l .ir s - t hi one occasion, a dealer 
nnvisl 'M tollman and w.i* askd it he had 
,, tw til eoMext hi" usual t]Ur'l‘> el sports cars 
hut instead replied that no, he had come to col¬ 
lect a leu mon VWs they were proving to he 
rather gisd sellers 

I how eai tv \mrnean sales were erratic 
and even though there vvas Liu increasing 
ihuuKt o! dealer^ handling Volkswagen’s 
alia us m North \mcnca, Nordhoff was 
,n itu [v near i- there’ had been no effective sales 
-trains What he wanted was a properlv co¬ 
ot d mated ah s team working throughout the 
continent However, Max 1 I oilman had 
alu,u * Ken a foreign car importer first and 
Um-mosi and selling \ olkswagens was only a 
anal!, albeit profitable, pari of his business. 
M« was not real]) (00 interested in the i\is- 
lomn but concerned hmisell more with 
a llmg vehicles to other dealers who could 
ihon !v responsible tot servicing and supply¬ 
ing span* |\irts. 


This situation was m conflict to Nordhoff *■ 
land I lust s) ideals, wherein ears should onh 
be sold where there is an adequate after-sales 
o|vralion to look after them Me realized it 
would be necessary for Volkswagen to estah 
fish a full network of dealers across the 
I Mimtrv, with a full service operation to keep 
the ears on the road. There w as no point in try 
mg to persuade someone to buy .1 strange 
foreign car if be could not get it fixed when it 
w ent wrong Nurdlurff kept telling his people. 
What was happening in the USA was, there¬ 
fore. in total conflict with his belief that von 
must have a sales team backed up by an effi¬ 
cient service network, as was the case 
throughout I urope and the rest of the world 
1 here, people werebm mg \ ulkswagen prod 
mis, not onlv because they felt they were good 
vehicles, but also because they had confident e 
in the -■ ■ r 11 e ami span s programme. 

1 he agreement which existed between Max 
I lob man and Volkswagen finally came to an 



L K S W A G E N 


E CAR OF WHICH YOU 
AY BE PR OUD 

SURPASSED BY FAR LARGER CARS 




mosst popular imported car 

alnmt etvnme, everywhere mints one! 





Lif (he -'■octor its ihc vv of 
ihf \fbsi«-s.tppi. Tht> 

Srivfmrtv ^blishtxi in 

priTifaiatS fun. iv.itti 


I AU HORIZONS 



■M.1 

I HI 


m 3 <J_n i \ This left America wide open as far 
as VYV sales were < fincemed, so Nurdhotf, 
painfully aware of the fati that neither he nor 
his manager^ at Wolfsburg had anv idea 1 vf 
how to tackle the market, studied a map of the 
.Morth America and divided the country inio 
two halves - one to the east and the other to 


the west of the Mississippi river On the west¬ 
ern side, where the Beetle had already gained 
considerable respect, \TVS sales representa¬ 
tive was Geoffrey Lange Lange found to 
Xordhoffs pleasure? that a lot of good work 
had been done bv a customer of Max 


Hoffman, John von Neumann ot Cahh mid, 
who had appnxiatsed die finer points of the 
Porsche-deigned Volksnvagen from the verv 
beginning, Lange, much to Nordhoff s relief, 
was soon able to bring some order to the con¬ 
fusion which had reigned in the USA.. 


A Sixth Sense 

To cover the areas to the east of the 
Mis-issippi dividing line Nordhoif sent Will 
\'an de K,imp across to the USA. He had pre- 
nous 1, worked as a field represcssenUti\ e tor 
VcOkswagen in Cermanv and •- • someone 
with unshakable cn^nfidence in the products 
Wol:-burg had to offer. He was s 00 n able to 
persuade ;vter:ial dealers of the benefits or 
becoming part, of the \ olkswagen sales net- 
wo r k \'an de Uamp arrived :n the USA in 
January 1 v54 and from the word go appeared 
:o have the powers oi a clairwwant when it 
came to choosing nyu \ olkswagen dealers. 
Whde others might have taken the ciori ob¬ 
vious route of appointing established 
aututnotivy rentiers \ an de Kump often 
chose to give someont an agency because he 
had a tv pc o: s ■ \:; 1 m, 4 1 vse a bou: t ha t v\ 1 rson ’ s 


,IKhy IIk- tMsk'rn scclur 
was pbctxl in Ihri.ifeof 
VVilt \ £ i n dv Kiitnp. ivlm hiul 
l^tn iou- Ev woikid ,1^ Bit-lit 
rq>ri»M.>iiUitive in (kimutiy. 
This iY.ir? I he brinlniK' 
inteiidftl fi'r liu? ixi^iftii h*ill 
tin: I SA 


With I he \nimi..iii 
ivfimimv ivmiiiuilnv; hi 
L'xpaiid, <iYir IrniL'l iH-v.niU 1 
M'n l.ishitm.ibti- In 

Tviri»fx-i t. it l-i a Little 
<turprhtil£ ttul tlir lumil’le 
IkxHli- shniild Lhiie iiu-l ivilh 
suefi iiiais- 11 «ms. vliter 
«iIL vi 1 at (Lesigmvl Il 1 > pi'pU' 
with liuh- nu'iu-v In ^|jx-iui 






















































































































1953 TYPE I SALOON 




Hit tin inkRMM 


itil ttu* dashbiwd had 
war the funner 
f having hcvn dropped 
e'n whn h placed the 
;cr changes w ere a toot 
:u >Obhp engine was 
almost ten lung vears 


/ttwv This desigri ol 
dashboard appeared in 
]S?2 svtlli (hi - 1.M oi ilit 1 sp)j| 


window mndek. HcmerVLT. 
note the steering wheel is sol] 
the old style. with spokes shat 


partially obscure the d 
view iri (he tustc 
IRStnifnefitabcn, 


(nrn moulding round I he 
wutdmv rubber Thi 4 * ftfMure 
iirM appeand on lht‘ 3 id lt| 
thi 1 *pht-ieiitduw models 
tn 1952 


v The Ing ihange ihb 
r was the new c»vah 
fH\l n;-,n window. the 
>'■ -u' M being increased by 
ii 1 2.i perdrtil Note the 


agm, \ (though d 
have Nvn 
- W£ a powerful 
Mit'ionch 


High!: With the Advent of the 
oval-window design, (lie 
tkvllc ii as starting k) lake on 
a h 1 ’^ am Mere appearance, 
Note I he quarter tights (wni 
Ivmgyl lined to the doors. 
tle-M 1 allowed muih 
improved i-'jitiUhiin bu) 
oponni the way to thin es 


lx-f! Only minor i bailees 
were made under the 1 1 on t 
bonnsl the stay to hold the 
ltd efvn vs a* shortened 
dighih and the site of the 
luel filler dinged trotn 
•sOtnm i 1 5 ?m) to Sfhntn 
11 IStn) m diaruehT Nolo Lhr 
almost ubiquitous 1 iuot 
spare 1 -wheel u*>lkit, ,-\ 
popular, and pnetkah 
acvevMan of the time. A 


SPECIFICATIONS 
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♦ !hi ,’ s O AA,| 
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1 t i 1 ^’ 




' i 1 i it. 

V t* m*, i*. 1 

S ' I I'^S AI %nfr|* % | n 

MS' VfU« ,tU rill 
t*. %\H| *<lU 
i^» Vl N* t‘. *♦';’* IPS. ^ t)v ».*>oU 

n <■»" It ■-•■. ,-»***;• v |ft.t >*, tfv* *. lf f, iK 

V• H.1M1 pt |»ov ^ '. *J hi 

5 ^ *»tv^ ''*i VI 5'* ■ v ' t%|^ %H ,i)t 

■ t > Vlujvr ''4 *vVV i. -'iii . * tHi t \ ^ hki^i 
‘ *'H ti’vv-, -.M" V | 1,1* Ivhi t* jfcttttV 4 };:*V 
M'’v 4 •••‘s i>^»v , t v * fcgiO. .v* Nut vtvt* 

lVV-* iV A 4 tvf m 

Vtv m JX*rtfcA*U * % c v MHti Jh Hotwh 

^ wM i> ■• %e hfttim wvn *wv tv.n< 

WV’S ’ . > • • • 7 vs - ' N vV - C'tH wU t*V *\ *>,vi 

W * l " ' ^ * *» sM rX* 2V 4** N\ ONVd 

'** ‘ < v < ' **'* v *'fS'v SlttfS* S:.^h .YiVjVa^ 

! ^v: ,X> *frs*t£ rV '■«>’. xi 4 f 

ittftwwlft «m« Mnrtl h*s*& 






i ■ VJ 


v n a \ k 

V • '.*' *.; V 

i* i **M *■- *..»% 

**t* +\'-' y - Jt> \.: 


iVv 


Vsv 

4 N . 


^ ■ ‘ »•*■ v..' -%r *\isV :S v- 

«f^E INr .A jn ’ 

* 4 :*S*- 9%|f^ \>W^^4rCV^* \> :x 

****** **C+Wf~% N^JOUf J~V*Y rMr?.: 
«* *> w%* fja£ km 4 

-in/ wt *i.-' n; . \ jfcf; V 

'*** T** + &?* rir«Mc^t V .*i ^ r.-^ •»« 
^_r*^: \ vi i> vtt w*rx * t« a> 



*•'. SAurtUfi ’ ItJ 'Ll jfcK 1 * M 

' * * -* ’ la. ,',i 

**H ^ * '• •' ^ 'v *ivW ^ h t...- £ 
"V I. tM'it >h If i tv’^wV 

I* ** .*.■ L f!(B 


fWp*i, TV ttvtlr 
»ttin <r4 as,'!? 1« *L. AWLlt!vv> 
^ ^ aW. 

V. ., pt^ Tjfvl ||. H 

| v tSr trvi^i V'W 


Kvtiuin Anv-r>.jr» 


tv 


the 


\ gunnJ irt 

S vTTnjkn * vihiie ^ 

3Sc *fT3lrtl *OT.Tt-> t*'UAr*J> tV 


wd 1 *! the WAT \ , wA^etl' 
»* hi^.lnf v-'txoed tk^Jc 

- e -Id jg*?tiv 

>;>jh a> th». xk,v rimed a 
! v.*t rt>pec£ Itiiri the CK 



lo i*ikr siim i amtrul i>( lltu L'S market tuul 
{ ,irJ 1 Lttm u«i-.«ippoiilled V -m it- K.t!ii|Vs siu 

eessor However, bis undeniable talents did 
nnl ^t> In wMste - Is Ur uintlntied lo hv involved 
with one of tin? numy VW agencies lie li.id 
UelfH'd to i*et skirted, 

Hahn's inslriivtion imm Wolfsburg's 
(irtieral I )sm1or was tnap]njjnt further deal 
n ships hut dus time. In enrvenlrate on 
enlisting the support nt those who wished to 
have sole agendas, he,, dealerships which 
only offered Volkswiigens ior sale 1 prevl 


mmly, must Volkswagen dealer^ also sold 
what might havt/ hren ' tmsidered rival pmd- 
nets- Nordhoff had other ideas up his Heeve, 
too, lie fell that Carl Hahn sltould target 
people who previously did not even sell cars 
of any sort, let alone rivals, suggesting t hat the 
best existing operations had probably already 
been picked by American manufacturers* 

i lahn placed an even greater emphasis on 
service back-up than had Van de Kamp, i.npi 
tall/ing on the tact that many at her imporhd 
ears, arul especially those from Great Britain, 


let their cusUnni'O^havn in this vital area f hie 
oi the first changes that Hahn and 
Volkswagen's export chief, Manuel I Irnkv, 
i arried out was tc^ redesign the American sales 
network and, in its place, \o set up *> single 
Stiles nperafion which would gradually lessen 
the impiirlance placed on lhe west coast 
I hanks to the determination of Mordhoff, 
Hahn and Hinke to conquer the US market, 
Volkswagen of America went from strength to 
strength, impressing customers with its v\\ el- 
lent sales and wrvii v netw ork. 










































































1956TYPE IS CABRIOLET 




nv'i.in.M*>.iriJ iv.is Eht 1 

■vi mi 1 .i% iJwt oi 11 hi - 

nii n£i ]- Xt^r 1 ttii M-t v-s ->*v 
I \+iin- tiii't j;.i ufge fittnl to the 

U II i'l the f. A fud 

top u.i- \lllt fitted ,iv 'kltincttril, 

hvau\! on the fttKW 


;-rf V.\ m it iih I he in *\\ up. 
itu K-iimimvHiilt ijhriolds 
Wtv <»> quin 1 ,iml iir,uu;hl Uxv 
■<'■1 mJikki. Note live owe 
cffirfertl evluitM intern with 
turn flutist wtikh 

ivos fir>t fmii \\ in 


left tin eohritiiet nwxl<*K the 
^etiWpEnw turn MpuK wiw 

hilv found no llu 1 j-i'.ir 
qiLUh-nponeh |l^i tvhiiu) e ho 
doors m.ikmg them difficult 

lor ullu n nmd iiM’r-. |iwv 






























































I AK IlOKI/ONS 




i i i \ * h a 111* t t 



® 


St \ U l M I ? 


* i' vn, StUI \ 

V ituMHih 1 ol miuv^ throughout the 
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1 Unvovei. none of the ionagoiug quite 
explains why the Volkswagen Beetle (or 
*Blig r ' as it w.v lonatele known in the 
k SA 1 should have bect>me such a successful 
product on the American market. After all, 
xwth cheap and plentiful fuel a freeway net¬ 
work that was the envy of the world and 

iv am eh traffic-fnv reads. ]t could he argued 
*hat there was no need tor a small tueheffi- 
oent car Ativadv In the mid-1950s, though, 
there was a growing LxxJy of technically* 
a wane people tor whom the regular American 
carx wsth their huge fins and vast expanses of 
chrome were of little interest Some people 
simply appreciated the finer points of the 
\ olkswagen engineering while others 

corded the Volkswagen as a basic form of 
transivrt that allowed them to stand out from 
:hc crowd. For many the fascination with the 

v V, wms a result of a thrift}', waste not, want 
r '°t~ outlook or in many cases it was simply 
because a parent owned a Beetle which was 
handed down from father - or more fre- 
ucenth mother - to sv'tn or daughter. 


1 here are many stories of how people were 
won over to the VW way of life, such as that 
told by Gene Berg, onset the founding tethers 
ot the Volkswagen performance industry in 
the I SA. His introduction to the Volkswagen 
was due to an unde who owned a 1955 model. 
At the time. Gene was typical of many carefree 
Americans, driving a 1940 Ford coupe with a 
tuned flat head \ 8 engine. However, the fact 
that his unde's little Volkswagen could drive 
along muddy tracks in conditions so bad that 
a person could hardly stand, let alone walk, 
made a huge impression. When Gene gut mar¬ 
ried a year or two later and needed 
economical transport, he ordered himself a 
Beetle. He always dearly remembered the cost 
oi that new, black Volkswagen sedan: SkfiSty 
or roughly a dollar per pound in weight 
Many other Americans had developed a 
tamiliaritv with the Volkswagen while serv¬ 
ing ' vith the Army in Germany, either during 
or immediately after World War 11. In the 
months following the end of hostilities, the 
onh means of transport available to the (ds, 


other than the wom-out military vehicles 
were Volks wagons that had been abandoned 
by the retreating German Army, More often 
than not, these were Tvpe S2 Kubeiwagens 
which, of course, used essentially the same 
engine and running gear as the early beetles 
When the German economy eventually revov- 
.. ered following the currency reform. 
Volkswagens were virtually the only torn of 
private transportation available. It is, there¬ 
fore, unsurprising that many American 
soldiers would have become fiunUiar with the 
sight of the VVV. w hile many ot them would 
have owned one during their Service there 
Although Volkswagen did not oiiiciallv 
export Beetles to \merica until the early 
1930s, a number ot cars are known to have 
found their wav J home courtesy ot soldiers 
returning to the USA they made practical 
souvenirs of their owners time spent in 
Europe! Almost everyone who came into con 
tact with the \ VY undei those dreuinstances 
came away impressed xvith the wax it could 
cope with even the most ham listed attcmpt> 
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^rnlMch turned them to 
I' made no attempt to 
making tt kn>k mow' 
v; t! was bigger than it 
\.\t advertising M the 
tenth made chums that 


^hiU ’lum iuIh-en an-brushed 5 this 
nations u di^pl.u thou \ t?lvk les. V oiks- 
w a geu .tgeiuv chose lo um real photo¬ 
graph^ ^Vv|iu i\tlv of models to 

imp re vs on Hu customer that I lie Beetle was 
not nist auothec part ot Vmenca's throw-awav 
V 'S u t\ U hat You xv :s u Jut vou get could 
h-ne Nvn the \ W motto The Povle Dane. 
IVrntwch .ampoign rapidU became part ot 
\ ,>.; V v.. u;cn folklore with nunv of the press 
aovvriixment's Wvommg an art-form all of 
: .u • eu a S w ral have Ivcome classics stu b 
■' v the famous lemon ad ot l%0, uluch 
s.\ x, o: \ olkswagon - stringent oualitv eon- 
:o. sustem or the later Think Small 
' oe ;.c -v c \\d ot the economical flatting 
■- - ’ x o, = sen PDB advert helped to create 

• ' . v 00 e 1 rvkabihp individualityand value 
: k '“ ”c‘o , that ^ ; \ o.ksu a gen s Beetle apart 
trem iht Poire;: mainstream 

Vu speculation arse design o: the Beetle 
charged quite noiieeablv throughout the 
-■ v although :: ”00 ;n<: its haoccharacter. 
Bv 'A> :h< Beebe had Ixvonu onlv slightly 

^ - ^and :han the first kdFAVagens 
that had appe, itfe over ten vean 

carder A: the from w th. ear Porsche * ror- 
* - ■ su>»>, ns’.eri \ ns sii, 1 m v-se cons is titv2 

V 

■ : o: nihil- ear ter>:e*r. bars housed in 

;v. it or tran>vt rx a\ t :u be- I An. rr bra k es 
♦ven ..xv operated h\ a >\-stem or rods and 
ear,;>. At the ro: a pair vrsior bars 
cor.rtotoa to traa.re arms which. :r. turn 
.oca.tv v'T. the c«utec en.a or the swing-axle 
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fail EiOnnkl ,imI 
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Righi- Tlu- t‘MO Sxy.-ni with 
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[jit - iviHjJJ cKingr 
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iniprt'Vi un-ait 


I hroiighimt I hr 
[I Irtnz fCiirdhofi 
pl.uwl .1 grr .11 deal ni 
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ni.irkrt.rshituiing M miisi 
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tin- Un^irvssivr VW si.md <\\ 
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dri\e> hafts Cable-Operated drum brakes 
were to be found here alxc The iront shock 
absorbers uert- conventional telescopic 
hydraulic units, but those at the rear were ot 
the o'dtT-sU ’.e lever-arm design 

m-' ft— ■ 

The chassis itself cl i x i\ resembled the flat 
tloorpan fav oured by lA^rsche. although more 
strenuthening ribs wereuxd to increase rigid- 

C7 k’ ^ 

Uy, Rear-seat passengers would haw 
approved of the impnnement in leg r^m, 
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a vehicle wmch w\h tar mure pradiail to use on the 
::k'v i *euo;\ hu \ ruavk ot l uropc and North. America 
LtttrwIiK ed at hu vittiv time .u* thu* rodi*sign wa*- a new 
iadttwud knout whuh would remain in use. virtually 
>tm hunv.wt until hie ! Ki ’V •* \ ehu lt>ol tins era wen 1 a curious 
p v v v 1 * ■ / uni mvu Eel.imit^: ih- old II^Zcc engine, first 

nhodoced in J 1 ■ dlon*; v , ith ^ nuiphou ■ ami the earlv-stvle 
u.vs'Mti ; uiu\*| i ImveM-i furlhtrY hanees uvte on the horizon 
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Ifa-.y; The nnv sh.ipc ef^jlno 
hit AnJ Larger mir window 
tOmpkidy iTAtHfannni the 
hji k K ic U uf the fill ill'. Other 
dfUik however ^uch .i'- the 
simple fi L »ir lightsand 
humped, wnv unduingiv) 
.and wmild nrfruiin so imr j 

little while longer. 


4Khil Hie big news for l9xS 
WMS I In- tKlY lIjsSfeCMd 
w hich iv® raiiic.ilty different 


virtually ujultcfedL until the 
IkTik when safety Uwi 
dictated a Irirsh |«* >k 


f rh Dh- interior trim wax 
much tin 1 - ■jnwiB n lud 
bivn adequate hut nol 
i slm^ J* probably ilw- hc*l 
w.ii to Jixnlv it \ map 
pH ta t in the dro. or”** door 
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windows roiled vip, the car sevm became 
stu fry. ,1 situation made worst' when the 
heater was used Volkswagen overcame this 
problem, to a degree, in 1950 when it added 
-mall cut-outs to the leading edge of the door 
Jasv allowing fresh. draught-free air into the 
car simple by winding the window down very 
^lightly. The following year- small opening 
vents were added to the front quarter panels 
ahead of the doors which ducted air into the 
car from below the dashboard. I lowever, this 
system lasted for less than two years as it 
proved to be very draughty, earning the vents 
the nickname of "crotch coolers in the USA as 
the fresh air was directed where the occupants 
least appreciate!! it! 

In the earlv 1950s, two significant improve- 
merits to the car were the change to hydraulic 
brakes on all export models in 1950 and the 
use of telescopic rear shock absorbers in 1951* 
Between them, these two improvements made 
what was already becoming a good car even 
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w :t 4 - chronxv: hubcaps, dwr hats 
wn.mv.p ; nw and bumpers polished 
-' •■..c’- Kxw and a new tuevs; 
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better. The standard model was forced to sol- 
dier on with the dreadfullv antiquated 
cable-brake system, however, and owners hifd 
lo prepare Ehemsolves for tlu brakes to lock on 
in verv cold weather as the cables became 
frozen in their guides 

Out With The Old 

The next- and arguable the most noticeable, 
stage in the beetle'^ development fook place in 
1953 when the split rear wuui^w which hail 
been part of the Beetle A design since the kdJ 
prototypes, made way for a single oval- 
shaped window which offered some A’ jvi 
cent greater area With this, and a da^hKcud 
that had been radical!) jvviesigued llu pan ? 
oris vear, the Beetle took on a ixmsiderablv 
miiremiH.U-ruap|xvirance I hennU drawKuk 
to thin redesign (at least, as far as future col 
lectors and restorers weto centerned 1 vca> that 
a small industry sprung up with se\ eral vior k 
>hi^ps oth rmg to cut the central di\ iding bar 
mil ot the old split-window cars to mime the 


new kv>k' FxTX'rt novie's K’rcniod 
synchromesh King mcorrv^rated on the tor 
three gears :r the :ra$s:or. nvisr - -: ku 
Beetle far mo a” r'eo.sr'i to drive \s ra: as the 
t.Kfivv was co;\v;rod :ht greatest rc<N's was 
that the AX 1 tXXHh tvetlc final!v rol cd or the 
assembly line on 3rd Inly A53 The 

\ olkswagcn was here to stav 
The trusty 1 lolce Z?bhy i acme, w hich had 
privvidt\i the motivation K'hind the 

KtiKlwaccn Schwimmwoven are the first 

O 4 

p i\\i uction Teeth> icas ::na [\\ mie>:gnevt roi’ 
l lJ ^4 and grew to 1hi.ee and Vhhp This 
engine although of esw'ntial'v the one Say - 
out as its pnxicxvssor. allowsvi the Beetle to 
muse at between 5 and :6km h (5 and 
Idmph' taster and proved to Iv one ot the 
nucst rt'luble engines eve: Knit fiv \olks- 
wagen .1 moasmool its >ucves^ the sime 
engine remained in pmluction until the end 
of the decade seeing service in all 
\ oiks wage n nuxU'K l von a> late as the tAss 
the engine was ar .uLiKem tlu standard sedan 


a no' us >o.5 ix^pula: for -'j,h applications a> 


fire-rumrs and generators 

■r it %y 

On 5:5, August the 1. IV 1 '■•.oh Beetle 
was produced at Wkilrsburg, a milestone 
which Heinz \ordhotf celebrated bv 


announcing a cut \n the p;irchase price The 
Standard nuvfi! wa> cut from PM5, 0 3d to 
DM3the E\jx>rt from PV4.550 1 to 
DM4 ~V0 and the cabriolet from P.Mn.SV to 
Throughout the vear, several 

%J -m 

: m ptV’\ ements were mode to the c ar. inclu d- 
mg the fitting ot tlashing indicators for the 
American market in place ot the traditional 
Mcnaohorc^ Karpnsmglv the cars produced 
lor other markets including German v 
reta ; n id the 4 n; t M a tv\i m ec ha n k a I i n vh co t o rs 


v% Kch a> always were mount(?d in the 
B pillar. UK specification models, -usi 1 
gamed the unwieldv towel rail bumper 
guards which were dtsigntv to bring the 
\ \\ s bunuc r height up to vanethmg cUxvt 
to that of the average domestic is car. Toth or 
these mtxiifications wvre introduced in 















































































































































vt liu lo 'Kami i!^ i- vimo 
pinch Soti% 
however, tii.ii Type 2 
three panels. Thr ei'fifre imr 


fmtjuenth Iviug fitted wiih a 
r.iklitv white a dock appeared 
tin I he nposiU* fide Il> ihv 
’-pYvIonii t«. r 


rvxjxm iv'i i 

cojt'miv?\ j i * \ rhicU* K >- 1 'ti the imvhanical cunux'itudts \>i 


Vl’UUl 

numtvr mvusI* 


111 *; 1 vv hi > \\ cfV 111 uCSLX'i' Jti' IliVtl 1 . 11 

which ulfferinJ the reliability of a 
u t which would be capable ot t am ing a 
w»i^ the box-like Type 2, the first 
he factory since the w t ir. With its 

Mi* Jmh'imvu'i ,mJ hcav\ dutv ^usix-nsion, this new 

*u»uv tek- Ijf \tifx ritu toits nnitiv canUwfHirarv rivals. 


‘"'■i i p-w; (j.ithh 1,1 rd i>( the 
i .irK 1 i pc ' iv,ik rvimiiilKlttt 
of tlui l> i ihe iwlmtportry 
fwiilr ifiiliMt, the !he> 


l Im f i h iv no vhDtii):i‘ iq 

*‘V C4T?M T Ijlflk ll IM k of 

t\ i itiHciJ up in i i^hl tn 
u- pvtiJc to h* lilTTli vI 
h iMk' The Luge WiltdoH 
j jyiv ihi* intrnof j light 

i s i p\ fail's title 




SPECIFICATIONS 


Enjmc: 


H,v- 


w 1 i'lVdct Comif«*>cfl Two 

1 -* - Mpton ghI von 
O^Jcn *x1 iAM uinrnn*^ pr.Tcrr- Four m*> btatf Airm^jr 
tV'vi- !<-*j’i *••-. ■. ■ -•* ;v*i Bcrcandiroke ••,*.• 

Cip4CFf> Valm t •-./:..•<> .- :: .-''v Cwfmttjfl 

riffO ■■ Fuel tyttWn “ . - 

tor, HAMTUrn po«^ 30 fe^p( 1 iUS t ; Hrarivn carqg* 


E. r . 




Tranuniiiiort: 

njuf rKtvtjref-rtjnp^-^-. trartkt'X- v*r*r etrgrjrf 

feaf dETit* iC’-t Tivi j- pnxr ^wv 

Clear runt • .* : - , 

ttyed 1 25 Vx-fltl ^ r -rsf '-r 

1 Firui dr»ye fitio ; 

fttfftrTtm ptar 


Brakcv: • 

inam on *5 tu At**: 

Strrnnjp 



Suij^iuioo: ftorit 

•tf»d 7c.* >.•*£?< V'WC* j:.- 'xbrn 1 »•■"*■ " p#> '.v- .*-. Rear £ . ,• •• 

i&fg, i'-'3 wtfl r<v i V>i) Kxvon b»rt and 
Redu--.t<ir, ij**". ryi ri*jsr nie> 


Wheeh and lyrriu 


. f 


Pimviniont E < • fj: 

Height: I'H lrrm( 6 fc A 4 ei) W hwla it; 240 ' 
1 1031/ i.MoJ bl 


Nwnunct: ttiumum n Ao. r c f i\ ■ 

•;SC--‘s3ii> -' f . Ft«] ooraumpciori x» - = • ■ 

Number bufeft: 


(Jwiwn 




& frOT-* 1 CA* fy*. 


twer xv.va mtxrh longer 
than the Beetles .md >ht 

'h,irvT s brAL'Ifo r" 
was vertical. No(e flat fkitir to 
the cab 

F*L if Type 2$ were 
equipped with ■^etrupherc 
indiohrs up ur.fil 1W*I when 
iLivhiri^ mJuLiii tor' wtre fir>i 
intr«h*ced Svcviphores 
wetv Ideated tm ihc dixr 
pilbrs. 




.••LStY Earf’-n swdel> 


ktrjtmcd ^KEm dkvr' 
Sci'^v. «■*! :br linn* 


iJPt 


hmaed f a cunr aeprs-* rva^s* , at 


the hti.lhf vTiiali I^t ci 
the centre cs the brake 

M jxing Sale the tmy 
rr*t and the 


ruittntriLAn bumpt-rv ivrvurt 
v. iiuid haa e uttered little tr 
rht wav at protectiiW in ihr 
n ms or j. crash. 


. i *i i. 'v ■. ; 1 7 ^ .v i 

Per. run th* Duteh importer 
ut Vii-'w.s.iiffu the I‘> 2 

m «. 

HA* ..t •viikiw’* *’ r - * front ■ " 
vvtl bt^xrr.ng Ba^Yi Lu^h\ 
on tvci'tie Trcvhanx Al 
cornpoine*u> ccnpjsc ar-,i 
Ci.in:vmtksun the Tvyv 2 
ttuhxred htA\ \ aun invtt 
nu>fXp»:.’n .trki ,:%-i 
ride fcurghl due to fed .icTton 
iiMrv tin ih<*n*ar .iC\"> Th.u 

tuimntg Sitmihi a^'dv*! »t' 
lK* ti'p txf the rarLjpe •■» ;th 
exfr.i tmn. tupunt 
.itvl nvl'iiPfc’tintrtl mrvfoivY 
Tht 1 patnr vcHeex* ^'t i. N* 

HR'hfi ,»:%i Si* ]’,.rg i\,-.v Uni 

i> mitioibriv attraktiw 



IS .tv !;i\e Siaifv* 
m.\S ;v Htfi ,th vVUipI'HVi 
vnth thiY I*.:’!; . n-glh s: - rv 
ji .“iMtiec ivKk h ilj* lt v pro 
I**iY\' v jV'p.,!, 1 .* :'t Jv? 


e , 1 he ' tm^tx 

v 1J sj\p 1 )'■’ < Tl^inO H .1 v 

i,*!W irflu p:,i\ m ihv Ti)> , 
TtHMiiEftg ih-it j>*rh’Tm.v.V i 
L\,l' pit k.Ti'is t'NiX". i' 

■WtiMlUle hlltWT ('Mififi.C 
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! ‘ V - I i ihU !rt > ' 

lm I Dllrhil in \U}',n I |*#*» 
I h 1 4 |iMi n it ,i>« 

hnlt .iltvr \ui7%i -i 

ihi-’ 1>I (lit* 
tnutl umjps .iit.fe iSn- |ii’6.I1 

if tit* iiltll tin <H I lli' 

3■ .11 lift . mi ii|'|vsitr 


Hi-;iit V'(.ilk-ii,i^rii 

»*( Uli 1 H’lOt <111-1 
"tith luiaI a EiTUin i liy.jtjtrr 
.ill al til 1 tl OiVil Ibi'V Hi'ti 
till (Hi ■■ V i 111 till' iv.ll ttll’V 

pr^nmiiisi tlii 1 VW lus^v \u a 

i; Hill m.iiim-i Null lln- 
ilf^li'T III 11 Vi 

nivbt it lull I Hi’ V Vt ,|1MIU v 
vmiiiM -hi vi 1 .i' llinui^h lln 

ih itVl'll h'liuM I Lr f r 
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New A i rivals 

t f t»n's skeh h consisted of a box like body 
mounted on wh.it was more or less a beetle 
i hassis While ihis particular layout proved to 
be Impractical the Beetle floorpou was not 
strong enough to carry a large load placed in 
the centre the idea appealed lo Nordhoff 
who gave the go ahead to design and prodm e 
,i st il table vehicle. I he end result was a simple, 
one-piece body welded onto a chassis frame 
which was far stronger Ilian the saloon's floor - 
pan. f ile trusty I THci, 2abhp engine was 
pressed into service, as was the flee lie's trans 
mission - with one notable modific.ition. In 
order to iru lease tile ground clearance reduo 
lion boxes were filled to either end of the rear 
axle shaiK in exact I v I lie same wav as on the 
old Type-© Kuhelwagen. At the front, a new, 
heavy-duty suspension unit was used, based 
on the 1 design used on passenger CMS* 

The Type 2, or *BuDT as it became affec 
tionatefy known, proved to be a huge suet W&, 
seeing regular use with all kinds of businesses 
and even the emergency services. One of the 
most popular conversions was into the foldll 
ambulance - the factory even offered such a 
conversion themselves. In late* years, the 
Type 2 would become the mainstay of the 
motor caravan or "camper" market, earning 
Itself an unparalleled reputation for longevity 
and reliability the world over 

The second new product to appear in the 
1950s was the stylish Karmann t»hia, in Kith 
coupe and cabriolet form. Following the sue 
cess of the Karmann-built Beetle cabriolets, 
consideration was given lo producing a some 
what more glamorous model designed to 
appeal to a wider audience. Wilhelm 
Karniann had long held a desire to build a 


sports car of his own and talks foot plait■ 
between the Osnabnlck work- and 
Wolfsburg, with a view lo producing a Volks¬ 
wagen-based spirts car Hein/ N ordho.lt was 
not par I it ularly mteresleil in the idea a all hi 
IhoughU and the factory's spare capacity - 
were being taken up with producing 1 h. 
Beetle in sufficient quanlilies u ■ nuvt the ev er- 
mc(easing demand. 

Others might have given up at this first 
hurdle, but Karmann persisted, eventually 
|vi iiadmg \urdhuH lo allow him lo aibmit 
some designs, These were duly examined by 
Ludwig Boehm r, head of production devel¬ 
opment, and Karl Fctiereissen. head of the 
sales and service operation. Both were 
impressed with the overall Concept but 
remained unmoved bv the styling. Karmann 
filmed fo the well-established tibia styling 
studio in Tumi for inspiration and the result 
was a beautiful, timeless two-seal coupe, the 
design credits for which have always been 
hotly contested bv both parties 

I he Karmann Chia, as the new car came to 
be called, was eventually given Nordhoffs 
!desviing ftnd uent into produHii m in ! Li aS, fo 
be met with universal praise In America, the 
Karmann (.hsa became extremely popular, 
being criticized only tor its rather lack-lustre 
performance Alter all, despite their svelte 
good looks, the stylish coupe and its cabriolet 
stable-mate relied only on an unmodified 
Volkswagen drivetrain 

With the Beetle going from strength to 
strength, imreasing export sales, a successful 
commercial vehk \ > and a spirts car of its ow n, 
Volkswagen could look forward to the next 
decade with a confidence few other automo¬ 
bile manufacturers could match. 
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1959 TYPE I KARMANN GHIA 


D espite punJuum; the sucvv'sstul cabriolet Bill It? tor 
\ plk^w j\\\ ‘in, H ilhv;m Kaniwnn had a long-held ambition 
to budd .< cat ot his own, t’l Had l ordmand i'urschc In tni- 
’■ \ i '■"*- 1 kar maim bcran negotiations with \oiks wagon 
^ th a \ nm io pn\Sikm ; a tim: vehicle based on \ VV 
... '-up meats I h* talks led nowhere m> karma nil turned to the 
Vdn.i stvhng studio in 1 unn Italy 1 4 ■»! inspiration. I he result 
i w !fnM\ st\h^h two mat coupe and convertible 
which in 1 ‘ ,J * * and following much diseyssion* eventuallv 
gamed Mem, NorJheO > approval {odav earl) Karmann 
Mhs i - ue held m high esteem bv Volkswagen enthusiasts. 




ITof IK 1 nijiiw of the CKi.i 
rr’.-i- u.> ■ I hi- - 1 E;:i 1 ' tsi.it 

ii h %1 iii ||n-i ini|rm|\ir,m 
N.iknwi. wilh dtiiiil change*- (u 
llw air-filler li,n .Hri ftw (in- 
Iuuxm Exxh Eim\ Thi* luiirrv 
I'js n*(xwtiniml in e!u l uidcr 
liijjiiu Ki\ tnj ^FiMtef 
awn, «,nu-iuv 

Rt$t :f I nii'iinr Him d ihe 
h.irnivtnn (ihr.i wav t i|u jvs 
I vllrr than llvil ill ill- tktllr 
N.n^li. ihi> Liryn’ map pmki'l m 
11 mt ikxir pvt net 



Alwv Theiliihlnsiiil ii.iv |,n 
nnuv Mi Lis.h l)un ihc EfrtilvN 
with t vtM nwinmiiEiSLitinn 
and more trim. The Mt-vriilj; 
ivhivl was unique hi ilk’ 
inikid vitul likikiii Jar mikr 
modem clum the SsihknTv 

\ii[r ihe liv i‘l Hue 

Wolfsburg oly crest m the 
ciulri- oi tlii.' Yl\tiii|; 
iduvl. 



m niimmtiiim 



.. dlkloki iv.! 
fuc tin: Nolo 


mimtf tuii'M 


SPECIFICATIONS 


%-i i*^ ^* w* f *- 
>* i t W3r w “,s,* k r > w 

4^n “ r 


fetlAL 




TTh- Kjim-mn Chi.i ipvoiv 
lI> Utiiquf V 1% Kidds’ on iho 
,"c J3v.xi of Itw front 
Cvxnpamnor-T 


























































































































A TIME FOR CHANGE 



Tf Wsy V*w the Wtksw n Ikvlle 

AbwudW vlS m%A truly v-4 iblishtM on the 
wofkl nurkH then the IVKk would MV tt 
tunkfgo h vvta! major revokes that were 
Mended to keep it there Ik* new ditiidi 4 
began nuide-dK eruniyji with Volkswagen 
nwktttg lew change* to the eat other than detail 
twxlitKiituans to the ulterior kn example, a 
new Peering %vheel with ^-tm arail.it hem 
mtj; M thv 14**) models ,it last replaced thv 
r athvr dated one that had kvn m plate Mtuv 
thv mid tithes or adding an anti roll Kir tor 
thv front MK|vn4on t*roKiMv thv mM uwflil 
i hangv a < far ,v- thv driver was n»ruvnu\l was 
thv wit camelling indicator arm 

riu- t.uton liatvcwi vn\ some rather 
■ iJ tmfxniani. han ;« s taking pkur both phv sii all) and financially 
'v hist ,itul diHibtfvmin h lv* thv w or kvr < ' delight, the last of the 
i'!,! -v irtimv i mit.k k hUx ks w»-o’ [\a ti don n therein severing the last ot 
[ hc *amle.o (He links with tin A \\ . m tasioitaltv shadowy past. As far 
m Mu i^ni|Mtn s tin.uuvs were . oikenn k \ there had been plentiful 
h **’in .uni aKnii n ho ,utti alii owned the Wolfsburg plant Hie state of 


— 




■\h v WtU vlmr^ fin-i tl v 

vhiHik i»!! iho I.M til Ihr links 
with ils less iJluvlriinis [Xivt 
wtivn the el it iVititimr 
ku r.ui blitft ■ wen* turn 
i lev, n 1 Tir (-ilE chlmilt'V*> 

Ivul by iieu, Kvtimeil 
klmiliar lithd'irvirk, visible 
fi’t ■-tiver.il mill's around 


liver Saxony believed it to belong to its 
people, while tile < German government fell it 
was a national asset. Final! v, the problems 
were resolved when I he company was floated 
on the 1 stock exchange on 22nd August, I960: 
I Eowevei, the gov ernment in Bonn retained a 



L 'j N! Ota hoi I h' 4 i?. i'tifninjf 
uiiJit iin ii'itMiu; (’rv'-urv Iti 
iA|Mnri tlvo irnvM If no-Up. 
Tln‘ Ikalt u hilvslill .1 huge 
Slit v ’". u ih O.ittUlii |u 
shtiVi' iSJjiiMs .i dcMgn, 


Ki^iit On 2:i»il Auglisi. 
itir,i! i u w.iv iItuiv,,! 04i (he 
i HTnuin stock tixdsmgc, 
with Mi pvrvvnl ti| it> shafts, 
tiftrnxi to llu’ public 





Ivrv.ti The Isxs svw much 

roUxt I A]'* rtk-ul t'f ihv 
i' rti-u n* viols ai\J 
l AtTCUHxi production put 
cX tit griMtvr pnsMm itn this 
c* titing mlnr-aTUfture 
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A 11 Ml K HU I iANGE 
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20 percent slake, with another 20 percent 

being held by Lower Saxony - the remaining 
60 percent was offered to live public to raise 
further capital. 

As a result of this course of action, the 
Volkswagen puiste swelled from DM 300 mil¬ 
lion in 1950 to around DM 600 million in I9( 
providing the factory with the wherew ithal to 
invest in new projects. With 3.6 million share 
on offer, there was no shortage of investors at 
the initial price of DM 50 per share. Just over 
one year later, Volkswagen announced that 
the shares had »ncreased i n \ r a I ue by a n lund 1 2 
percent, providing a healthy return for thosv 
investors who wished to make a quick unan- 
da 1 killing. 

The other big news, as far as the factory w 
concerned, was the increase in praduclivilv, 
with Heinz Nordhoft being able to proudly 
announce that daily Beetle production had 
topped the 4,000 mark \ knvever, no matter 
how manv cars Wolfsburg was able to pro¬ 
duce, it was still unable to keep up with 
demand. In I960, Volkswagen dealers were 
still having to quote a five-month delivery 
time for the car, in stark contrast to rivals who 
COtlld guarantee delivery within a few v 
at the most. Perhaps it was time for 
Volkswagen to make some big decisions if it 
was to keep hold of its number one spot in the 
market place Mordhoff, for all hi^ leadership 
qualities, did at times appear to remain com¬ 
placent about the company's products, giving 
the impression that the Beetle was all that 


lntrcdibl«‘ though it 

may - cm. I bo Kwr 

XHrui,ira j iVctto v%-iis still 
Ail.iblti in Ihco.ixlv 

cixnplcifwiiK its , 

ojvr.titsl br^ios ctirly-'tvlt* 
'itiTins; whed »iiv! txttjl y 

tit chronu' tr;m. 


Th« IXtlOjXX>th Ttipt- 
1 — j 2,T*wiiiiji)it r Dduxo 

Aimixt r - tMmv off tho 


pnmjiK'iitin iim*tn 1962, 
mnw 12 it jfsahiTiho 
nvodoJX intiitiuLtH -n . Thu- 


ti^Ont lVjs r .IS jlv..lV' iVWry* 

fi?r much celebraSiim. 



Volkswagen needed to stay at the top. 
However, as time would unquestionably 
prove, appearances can be deceiving 
As a whole, the German motor industry ■•, a- 
expanding, with total vehicle production 
exceeding 23KXMHX) units in hr* As far as 
Volkswagen was concerned, production 
reached 725.939 cars - just over “.V ,V\ ot 
which were export models - and some 159 - 
Tvpe 2 comnuTcsals The tact or-, s fortunes 


continued to improx' 
narne DN' 4 b billion 
there were sxn\ ■ iver i 


e, with a turnover nr 
for i 9nfL In Germany 
,300 \AV dealers with a 


further 4.i.KXl to be found overseas. Together 
lhen he.:>ed to Like total sales of the Beetle 
through the 4 AkXhOOO mark b\ the end of the 
calendar war. 


There were changes afoot, howe\er First of 
all. for >*2 the Beetle en-cine was at long last 

tT 1 K’ 

redesigned or. more correctly, repkeed with a 
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1962 Pi'PE I SALOON 



• iiitsmttutimrv 


I lie range of colours 
nlhroi hi' Volkswagen n,i> 
large Litnt tnilmithl nuily 
attract tv r s ha. lev Pastel hm> 
such os I his \ - Wl Turquiitstv 
vivre popular *l!lJ the 

lines o| I he lleetle well. 
Whiten all tyrev odd the 

finishing touch. .ilihtuigh 
they ivi-rt' not fitted ,!-i 
standard In I he l,ictoi> Mie 
sun \3^n mvr the front 
nimisfrivii is >m .liivsMity 
part. .i> iire Elu' mmllliifvs +niif 
door pratixloiv 


/tlvw U'fl i* right I hr style of 
the licet le had progressive!) 
cl binged sn cr the y< u and, 
by the early Incite, its hu) 


taken on <i refreshing new 
look- Ww r.-.ir light 

as H-iti HitN incurpora led 

separate turn signal leibeis 


mu ,\ new engine cbict v,js 
n traduced to alien -.paceio 
:hf larger capacity I l^Zcr, 


iawi| lie 


SPECIFICATIONS 
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\ ! 4 *» v C ho net' 
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, Hi 


the rwisi^l ( i^inc, a nevv 

It' IK apfHMUtlHV 1 hp Wdx ,l 

n Vv sin a otu pit'vi' t .ishu', «i^ 
old -phi i,i «e tnuwaxle 
mi in’ rnl.itiv elv unchanged 
hK | Eii- tnnv Irtiiismivsnm 
v mg iu hmsneshtin all toi 
itu; t{ Hi mote f'tiMvinl to 
i i rank h here, on the old 
vrnlvl onh Iv selected at rest. 
Mttg the new design proved 
tg and remained in produc 
nvh.mged, until the WSOs. 
vorvil other modifications 
'M the sarnie time, including, 
nger s delight the fitting ot 
r as standard The hid tank 
t\le?4giH\i and although having a 
Mtv it resulted in an increase m 
Lggage sprite under the hxvt lid. 
tallowing \ ear Volkswagen was 
uiou restrained m its programune 
ktouottS improvement, with the biggest 
news's being a redesigned rear-tight duster 
h hub now tea tut td a larger lens area w ith a 
T- v ■■-' anux r tuni "igiul axa t ed at the Sop 
. "e K\'t ad t;n.\2U lost its troublesome over- 
'vnuv e.v\ u hu h had been tilted to all Beetle* 
stnee the vvn beginning. This had been the 
e-? manv damaged bonnets as petrel 
■ ,i:tenN :mv. to shut them without 
• " : '< siav \ ;\i *t %'• | tte*W\ springs 

- did th; v-h er holding the hoot lid ojvn 
:Vr:‘.‘,rs the rr«*u usetul improvement was 
the titling ot a had gauge on the dashboard 
ajor.cssvie the >jx*\:ometer. the old floor- 
rr.wrteii re-srv c :.ip at last disappearing - 
t'vatp: on the standard inedtb The latter 
:w:.e* were rather idmsv tv m tie m that thev 
st:,. maae ot the old V»bhp engine, came 
^^eopwatej brakes and the cusieman 
•- gh net a be. Her hv this 
ianaaro rrxdei wa- to remain on 


Ll T V\ 


\ *i 


i f *"!fn 

* '•»'« »■ H '4 S , kM 4 L- *. \ j fc-ail. 


me 


V d -#V 



VT . 


14 ft lei S |*timlvr t%L VW 
jfiniwmifd iho nr u I vjx- 3 
RUKld, '.lunvn lu rr in prx- 
product tun form. Based on 

i hi' tm\ lianu .il Li vuiif l hr 

Bnlli'; it v.',i•, „i [jiiirt' nnsJiTn 

. rj i «uh.i«.k4 


Aiviv. rht*Ty|v3 fiMinml .i 
wider llOoep^iM Ijlun rlut ol 
tlic U-s-Elr. aIitiij; with 
«.’vim\! imql si^jv hsioii ,ind 
ui iu-iv paneiile" L'ti^inc 
dtsign vvhic h Allowed it to 
(il i]]idi.-T t i ic.ir lu^.ip.’L- .uim. 





Tht k Tyjv 1 sliisvvn 

in r i^‘ iiT hiliion, 4 >f 

K fv r ijtf hlvicV". .fuim, could 
W?ver !r»L» teh tlif. 1 
sUOiXrsM.'s iif lh<‘ Ikrlli' 

3 hn,VLrVer f it pnivixl |l> In- an 
i-^lremt'ly praitn il 



The big news, how tner, was not to do with 

the Beetle, but a new model edited the T ype 3. 

First announced in September 1961, the new 

caij which would be sold as the VW 1500, 

appeared to share little with the Beetle A new 

engine again ,i deikTopinent of the unr 

used in the Type 2 - was all new, with a swept 

volume of some 1!98cc The body was far 

* 

more conventiimal in styling terms (compared 
with the Beetle, at least), being what is tod a. 
known as a "three-box" design and came to be 
nicknamed the "Notchback". Ever ernes to 


prove thev knew how to get the most into the 
least. Wolfsburg's stylists bestowed upon the 
Type 3 the unique feature of front and rear 
luggage compartments To achiev e thw the 
Type 2 engine was redesigned, with a new 
cooling system that allowed the engine to be 
fitted under the fkw of the rear luggage are.- 
the cooling fan now being driven from the end 
o f t he c ra nks ha i t ra- her t h an o:r: r. e gen era: v - r 
The arrival of the Type 3 on :he -cere v\ a- a 
verv timely development; lor the Ixvtle v. as 
having trouble maintaining its lead in the 


Siime v percent at 


ume 


■. hen to La 


vehicle 


sale- in Germany were up by over 10 percent. 
Although v'olkswagen could still boast that it 
retained a third of the domestic market, out¬ 
sell me nearnest rival b\ factor of two, the 


ie compart v vv as 


IriU'TI- 

■k I 1 \ XL 


overall trend tor t 
wards and market share would drop below 3c 


percent the following year. 

One interesting - and tToublesc^nie - chapter 
:n \ olksvv agents historv finalh carrie to a close 
in v Vrobcr I9nl, when a settlement was made 


Lit. Thtreu-m' stv^rol 
fiignLfk^nt k-.iUin.-4 on Hit 
nHv nuxit! which wmiU 
i‘\ L'ntu.illv (end Lhdr w.iy 
onto tliv Bcdle: fl.ii hubcap, 
L i t.ir^or. I ?0Ukv engine .mj, 
c VL j ri E i [»i Uy, it i-c bralus 
Siinc im11i\( Elk- Tv !h 3 
do wily ill ih v-tyHily I‘of, 
whilouinlonhU'dli pl.im m 
iippi-uroiict', il was a vity 
^ txid jtnului I. 


Right The NsiUEvb.li V. was 
pitiiii At l\> kmui ]| |H Elk- 
Vori.iriL nr V4|UArs Kvik 

Tills fWkiL'.tl Vf lki li- iuut .1 
l.urgf iaj-alUv Atul 

vi’as iheicm^l-mtuiinK 

l\ (H- A Itlixiri V>f till 


L *i En Au^u^l i^C- iK fitiU 
utln r l yjjt- In im h 1 ji'Uivtt t 1 V 
ilk" J t A\(|\ui' AU>UJV 

with liSilf, bul 

‘vtllnodt .u |H-Mnmwuc \ 
ws-IE pri>|Mrlij.irk>t i .it, it 
provi-il tsi K 1 .( p^nl.iT 

nmxkl sn |U( \\S linr tip 
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pmchuso ot ,i new Beetle. This was lunied 
dou n ,mi! lU* savor* returned tn the supreme 
njiiri 4 inly lo have Hie ease referred back in 
I ln v lower i nm ls one v again. 

I mallv, in 1961, 11 it* ease came In an end 
when the courts ruled th.it Volkswagen 
should makecosh repayments ol between J >M 
2 r ' and I HHk ora credit nl between 15M ISO 
and I )M fi(H) ugainM a new ear, depending nn 
how m,mv stamp < the saver hod in Jiis bunk. Jt 
Would be another nine years buiore die lost 
payments were made, honouring over 120,000 


KdP saving contracts, of which just over a ha l l 
id the claimants opted in buy a new cur I he 
Inla I cost to the company was in excess ul DM 
Ji million, eilher in cash nr credit. The last 
icmuming ghost hum the past had I malic 
been I,ml to rest. 

Rising Production 

I tie end of would see ,i leap In a pro¬ 
duction run id some MMM,338 vehicles, while 
the U'HKMHiuth Beetle was sold in the ISA 
America had become such a large and impel 


(ant market that Volkswagen uj>eni i d .i new 
headquarter". I hens at hnplcwi-ud t Ihl m 
New Jersey* on 2(lt1i November |Mf>2. In hind 
sight it is perhaps a little surprising that the 
company never opened a ma mi tact u ring ptant 
in North America s|hs ihcally to assemble the 
Beetle, considering how many id them were 
sold there Many years later, a VVV plant 
would be built in Westmoreland, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, In assemble the Hobbit, the US version 
of the best-selling Golf, but it was destined to 
dose alter a troubled history, 












































































196b 1300 SALOON 
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llu fcuinry- I hi* ^vond 
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1966 1300 CABRIOLET 






Afvrv tk‘ reason u'hv 

p" 

the [kn'tli' cobrtolH was Elu- 
i-nv\ <>! mi m.my oilier 
niiimihu ttiri i' was the 
COmpU'^f lhf folding 

hiKxl nuirlwnfMit 


/ihw rjfihl: Wtlh liu kiod 
folded down, the drivers, 
view |o the tvjlt wjt * 
si.rmvwhAt restricted. A writ- 
fitting hinxJ fag was 
supplied Js -tarsdanj with 
each cabriolet- Sole (he 
chruTTv frame to cadi of ihv 
side '■■■ tmlmw 

Rt*h: From the front. (he 
d:.i (motive th.ipv of the 
cabrioletwindscrwri 
survived trim !k i ugh (he 
gUs** arc i hid hvn intre-iM'd 

ih August 19*4 


.4hw At the fn<n(. the Stood 
vs,I-. H'tDri'd with tJicM 
adjustable chimp- I he 
design tiTis mj dlicu-iii ili.it 
the cabriolet v. a?. ay wiviiIut- 
tight ci\ tlu- sjhvsn 


i all beetle built throughout the wars the must sought* 
utM haw Kvn the cabriolets Huilf 


iKtubntvk they were based on the 
accorduigh Uiurtsj alt the mechanical upgrade 
the envy of mam othei manufacturers tor the quality of the 
kamiann cufivctsiien was second to 


none. 


eed, it has often 


Iveu sikl that it a [Msvcn^vi was blindfolded, he would be 
unable to Ml it he was travelling m a basu saloon or a 
■b*ioh t Kn there was little im reuse in wind-noise and no 
> ’able Ios. ot c teidiu It it w orth noting that the cabriolet 
wouk! vHitla a the sakvn i m the Volksuagen production lines. 
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deeper than Kipri' TTh windscreen was 
2^mrr l lin 1 taller. Uhj. The opening quarter 
lights m the doors changed "hape, with their 
pillars being raked Kick at a slight angle to 
give the ear a mere miidero Jtv** At the rear 
the familiar J-handle engine IkJ hvk made 
wav ter a plain push button latch which -till 
could not he kicked. 


M ore Power 

Inside the f%5 model there were now 
heater control levers which replaced the old 
rot an knob which had been used since 
C\ u>Kt W'2 The right* hand lever turned the 
heating stem on while the left-hand one 
opened or shut the vents under the rear seat 
While these changes mav have made the 
Beetle an altogether better cat. it was begin¬ 
ning to struggle to slay in the limelight and 
mam dealers must June prayed for some¬ 
thing new to tell their customer*- Rival 
manufacturers might not have been able to 
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Ahw IV new |5tW i-njyiir 
i* .i-< demva trim ttut us\I 
in lhe t i tv 2 And 1 \|W i 

C**m-i\iUv ruo;*j:iwi\j 
„v» h?ih£ one i.'i the N-a 

ertptii's tti r oilrtttl iti the 

Vrtto r.inpts tV 44Hip itnh 
1.^5t\l until I 4 */! when it 
U ,i - MiplT^Med K tfu 1 Ih O 
rruvtit 


Kwhi V thi* j*u1u(y pn*vv 
ihf PeH ft 1 Kid cront- .i Km,: 
w .ii sifit.r1he he.*dv J.i\> «> 

WW \tnvM V Vr.lfV ! 

Ji-i eEupnien. 1 ! tviil Ml VII the 

engine prow liuen < -*Sxv In 

149.\\\ Alld pUWlT l«LElptli 
from24bhpto 44hhp hen 
Ihe Nift ay Imp, h.iJ 
nutters bly iKiri^it! 




Rfg h i 1V tni M sweeping 
dvmm' in Aite were nude 
fit the !^s [tttwlel icAr. 
when a new cnpme IkJ. 
iaUjuv mir lights jnJ 
bumper design All 
aude I heir 
apjVkarJfw 


eoiHronunim 
KetV .mlv cam 


rMo 


boast ot the YU s reliability but thev could 
argue that their cars were more modem mere 
powerful and more enjoyable to drive, it was 
difficult not to agree with them, despite ti - 
fact that the Beetle’s salc> figures a »ntinned * 
impress in the US A, tor example, over 2^Y\\Y 
were sold that year. Y fiat w as nt.Kiit.rd wa- 
more than a cosmetic change if the Beetle was 
to sta\ ahead of the corn pent 3 on. 

Their pmvers were answered when in 
August 1^5. Volkswagen launched the ’AY 
Beetle, powered b\ a 12"A:, engine using the 
b^mm '2.22m 1 crankshaft from the 1A V Type 
3 model The result was an increase in h, rse- 
power from 34b hp to 40bhp a gam of some 
12.0 percent To distinguish the new model 
from o t h ers the re w as a d i scree! 1 1A Y ! ' bad ge 
on the engine ltd whsU a new sivleoi w het 1 !, 
with vt nhlation slots around the hubcap was 
borrowed tram the Type 3 range A fiat hub¬ 
cap was *ils‘ fitted although the tamilLir 
domed design remained in use on the 12iWc 
standard versions. 

These 1%t* models also featured a re- 
desi gn*.\i !n m: si:>pe• its i on svstem v\ h ere t he 
original sine:- and link-pin des:cn was 
replaced w ith a more modem ball-joint set-up. 
\t the xime time, the number and "ice ot tor- 
'-ion leaves ;n the front axle beam u a> changed 
to improve the ride qualiU The result was a 
car that was far more pleasant to drive and 
which had a better chance os kev pmg up with 
other traffic - the top speed of the 1 AY Beetle 
was a mightv 121 km h ~"mph Although 
total Beetle production was -lightlv down at 
1 221 2-^ sales in the \ ital US market were up 
b\ jcivt under t> .000 to A '2,423 in 

For UY2 \ oiks wagon had some big 
cliange- m store all armed at keeping fhe 















































































T im** ‘u»mv t*t the nn^t -igniticam developments 

m the Beetle s s|\vitiv<itui(i a new, more power In) engine, 
trout disc bra kes ion burn peart rmnlels) and revised styling all 
tnade the i •*<» ’ nude! war > miie'doiu’m Beetle hitstorv In the 
l S.-Y Volkswagen i3m> added wall'll tvam headlamps in 
redesigned front wings, as well as updating the electrical 
a >k ,f n to ’ 1 volt- f mo|van versions, however retained the 
old v*\ le headlamps and l he piwh volt -vsU-m \ isuallv, the 
biggest duiiige vv,i. the nvw engine lid, designed to 
k mim* v! ite the larger engine W 1 1 h more efficient brakes and 
\ is\! t* ie ngs nsiose tin.- Beetle was eontintimg to evolve. 
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AJv:v itff f* ri$h!' f rom the 
rear, the new eti^rne lid wh 
dearly viable. Its mere 
btiUxujs tk-vign w.is to Allow 


the tilment of the new 1500 
engine tiunxluisa in Atttiist 

t c V*i .ind iwjutned the 
firevTiion of *1 new rv.jr 


> ■- - s' 


Kijfljt; AlthiTugh the YW Ipgei 
nmwiinwk the Wolfsburg 
crest had h'ng since 
disappeared from the buiwift 
til was Lut s«ii in 1%2k 


Vf, {TUKlm rJJliJr W»l- tfk 

tntftvluctien m (he 1501 Sc 
engine, which hod hrvi kvn 
duty m the Tyjv - ,im! Type 
3 nsxiH- in LoTi[UFwtk>n with 
improt ,\i broking and 
S WI^h *it svyli-im. t h ls 

r i 

eilgliit- tlviJ c ttiL 3 S.T’ 1 Isvtie 
,ifp|’ Of She host tw</r 


Sy h • 1 he turn t ign .ih 
tenvuipod nn- h-mevd thaw 
,il the srvnl Kmg nHHjnkvl 
on toy of tb* w nut' 
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tor v v mr c had to be 


H\i 


a .Kwmrnodate the new engmc 
s meant a now mir valance had to 
£ door handles both inside an.: 
■o unique, being redesigned \ 1 1 
again at the end ot the mode? year Today the 
are >o:igh! a Tier b\ enthusiasts as :hev 
repn^ nt the K>t of the old le oJ VW ter 
’^ s nxxre1> u erv again ven diitervnt 

Change* Vhound 

The most v'bvious change for r 68 was the 
mtivxiuction o* heav\ Euro bum|vr> 
^o:c’aV te rr.ee': the more stnrge::: American 
'■■a re C-- at: 1 ht\ clumsy bumpers 

:v keep mg ‘--'v viteri arvrr- happy d\d 
;;: t .e t o erm.a nv e: he >:ead 1 1 \ cha n gmg appear- 
ar re o: ‘m NvLt v\rre: im proven: cuts made 
r) W oiisburg included vet another engine lid, 
this time (Considerably shorter and more 
: ” ''tv.gr, ‘nan its predecessor and an 
v v * t * : " ■■■■', -near rev. tuvl rt:!t r. \t vt door hart- 
V *- A ' > * A::r : -g.gcr le\ er* aimed a: rreventire 

Jl % 

tr^ ^vr nvm bursting open :n a n>H-over 
accident ana a collapsible steering column 
■ ■•i.:e rurthcr r'c. rearurcs \II ntexie’s :\ v .\ 
came with the Tyjv 3 > upright headlamps 
a.. :’c r ur. a rev, design o; rear Ligh: unit c n 
■v. %-„t the basic Beetie. As tar as the runrung 
gear .v as concerned the old n\e-be!t stale e: 
"*• ree-. ruling :r use srnc\ j the \ cry dr^: 

\\ a eefts 


out Wi 


V! 


tv 


o—-♦ “®*v pw way to a more rigid 
feew-bofe desjgru But perhaps the biggest 
:mpro v enven: c: a., on European m exit h «'• .•- 
the :r.rr,cucnon o: a 12-voit ekctricai sy stem 

■ ™ em ® ^ with their US-sftecifiva- 

r. r rrrvrr.m- 

Pterh^s the most todtnicaliv interesthg 
Beetk :r c?:e ’ ■. as mr. dreed :he vear the *^v- 



v.' lk\i x'iV* >’■sHiti'u:atic , his v\ . 1 ^ \ ■ j\u\k 
equip'jXxi vv.:::: a unn no three ^\\\i tiai^nus 
>:cr ther a;lowed :he dme: :o Cruagc cear 
1 thout the use o: a d;:UH In rv: thanks te a 


torvroc eonvvrior.: u or xouUi tv started ard 
Jttven irom rc-t in anv gear This new nuxivl 
accmmEcd tor bait o: all sales o: l.xV IV\ tlc> :n 


the tin4 tout nvruhs or puxHktrar 

A?-cle!rem thc :rat 1 s n \\^tot 1 the wat 1 aut*.^ 


matte alst> roahired a Ear suivr.or rear 
^sivx-in s\>tv nt with wrr:-ua'la c 
and diHibk^nntvd hillshatts \t last 


Volkswagen apiwtrev .ivknouVvlgo that 
t:\< old swing-axle design a id :% "b.xvrtix v m 
mgs K' much -o m :.ui that all EVvtks 
dt>ti:\v\: ter sale in the l S V cane with the IRb 


sn-iv:tsion regarddv^^ or the E\tre ot !r,im 
mission used. These L'>s^xxiric,’tt*'n nr\iel> 
a 1st' ccitne with a ItAWc engine. Cnee again 
one has :o question \v:v\ the L’s marker go: 
such preferential treatment when 1 : ivould 
have :\vr more cv^st-etltvtiw for :lie f.uton 


to prexiuce the vi:itv nuvSeB for all markets 




End Of \n t ra 

In t^> He:nc Norethot: who had led the 
Volkswagen or gamaanon since tb.e Li U h- A 
suffered a heart attack and da\t Threwch^mt 
his life at Wohsinirg Nonrhor: had :xx r held 
in high esteem, credihxi with lx :ng the persi>n 
ro-:x':>ibk :or ensuring the vuoevs.s or the 
Beetle Indotxi Ferdinand Porsche viewing 
the production line at ^Voltsburg once tv mod 
to Wndhoff and said You know. Here 
Nondho::, this s the w ay t alwu> - imagined it 
but 1 didn't know I was right until \ ou pro\x\: 
it", There could be no finer epitaph for the 
man who made IVrschte ^ dream a reulity 

\ordhor: had nuru critics ptvple who tell 
the companv > reliance or, ;ust one nuxiel tor 
-o h ::g would damage future prespeets T::v\i 
or such criticisms \onihxvfi on one occasion 
gat rerod : 1 *gether all the cksi gn e\i*rc 1 se> that 
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1968 TYPE I SALOON 
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F ot mam the* marked the tuimm; point m Volkswagen 
de-^gn l>one weu the snuH>th, rounded lines of old, 
replaced instead by more angular styling with a squared-oft 
' J and t til Isghtv larger more substantial bumpers 
and uom>Jo ho«u!hiinp^ kt\^ * the range The dunces to the 
bumper^ and lighting wtw made for safetv reasons as the 
tkvbe 5 rib imdei pi i ,uh‘ nol.ibtv m the L ^ V from the safety 
lobby CKtliK "mtpnn rtmiiK ' included ivUh siting the fuel filler 
to the outsideoi the v tr S‘mr diehard enthusiasts felt that the 
ivvde had lea it% \ tuim whileolheis beheviAf that the changes 
^eu made lor the better It k i . thev niv all a matter of taste. 


SPECIFICATIONS 
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H,'Uu 'i„’h! TTu- firs! Lkvtlt- 
In li .r. r firndui ftn tin t, SA 
The American nurkci 
amttnued t«i he the mini 
MiportahN sif .ill ,v, far .is 
isllfs were cuiKiTliied. 
VuIIlsiv.i^mi invt^rw! f >M 
1>1 4 mitliipn in this new 
^s-H-nibiy plant 





Der erste vv* 
aus Emden 
fur USA 


mission, followed by no k>s than three 
revised body designs and the introduction of 
an interesting semi-automatic model. Then, of 
course, there was the Type > range, which 
included a aisply-stvied Karmann Ghia ver¬ 
sion, a revised Type 2 in 5^7 and finally the 
heavyweight, and ultimately unsuccessful. 
Type 4. Taking stock of all tfwx* develop¬ 
ments, it is hard to point a finger at Nordhoft 
and accuse him of adopting a one-model 
policy The Volkswagen range entered the 
l Q 7tb with a quite staggering variety of vehi¬ 
cle's, from the basic 1200 S/wrfctffW to a 
four-door. fuel-injected family saloon. 

It had become clear, early cm in the decade, 
that the Wolfsburg site would not be able to 
cope with future production In view oi this 
Volkswagen opened a number of factories 
around the world. There had been an assem- 
bly plant in Mexico since 1°>4 (the current 
plant was opened in 1%7 at Puebla), along 
with others in Brazil, Belgium, Ireland, South 
Africa. Australia, New Zealand and the 
Philippines, all established in the 1950s. In 
1%1 these were joined by one in Uruguay, 
then \ ene/uda in ]9n3, Portugal in l u <>4, Peru 
in 19 n^ and Malaysia and Singapore in 1%S. 
in addition there were no fewer than three* 
factories, including Wolfsburg. in Germany: 
Emden had opened .itsgales in December 1%4 
and then, ol course there was Osnabriick* site 
ot the Karmann laeturv, where Karmann 
tibias and Beetle cabriolets continued to be 
prxxlneed and which had started Beetle pro¬ 
duction in 1949. in addition Type' 2s were 
built at f Vanover 

•\s a world car, the Volkswagen had 
arrived, but by now the name was no longer 
linked m.i] eh with the Beetle. 
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IMPROVING THE BREED 



alternatives: the Renault l \Si I Yin/ 
i bo British Mini. 


With the continuing production of tin 
3 models, a steadily wised 1 vpe 2 rangi 
introduction of the unwieldy Type A ami 
with the \Sl Audi empire, Volkswagi 




what was, on the surface, a very impressive 
line-up I Uiwever, the lt>p selling model was 
still the Beetle and its fortunes wore starting lo 
slip. What was the answer? According lo Kurt 
Lotz and his successor - in October 1971 - 
Rudolph Leiding, the solution was a "new" 
Beetle. Perhaps it would also be fair to say, a 
new waler-ronled ear as well: the K7d. 

The K70 was a disaster for Volkswagen. 
Conceived as an NSL and inherited bv 
Volkswagen when it acquired the Neckarsubn 
company in 1969, the K7G was something new 
as far as VVV was concerned. The angular 
three-box saloon was powered by an in-line, 
front-mounted water-cooled engine which 
drove the front wheels via a transaxle unit. 
Loosely based on the old MSI air-cooled 
engine, the K70 r s powerplant produced 
100blip from its 170Uec. Several piiftdlts at the 
time questioned the wisdom of Volkswagen 
marketing a car which was so close in si/e and 
price to the existing Type 4 models, but VVV 
ignored such comments. In hindsight it is easy 
to suggest that instead of one millstone round 
its neck, Wolfsburg now had two to contend 
with.*. 

A Costly Error? 

The K70 proved to be an expensive and 
unwise diversion as far as Volkswagen's long 
term future was concerned, Ihe car was never 
a success despite massive pre-launch publicity 
and a sales drive which proclaimed it as the 
way ahead in automotive design. The 
appalling aerodynamics (a < d figure of t) si 
the Beetle’s was only 0.44!> resulted in [xh>i 
fuel ifononiy, while it cost su much to build 
that it could never lx- a profitable model for 
the company Indeed, as a whole, Volks- 
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wagen's profits fell by over 40 percent at this 
time and Kurt Lotz was considered to be 
largely to blame for this down-turn in the 
company's fortunes, although it has to be said 
that this was a period when there was consid¬ 
erable financial upheaval in Western Europe 
as a whole. 

With few changes to the Beetle for the 1970 
model year, many potential customers 
delayed buying a new car in the hupe that the 
new year would see some sign of change. 
Many Europeans fell disappointed that Ihcs 
had K’cn denied the introduction of the IRS 
(indc|x*ndent rear suspension) system 
enjoyed bv the Americans since 196$ 1 rue it 
did seem illogical to build one car for the USA 
and another for the domestic market, but V\\ 
appeared adamant initially that there was no 


need to introduce the new suspension design 
closer to home 

IXspite offering a varietv ot engine and 
model combinations such as a 1200 with the 
1300 engine, or a 1300 with a 1200 engine 
well as the 1300, with either manual or seme 
automata transmission, Wolfsburg's 1970 
line-up looked little different to previous 
models. However 1971 was to change all that. 

Introduc'd to Ihe world as the Super Beetle, 
the lot 12 and 13412S models were heralded as 
being the ultimate development of the 
People's C ar. The former was powered bv a 
development of the old l3tXl engine, now 
equipped with all-new dual-port cylinder 
heads with separate inlet ports tor each cylin¬ 
der tall previous cylinder heads used a single 
siumexod inlet port) which produced 4-tbhp, 
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IMPROVING TIILI1KI 
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Isft. The I .VC i irt.inih 
appean\J in h men . 1 
practical, nith ms inerva-od 
lug&igecapadlo hill ihf 
rev i^\l Atylin^ did link* to 
broaden the EkvlIt'X dpfv.il 

ITh- mixlt! lasted JIlNl hvi> 
J-vJh before being n'j'Uid 
by the 1303 nn^e 


and wider, with the spare wheel now being 
laid down flat in front of a relocated fuel tank 
The result was a massive increase m volume, 
from just under fll4nT (5cu ft) to a little over 
0.25m 1 (9cu ft). Add thi^ to the space that had 
always been available behind the rear seat 
and, over 30 years after it was designed, the 
Beetle suddenly became a true iamilv car with 
a worthwhile carrying capacity 

While the new engine and suspension spec¬ 
ification may have brought a smile to the face 
of many potential customers, the revised 
styling did little to endear the 1,302 and 1 \ ] 2S 
models to the dved-.in-thc-wool enthusiast 

v 

Taking advantage of the new front suspen¬ 
sion, the stylists saw fit to make the noseot the 
new models somewhat fatter more bulbous 
and hence more capacious than their prede¬ 
cessors. Howler, the redesign, although 
subtle as far as the casual observer was con¬ 
cerned, required not only new inner w ings to 
accommodate the MacThei$on strut suspen¬ 
sion, but also a new spare-wheel well, fuel 
tank mounting panel wings, bonnet and trout 
valance. Other areas of the bodyshell were 
revised, with a new through-flow ventilation 
system, with vents let into the rear quarter 
panels behind the rear side windows, and a 
redesigned engine cover adding to the new 
look, the Moor pan was all-new, too, making 
this by far the most extensive and costly 
revision ot the Beetle to lx undertaken since it 
was lirst launched. 

No I In \ meric a 

With hindsight it is questionable whether 
the expenditure was worth it lor with the 
introduction of the K7l), the writing appeared 
to be on the v%xi 11 tor the air-cooled \ oik'* 
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ivcre chmgexl slightly, the lock on the 
t'npme hd mixlilied «ii] u*ur\* considered iitv- 
esstin In the Volkswagen enginet'rs, btit one 
luv tn tpu^tion, yet again, the wisdom of such 
minor rivliestguing wlnn they must have 
realised there was yet another new" Beetle 
on the way 

The greatest news of all for Volkswagen tit 
1^7,1 nas that on 17th February, the Beetle 
finally Iwanie the biggest selling car of all 
time, with smiles totalling 13,007,034 \ \V 

marked this occasion with the launch of a 





s^xm.iI Marathon i^iition This un>k thr nth- 
away from tin- hc^rd Minlel 1, the remarkable 
vehicle w hu h had Inim a source of inspira¬ 
tion to both l erdinand t'orvho and Adolf 
l tiller so many years before. Another mile' 
stork* was passed in Or n 4 ht when the 
3 P OfKkOOBth rvihange engine was priKiuced 
by the Kassel plant I he old and mxrw eight 
411 range was phased out, making wav for 
the sharper-looking 412 models, but they did 
not match up to Volh>wagen's sites depart' 
nu-ni s expectations either 

A Whole New Look 

The new 1973 rruxiel war siw the ew*r 
changing face of the Bet-tk* undergo> vt i 
further alteration, by far the biggest ever. The 
result wa*- the I >03 range which, unlike anv 
previous Beetles, came with a dtvp, 
panoramic, curved windscrtx'n Thi^ major 
change ol direction was partly to allow more 
i nten t\r spaet* t or t he frt >n t sea t pa s>engers a 
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974 SUPER BEETLE 



A lthough the tv had (\vn significant styling changes made 
m hkC and 1%S. the introduction of first the 1302 in 1^71 
and then tiv ' *03 in !i vr '3 meant that the appearance of the 
Beetle would never be the same again - or would it? With their 
wide bulbous ruses to accommodate the new MacPherson 
strut front susfvnskttV which allowed much more luggage to 
tv earned the new IVvtlis looked quite different to their 
sorohears Redesigned rear suspension resulted in a better ride 
and unproved handling characteristics, too. The ]303 model 
s en here came with a large, panoramic windscreen which 
resulted in more interior space and improved aerodynamics. 


fV.U ; I r irsS Mill iri Lhe 1V7! 

! '02S moJeK lhe t WVkr 
engine wav one Hu* ftnh'st. 
.il though |Tonr kiv.i1vt‘Jhd 
pdon probk-iu* it not 
nvimSjmW ttwrisflly This 
engine le.it ured dual-ihlct 
|X)n cylinder ht .tds \ote the 
alternator 


.Ifv;i* Inside tlie 1 W 
models. [In- single hipest 
cha rt£t wa* tile Hew, 
dashbswd. uith its cnU-hiiLi 

Ridding and relocated 
irvstmmirnt.ilion A new, 
steering \*hn%‘l wps ,iIn,i fitted 
- both tin's.' major change?, 
were made iviih ssiietY tn 
mind 


The hjikJhmke lever 
■mJ he.ilvT eonlroU remained 
cs »n ven I toii.il k located 
tv! Hitm I he sea tv 


AIkbv Stii 6 nght. At first 
i;Liikv, (here appears In tv 
little different about the 1503 

models when vif-ievl head- 
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un or rntn the hack but i 
the udder. mere rounded 
front end jltu. 1 t he tafprr r 
h&ht .ivaonMit.tv Surte Jls 


Tin-! XU tfusJds wen 
unique in llvu the> came 
with a new. oirmi 
|\mnr.iniit' windscreen This 
ifltpfmed lhe .ienxh n.miK s 
ixmvideraMv, bin at the 
ei|> risn - !>( vuTie of the 


ISeetleV httig-hcU charade*. 
Also ev ident m this profile 
view is the bulbous nose and 
n^hjjxsJ from wings 
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’Jv v J junclnxl m M. 
1974, th» jick ivjln-u 
front- h htvl Jnw t «.»U 
i-ffixUvriv pial iht 1 cu I 
of iNvtlt- pn\EtL, 
Woltahurg It would y> 
tv H Vvitrfd |jC-,l tlT, ti - 


least attractive Beetles of all However, ■ 
v, ith a less blinkered outlook can rightly t 
that the 1303 range particular!v the It 
1303S was the best that Volkswagen 
ever ottered with the most powerful engt 
the most sophisticated ^sponsion* the n 
interior space, the best heating and ventil 
system, disc brakes, excellent luggage ug 
itv and a gixid build quality. But was it <\ 
Beetle? After all, wasn't the Beetle support 
be a basic means of transport for the mass* 
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\\ olfebur}; vohv numKn 
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wsth VjjIUwJ£ cns ‘a hd*. 
foot f.imcm* chimno ? 
appeared tf |jm>V dinvTi - 
fatherly jpprnval 
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During 1973, there were several revisions 
made to the model range, including the 
Economy Beetle *.the old Sj urfof/cM which was 
now tith'd with the large new rear lights from 
the 1303 model and black-painted Bum 
bumpers There was a 121X1L model which* as 
the title suggests, was a de luxe version of the 
basic flat-screen Beetle with chromed 
bumpers, better interior trim reversing lights 
and a choice of either the 34bhp 1200 or 44bhp 
1300 engines. Both the 1303 and 1303S could 
be ordered with the "I specification offering 
a higher standard of trim throughout, but 
there was also a 1303A for the home market 
which was a low spec Super Beetle with the 
1200 engine. 

Special Models 

This was an era when Volkswagen tried 
various marketing tactics in an effort to rekin¬ 
dle interest in the Beetle a head of the Inline h of 
the new water-cooled range the following 
year. First there was the Yellow and Black 
Racer model which was nothing more than a 
1303S with yellow bodywork* black bonnet 
and engine lid, 3,3} \ 13 sports wheels with 
175/70 tyres and black bumpers. Liter the 
same year, in preparation for the 1974 season* 
Volkswagen announced the Big Beetle which 
was a 1303S with the same sports wheel and 
lyre combination* black stripes along the bot¬ 
toms of the doors and a "1303 Big" decal 

Then there was the crazy* but immensely 
popular. Jeans Beetle which was a basic 12.00 
in deep yellow with a dentin interior designed 
to look like a pair of Lev is jeans. Blacked-out 
body trim and bumpers helped keep the cost 
to a minimum. The Jeans model although 
nothing more than an inexpensive marketing 
exercise* has proved to be one of the most 
enduring of all late-model Beetles. Original 
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ms.ft.iJ of propur htjbcjp-’, 
hLivkpamlmi bumper* jnd 
mimnul tnlifiur (run 




113 



















































































IMI'KOVIM. ill] HRi i li 




I IniPi ftufil i* 

km«wxt«tl Imo \ on * .in tuvi 
i\ ,ir.v nilour you like, 
U»tij;a> it s bloek HOVT Jki 
ji>ph to tin* Ikrtli Bv ihr 
4 vvkk’ % .nM\ < >f 
a>liHir> Hvtv uvaiUbk' 
.lltheu^h |vkii b >iml lvd 
jp^virt\l in' be iJii nn 
pipiibr 


i i-'f In .m iftorl til meet the 
otlrwl jnh vriii^mii 1 ' 

regulation* i ei |hv l SA, j 
vv^tem "■ .v» 
tillixl I ti all fkvtlo 
livf th*’ ,inuTi....in neirkrt 
l unaj'li-x ,nvd ivuMMorvilty 
nnreluMf, the st'sltm w.e 
n<*t popular vv ilh owner* 



Wolfsburg but the gcx>d new* was that pro 
due turn would continue at the l mden plant 
where all IS $|xviliedtiun Beetles had been 
built since the end of I9t*| p although the 
bodyshells continued to be produced at 
\\ ol is burg, Since the end of the war, a total of 
1Bodies had been built at the origi 
na! Volksw agen factorv 

For l Q 7", there were changes a fool at 
Wolfsburg, for Rudolph I eiding resigned his 
chairmanship of Volkswagen AC on 10th 
larmark One month later, Tom Sehmiicker a 
member of the companv's advisor) commit- 
tee, was appointed 1 hairman. The beetle range 
was now reduced considerabh, as the factorv 

mf rf 

acknowledged the shin in demand in {ho mar¬ 
ketplace Most of the changes seen this vear 
were made were tor reasons of econoirn , sitsh 
as lilting small plastic dust caps instead of real 
metal hubcaps on the 1200 models. There was 
no glovebo* hd. cither. The front indicators 
were now incorporated into the front bum pet > 
across the range, placing them where thev are 
at their most vulnerable to parking damage. 
The 1303 range - now simply badged as 

1303 regardless of engine si/e or trim speci¬ 
fication did, however, benefit from the 
filling of a rack-and-pinion steering system in 
place of the old steering bos. 

i uel-1 infection 

The big news on the American market was 
the introduction of fueInjection on the Beetle 
engine in an effort to meet the ever -more strin¬ 
gent exhaust emission regulations. The 
system, manufactured by Robert Bosch, was a 
relatively simple design, with a fuel loop 
("ring main ) which supplied the injector 
units with fuel at a constant pressure The 
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1975 TYPE I SALOON 



T h*? siu a change m approach towards the 

tsvlU with the tech tenth more complex J and 1303 
Survr Beetle* being dropjvd a Her |iist four years of 


t %t 

I 1 


v\hu non \ return vva^ made to a more basic specification, 


trustworthy 11 ^2cc engine and swing-axle 
ti msmlesion once t • tin harming the backbone ot Beetle 


with lh\ 


OTv\hu(e'M 1 |n examples built during the mid-l^Os were 
oHeti an un <F gamut u>n of styles with tin 4 - 1^75 Type 1 being a 





It* |isv 

n* 

,11 i 


Jits are tbo^v first nvn on the 1303 
at ride t ot the bodx work is virtually 
identical to Out oi the t%H Beetles 1 tine was starting to run out. 


ranee v\ hi 


iv nt 



'-r Ihr ItltaTlUrf 4" lit 
[L a^Srj'l In llvti Ihe 
i\ mt*JU 1. ihe tl.i'hN-.stil 
unmf; lb* ij^ AftiKV **l 
t .iriifi I 1 models 
It* tk’ (H *1 l i* k ><t 
K Ihshun-til tttvl (Iv null 
, 1 OiVtlAiC Wwi'j 
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l rft Tht 1 trusty X4bhp. 1 H2 it 
engine. firsl seen In August 
0-*t’0 I si lit soldiered rm, 
having inutlived ils more 
powerful roun lerpa rt - 



Abwleff A n$h! : From Ihe 
rear, the styling h.id become 
vi-ry plain (liu’e.Tgain. with 
no bodging or niher trim. 


Vote (hr ].irgt,T rv-JT vvinJmv 
Area, ftr*s s,t-n in August 
1971. From tk fitncsi, the 
appe-vraiKv w.is vi ry much 



tXlt 

nod unektnged 
tk * -*vpUon ut .1 Hj A 
iv ; button NtUe w hite 
\u s-ohoc i.; i'kvl 
iiti fundk and 

i work 


Rt$ki With l he iitlrodudion 
i>j the Iivjsj t model, lk‘ Beetle 
reamed much ol its wilier 
k harjwti r gone vs rie the 
'modem cun id miikIm revn 
jrvi bultxnrs nose; m their 
pJjce u .c ■ (hr lrjdUiOO.il 

il.it’ mrukivvii .ihJ ISnft- 
sulr Imnl end N>ie (he nf 
vonls tv’ll] rui the re.it side 
h indows 
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teatute of Ihe cabriolet models winch were 
still Kim: built it iVnahnick b\ k.um.nm 
MoM of these were destined lu cows the 
Atlantic whore sale-' ot oonveilibk 1 cars 
remanuM steady 

[n 1 3m>pe the m stonier could onh buv a 
1 Velio v\ ilh swing axle rear suspension. Un 
sum bar front and a 12(11 engine although a 
ImXI could be supplied to older, the beetle 
now seemed von much down the list of 
Volkswagen s priorities, on home lonitoiv at 
Vast \hioad.anou Liclnrv in I agos Nigeria, 
ojvnod in March P* *5 to assemble Beetles at 
the rale ot oil each da\ In Mexico. AO can a 
dav were built at the Puebla Melon 

Sale'' in \ merit-a Aownl a marked down 
ward trend m l 11 ’ i, nol so much due to am 
loss of interest in the product* but because the 
hietorv dramatically cut hack production In 
hut, a total ot only 2(v\,SI r ' beetles were hi nit 
ip i alcmlar year IV \ a^ opposed U ♦ 818,1 >e 
I tie previous veai ill these, just 82,03(1 were 
sold in the I S A as opposed to 34Id 77 in 1977, 



350, lf»7 in 1973 and 220,098 m 1074. To try and 
appeal to the public, a special edition J I a 
r irande bug was sold m the l ISA in I he 1975 
model veai, the demand lor which was so 
pi oat that a second and third series had to he 
built I low over, lor tlie lirst time over, 
Volkswagen lost the title of number one 
exporter to the ISA, that claim now being 
made by the Japanese. 

I here were no changes made for 1976, 
except that it was no longer possible io buy a 
Beetle with a sfat-volt electrical system. Yes, 
until August 1976, the basic model beetle was 
still available on some markets with the old 
style electrical system! by this time, even the 
simple matter of buying a spare headlamp 
bulb would have been a problem in some 
places, let alone trying to find a new radio for 


IWircliutirufiMniiisI WiiJMmjk I lliwisrr, tile 
,ii I mHen !■»* ,i lnrl.lu.~r lirtif n-fttl u,.h-* kit uh On 

ViMit .vllei it ivjmx! .it I.(’nii.ui intifl Ihvlk 1 

your bash Bin4k*. Apart from this revelation, 
there were two Other landmarks to give cause 
for celebration at Wall shrug: the 1,000,00b th 
(.oil and the 30,000,000th Volkswagen were 
produced in 1976, The year's total Beetle pro 
dm lion was just 176,287, of which only 26,794 
found their way hi the USA The writing was 
mu the wall for the world's best-selling car, 
despite the introduction on Ihe US market of 
the attractive 'Triple While" special edition 
cabriolet with its white paintwork, white hoist 
and white interior trim 

I here were to be few changes made in 1977 
and il was announced in the USA that this vv.e 


the last year that a saloon model would be 
available The decision caused ninth odness 
among Volkswagen tans in America,although 
they could console them -elves with the hut 
that they could slit) buy a cabrit ,ilet. With just 
|il| /'* I : -r i I b ■. built Ij’ satisfy the v, Imli 
world, it is nut surprising that American lilei 
it rupped still turf her to 19,245 dial year 

End Of The Line 

On 19th January, 1978, the last beetle almm 
hi he Iniilt on German soil left tin a •'mbk 
line at Km den, allhougli the cabriolet cun* 
tinned to be built at tin- karmann ueu hworks, 
still in 1303 curved windMnrii format 
Instead, all full 1 . . A - v,. mid In- imported 
into Germany from Ihe Mexico factory and 






























































1978 TYPE I SALOON 


T hv unthmk.ibk- lwp(vm\l in 1^7# when. i>n I l, th l.imi.i: 
Ihvvvn !.!•>! BartU“oliHm U» tv Knit on(, .iTiTuin 'i>il rolled 
tJ'- liin'.ill inJi'ii Vhi'. iiuirkvd the end "I -m era w hu h h.id 
Ny,vm 40 ywr* earlier when the origin.il \ VV3h 

I”! v»k*!Yt v** gained the approval oi t he world s motoring press. 

1 hoe Ia'-I t ' rut, HI vU loons VWfV SUpphed IH MlLlllu 

l 'hamotul Silver 1 1 k.<L* lhi** i'vituple which h*w lev* than 1,000km 
uh o nnU-o on thv kvlometer In mam vv.ivsi these Lishof-the- 
hue beetle** sharwl ■ with their earliest forebears than any 
thev were Kimc.iIIv equipped, mechanically simple and 
rtMMmable bet not rv optional value lor money. 
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IKsv The u\u lui-ruc plate 
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''isv mI edition cabriolet 
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wheels I'hoiv was e\ eu a heated rear window 
t it is s 3 hi the folding roof lusf hvn were offered 
tiM .u h (train ami many took this to mean that 
this was the beetle's swansong in the USA. It 
very nearK was. 

In 197*1 there would he no further changes 
made to the Beetle alt hough once again there 
would tv a speei.il edition cabriolet sold on 
the American market. I tiw was the "Epilog"' 
wic) which was supplied in Henrv Ford s 
favour iti i olour heme of art\ colour von like 


. 11!s ■;i ■ I lie Itedli* I’urtlmucil 
111 K mint'd iMirldwidc 
■it pi.snts in pWis as f.ir 
.itiMV as Uruguay* tfr<vtl. 


Mexico, WtkvikAi, Nijperij. 
.imU as shown lu-rt'. IVm 
TV Peruvian plant li.nl Ivoi 
mlahlishotl In l%6. 


n$ long as its black. This time there was only 
one issued to each dealer and i t really was the 
Beetle’s swan-song for the US market, as the 
Mexican-but It Beetles were never 
"Federalized" so as to be legal for sale in 
\orth America. They met neither the emission 
nor safety regulations current in the USA and 



V. 
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remained a dream as far as American enthusi¬ 
asts were concerned. 
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Production still continued apace in mam 
places throughout the world, however 
Mexico remaining the source of all new 
Beetles as far as Germany was concerned The 
model was still being assembled in Peru, 
Uruguay. Brazil. Venezuela, Nigeria* the 
Philippines and. until l a 79, South Africa. It is 
ironic that, when the factory management 
made the decision to stop building the Beetle 
in Germany in i°7s domestic sales rose by 
some 55 percent as the Mexican version 
became available. Perhaps its was a. sign that 
the customer really had not been impressed 
vvith a111he Mac!her*>n stn;t suspen>ion, 1.RS 
rear ends, bu ‘ bou s w ■ n d screen s. t a ncy \ entila - 
bon sv stems and seemingly end less gimmick v 
special editions. Perhaps all he wanted was a 
basic, reliable, no :uss Beetle, iust like the one 
he used to be abie to buv. Or perhaps it was 
just a him of nostalgia ... After all, it always 
seenX" ro be human nature to want something 
you can't have any more 
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1979 TYPE I CABRIOLET 


RW, r ,j tn mom w.<v\. I he U't 
oi thetvibnivrervsomcoi 
the n*wi elefrinl 1 4 All tWlk-*. 
The om'fri wirui'iCnLvn 
SiXTh'him to vlJlt (h<’ 

lfn*:m>f thei abriidel Ntfi r 
th.Ul It dhJ ihovnl (ho^iki*! 
the Uv*J frame hid Kvtt 
I dither mlr-spTi\l In ,Vlkm 
I he hood loxit kiM t t wheel 
Mi Jo! ihetvfev mg ihe 
driver ,1 Unn vii'ii to (he 
mvi i 11 i\uinM> vn t v aiM hi 1 
leoturv dkkited by tin- 
Anvrk'jii vilely lobby 
\M.i|hi [\uiihvmk .uv1 4 pair 
Li4nur\iJ hit^t ^jii* thiM'Liti' 
c^brtniiSi j dtstmcfrve look 
u hidh nude (hem a [ipr.it to 
pcvplc frostl «w iv.ilk i>( lit* 
ITirv hi tv indent .1 civiAM- 
tar and a di^ui in vwfy 

MilH‘ 


tbeeahtMet wit 
ith all ^hilt' 

,| mahhin^Kvvfs 


Ri$k! Oner ft&iin* the him 
Ujpul* ttniU be found kwatiti 
tun lhr Ic.rp hi the fnml Htngv 
on this tkIN rmvJd. 


.■Uoiv fifi r’r ri$hl‘ I n«n the 
rear. (In*most obvious Mj,;u of 
change Win the single mh.Hr%l 
iiiilpif n‘ and the dteGKSt “Fuel 

J! i-.rt I iilv-m**! el t *i|>hok'i* 
were equippwl with i hi' 
tumlnned minor.iiul tnli nor 
courtesy tight. 


Injection hidglru; AI the 
front. nolo tile -ilr intake grille 
under (In fronl hump* 1 ? Ihri 
w.«> jjfov nk-d mallow air into 


I In- opioru] .mkondihortng 

system, which 11.0 mounted 
behind the vaLina-ai the r<-.e 
of the car 
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that Iih> much money was K ing siphoned out 
of theeCOttOOty,ordered that in future all ears 
were to hav e .1 higher loe.il content. A* a result 
ot thi^ pressure. Volkswagen tie Mexico 
mcrvaMxJ the perceitlagiMitf I oca 11 y-made com- 
laments to Ht jvret nt in l%2. By 1^79, the 
UxaJ content was further increased to 71 per¬ 
cent Av far as market share was concerned 
Mexican Beetles accounted for roughly one 
third ol all domestic car sales. 

tt.uk To Germany 

As we have hvh, when Beetle production 
finally came to a halt in Germany, firstly at 
Wolfsburg and then Km den, Volkswagen 
made five slightly ironic decision to re-import 
the car from Mexico. Demand was high, 
despite five relatively low specification ot five 
Mexican models, which came with the ba^u 
I 2 tkh\ Vlbhp engine, swing-axle rear and tor¬ 
sion bar front suspension and a flat 
windscreen However, the interior trim was 
slightly improved, with modern checkered 
upholstery and mildly revised instruments- 
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.-Uv:v YW Ki-.hL Ctrl H.ihn 
I right L rru-ilinji; IVi-odcnt 
1’imt 

MviU'ii, [Eh ESilit tvji' .1 
viLil IsnL in rho anmtry s 
(VQiHlinV .1 publi tHJ* fcn* iio 
K> political letdris Tht- cir 
<>hi.)Vb rt !■* I b*- Hi I': 1 'Oth 
fk-rtlo tiuJr in Mcwcii. 
lHltuf.lt] v 


ixti. Thi> hnvhurr Inf 
ili*- jn tunlt Ik'rtK 
L**L> rvuvuCjit-K Iik.t-.ifi> 
pwduonJ ui Germany 
during ti»«’ I^TtK 11 k 
itnigefr ,i haf-p fonulv 
gfiHip &*uh thn-jr 
Viilbwjpsi w.i' iht- '-ijrit- 
.iv Ihal u-Hiti m th.‘ onpml 
kdF-W^n sale* IdcrahUf 


turn I he ps is t- was also attractive; n worked 
out ,u some K jxTs enl liss than the las! of the 
t a-rman built Beetles 


Although the overall appearance ot the 
Mexican Kelli- was more no no -sivt than the 
las! of the tiemian assembled examples, with 
dimmed hubcaps and bumper** and an attrac¬ 
tive range of colours, the general hr ling has 


always been that they never quite matched up 
to the quality of the Wolfsburg- nr Emden- 
Ini ill cars. Maybe that 's nostalgia coming to 
the fore, or mavlv it really was the can 
Whatever, lor anyone who wishes! to buy a 
new Beetle in Europe, there was only one 
choice, take it or leave it 


20 Million Beetles! 

The greatest landmark of all in Volks¬ 
wagen's history occurred on 15th May. 19S1, 
when the 2fi/KXl,000th Beetle rolled oil the line 
at Puebla. To celebrate this occasion, a special 
range ot IWtles was ottered for sale, each fin¬ 
ished in silver with a commemorative plaque 
precl aiming the new silo record The tollow- 
mg year, on 11th Nouanbcr, the 20,000,1* N Hb. 
vehicle to be built at Wolfsburg was com¬ 
pleted but, alas, this was a Golf Turbo Diesel. 

The Mexican Beetle continued to be sold in 
Germany with annual sales exceeding 17300, 
until 20th August, 1985, when the last ship¬ 
ment arrived. The event was celebrated, tor 
want of a belter word, bv a series of special 
Jubilee" models which nm*built to mark the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Beetle, for it was 
back m 1955 that the Beetle project Kid first 
seen the light of dav Who could ever have 
expected the humble People's Car to have sur¬ 
vived the war, become the number one 
best-selling car of all time and still K- on sale 
half a century later? The Beetle was exon 



Alujfir The rui^i-J nailin' 
ikft'tili 1 hums it ideal lor 
the rnugh terrain which tun 
Iv Kiuctd in South Anwek-J 
The j'hoiti sho>v s a Luton 

ttsi cjr undt'rj$Mii£ AppfJi'ol 

ls+l ■ HmnighiHit Mlihxi I hi 
Bertie b n-gubrly u^\1 4> ■« 
La ki . Indeed. Beetle Utb Or 
outnumber art) uIJut mt*M, 
:eu'] tiding Mefvedtsi 


Rt zkl VolkvivAgi-n Mi 

with It" 

pfi^rattWH’ nf ixportu^ 
vcWck-s to L-urvfv n-jd- the 
tunner on Iht- m de i*f ihc 
>hip 1jt»n£flllef the 

p(oJui.1 iofi lini^ isi ^ .oni.i3«\ 
K.kE fallen SlU-hl, Mfiu.uv 
bttift««u> oonhniK-d in K- 
Shipped in Europe afcsmt 
VW^nmed infifCttiSi 

VtvH iv A-V IhlS 
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1990 MEXICAN TYPE I 
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t out 
EV it\ 


i to a halt m Germany but in 
s still a steadily increasing 
transportation. Ptoduciion 
I.mt, %tx v n to be ft'lkivvai once 

! hcM‘ Sauth \inenean Beetle^ 
fbi ihatiu md simplicity or, it out be 
\,\hw ttf then German brethren, but they 
! jpd through Modern laws have torced 
;| injection (Brazil) and salety steering- 
beneath live niriaee lie the traditional VW 
MiTivilnv^ leliahilitv and oconumv. 




/VS’iv The Interior imn u.is 
*omcw1iat rauwr huumui 
ih.m the a* rr.i^i- European 
Beetle, ivilh i brushed \chun 
material being vL^ i! mi (In- 
mmIh Note the plastic* 
eovewd dashboard -i ml the 
uis li p i i. l slivricig whed 
design. 


afcoiv fifl & right: From front 
iirn.w. (here is link to 
distinguish thin from any 
Hectic built in Cemiany. 


Mexican IkvlJis were 
equipped with lNHVv 
engines which pnduasi 
Mbbp Ji IjOQDrpni. The low J v 


£»> I fmnpn-v'Lon ratio 
allow fd pin .if quality kvally ■ 
refined tud to ho used 
without prubEcm. 


SPECIFICATIONS 
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baW &to flt hni\ veae- eaihei.. mi 1.9 4\ \% ri* n to*»“ 
rtkimPiOfl Ihm^I of Bfii*motor r tlir t hrvsler 
iMiitH'fivi lot lu.»’il, became mlrigued bv the 
iv* sU jikI emnmed whether h* might Iv able 
ix, %K \\ the t Ji m South \mema His tmti.il 
itTtHisulu^ to \\i'Upturn v, wcrv unsuccessful, 

tnit 111 . IH'tMMflHA* paid ott m 1949 whim, 
iiiith his If |1 tuKhtO w Cl h i l 1'oiTUl/ I UM d 
lit li ji - \ ,! t . t t IkUUL*Mll1 IVnls ,iHl' to establish 

,.V'M,W\ null Hvuiz Noidholl. Nordhotl vis 
,Uel th.i/tl iv it it his Mitleague. Friedrich 
SvhuU/ VVi uk ihue tlu'tv, Nordhotf could 
titll t\l 1 h’ 11111'fV*' 1| Si'v 1b\ l Romp-on^. eitlhu 
r ,.LU or K tin pob'Hlial hr nAO|»m/i\| m the 
market .nut In agtvvvi lo In Ip set upanasseUV 
Hv plant m Hi a/it 


V New Kil lin g 

i hi in l hint of this was a series of 

w. i , lompLnd m 1 U 3* at a rented ittduv 
rri.il sln\l m Ipuangu a suburb ot SAo Paulo, 
:\u- ■. n •. having again Kvn Mipplied in i KP 
lomi I tv mi i i' i mai w Between 1935 and: N3. . 
i ;otales : SIvvtlo^ and vO l‘vpe 2s were 
i-sv k .v-hK\i .i.i Shi Paulo I Uwvevei ill W * 
p emission u.b ground to build a new I acton 
u hn h iv ouhi allow tuiI dome-tie manurAClure 
ot \ oikvw ,n;en- therein helping the Brazilian 
ivovi vw bv vtskiving the number ot imports 
,:'bw! until ihw plant was built Brazil had So 
ivU ciUnvo on muviled vohnti’s In tor 
c sample the total expenditure on imported 
fc .•• s u a> >eine 52 "n 5\VP '••' a no tin* a\ crap' 

' - o . xpendltun on \ ehu le impe ls during 
:: • c > ; Vs 1 . 1 , 1 '- a room 1 51 5\i>\VtW Such w as 
the cow eminent > tvtwvm about the situation 
■ha! committee 1 HI A Automobile 
lediw'Tx - l \p*rt r .roup : hoaJ^\1 b\ Ludo 
\!o:ra was i-.:abuHcd m lime l°>n with a 
i ,;no!c.i:c.v 1 iw round this imbalncv 


uvrs and ovprrts 
iu \ t ar Wslkswagcn do Brail 
hi tiding a now h\iXVm 
mHv plant located some 

4 i 

ISri 14 nuu> from S o Paulo on the Via 
V; . a road w ;■•h liftktd iheirty w uh tlu 
;\vrt i>t Sii'tos liowtwtT it v% as not until 2nd 
S'rit :”i\7 tht todowmc \ car that tiu I’ir^t 
c :\idi . : 7\ ;v I - wa> comsSotod with thu 

f m * 

r.rst Si ir not me :ht debt or day until 5rd 
laruarx > This rar w as pi:rcha>t\: onh 
rou: da\> lattT tw Eduardo Mataraano tor the 


T "■ 

Ln 


J /'ft: Y l ie i in er kir of I he 
nimnicnuu,u i Vi* f i il'i I w 
IWllf vv.i-; more nuidcni 
than most, with striped 
fabrii j -i mSii v^ „ind a Coif 
'.tiling ivhixL 


AW: Tlu- 20£00,frXlth 
Hifttk' rolkiJl oH the 
prisHirliim line in Ihu-hl.t im 
ISth May 19S1 A unique 
Silver Editfon Ikrlk hm> 
Lumchwl U)LfSebreH- this* 
bte^l mi ketone. 


ft is';x' Th- 1 celebm1 1 ii y nnxlel 
Cium 1 wilh tliscreel 
Milltuir badglng and a 
terlitK.ik- le Ceniimi it- 
provcitatiL'e. Original 
I ’tAiliplfs .ire much 







lit! I. ATI tSK ON NIX (it )N 
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rtl .f.v... ■ I Wniwr Hull I Kir III nxdfrin'-1 




fi'/hCart I Uhn upmLing -it : 
•ipxidt dinner held in 
hern, hi r et the I Wile s 
birthday Note the td 
finite bofim-L'l ilnlt. 
tloiM-r Idi tvf the jyhotm 


FJ$hl: Ivan Hirst sigm the 

Umnet cd I he 50ih 
iinnuviTTsiry Beetle hieh 
vk fHtM then p *«'n drspUv xn 
E he W l >Et v'ry ry; S1 u 



Alwiv Ic}t A rtgfil’ To 
telcbrale the ReetleC half' 
ftn {cmaryi VuI ksw.i 
l.mndii'd tlu Jubilee mtdeL 
Thi’. vViis finished an deep 
metallic silver ivalh a ■.nuxll 


"50 l.ihre K.ner ‘ badge on 
the * tag]fie I id t hi |v U me w il I 
tell it there will ever be a 
lODJahft kifer - to jwn it. If 
therein, l: will pruKibU N- 
Imilt m South Amene.i 


EWe- In the me. VVv 
>hifped evpertuig the IWtie 
l(i Europe - i4v, here > 
sit,' Liit -hqnnep-t ao \viv e 
Mexico ’ but >u.. h w i'- the 
denuatJ tKu >exvr.i3 d\\\ : cr> 



sum or CrS47l3Xl from the Mareas Famosas 
dealership in Sao Paulo. 

Despite having been m operation for almtist 
two vears the plant was not officially opened 

until !5th November, 1999, bv President 

# 

luscelino- Kubitschek and Sao Paulo State 
Governor. !Voi Carvalho Pinto. Abt> in aiten¬ 
dance w ere T A ohsburg chief, Hein:' Nordhott, 
and Friedrich Schultz-AVenk, who had been 
apDornted head of \ olksivagen do Brazil 
Over the next twelve months, stime S : 40b 
Beetles would be sold in Brazil and. b\ 1^62. it 
had biwmc 1 the number one selling car, with a 
total ot 21,014 units >old.On 4th July, 19h~, the 
SV iX^th Beetle - m Fusca, as it Kvame otli- 
n.ilh known :n Brazil - was built at the Sao 
Paulo plant In line with Brazilian gov ernment 
:v 1 cv th i>e d omestical Iv -bu 1 11 Root 1 es had a 
local content of 54 percent 


Now Models 

1 n 1 une ■ ' J oS Kud olph Lv id s ng took i >ver t he 
fa l ton trern Schuliz-Wenk and w„w himsv'h 
replaced bv Werner P Schmidl in ]^~t when 

i ^ 

he returned to Wolfsburg to oversee the intro¬ 
duction of several new models. During 
Schmidt s reign, a number ot now vehicle- 
were added to the range, including the 
Brazilian equivalent of the Type 5 ^tvlan. a 
Variant and in 1970 the so-called Fuseao, a 
Beetle with a larger I500cc engine. Later, 
Schmidt would add the sporting Type 4- 
ongined SP-2 and the highly-successful 
Brasilia hatchback before being replaced him- 
H-ll in iuh 1973 bv Woltgaug Sauer, Sauer w.w 
cnOited with con solid at mg Volkswagen s 
domination of the domestic market at the 
si me time as increasing the com pan vs share 
of cvjvwt sales. 
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pLini Hr^ built on tin' Via 

Afuhkn.1 .-oimv2,Um t U 
rrnli^'f from Pfiulu. 
T*ri^iu(tion bcjjjin t Iil' 
lolItth'inK vt^f- > v ^1' tli.v first 
v■Thick ■ ■! Type 7 hetni; 


Rtglil I lie Vjtst modem 
ijitorv .it &Sn f*julu Wh 
ItUk' Ti--«nbLTt1ii- lo ilie 
original a—oubly pbut 
-]i<>wn Mi TllepUnS w,ls 
eUrndwI in 1^3 hr itwir 
nxw\ for (he new Beetle 
production line, 
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nHitui tho 


iKtl “■ HI -V\ CfagC Ol 
k hit It at t oimlvd lor 
old on the Brazilian 
I ll-'i .I'' u ore »ilso 


[■iti h il 4i L' I tu total pro- 
iot reachixi t Ko 1,000,000 
lot li.ui climb* vl to 

' \ ; 3 wore sc ut abroad 
the 2 iX XI ,000th Brazilian 
mbh imo llu're appeared 
:!it sih.u'ss t>t lWo ! u se a 
t-.: no lower than eOcsnm- 
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ling l Vmand 

^u v \i! demand tot sho IhvOo began to 
aw K as the nation Nwttitt 1 more affluent 
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m N't ter equipped 
koppmg ui ;ust '-4,iXM unite 
- 1^S4 thediv;sun'. w At made to halt produc¬ 
tion e: too- Beetle although other models 
continued to lx* buslt The' List Beetle left Sao 
‘ ' ■ \ . < ;v,Nt 1 l ‘> - making a grand 

total or .'• > ‘V iW bush between and l y Sti 
:\.; ::;;> tit t» e tho : v.;sca h.i d , levt■ loped 
trem a Kwc ‘L\\v model to a lnCfcVv. duab 
carbuiettof. vikuhol-hidlcvi saloon with disc 
and r% \i stabiliser Kir This perhaps is 
me -■ r: . 1 zwiK ^vhn h \ olk-wagert in 

\ •- ■ " ■ - •■ ...o h. s o t bin’: instead o: the less- 

th i:v-;i*ve-s>:‘;.' > 'I an d ; \ nuvivi■- b u t 

* ! * -. a n ►* n t ■«. * :i ■■ 1 'i i _ -j * i ' I C *_ ‘■''Xi 'V #f—^ i ■, '■ 
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there was a large sector ot the populathm 
ivhich, although unable to afford an expensive 
car. was in ^ position to bm a basic vehicle, 
should one be available. With the hiss oJ the 
Beetle from the Volkswagen range, there was 
no suitable low-cost model Similarly, more 
affluent families, who wished to own a second 
or third car, were unable to buy the Beetles 

tliev wanted. There was also the small matter 

# 

of inexpensive Japanese imported cars 
swamping the country, to the detriment of the 
economy. According to Rainer Wolf, execu¬ 
tive manager in charge of Volkswagen's South 
American marketing division, market 
research showed that the new owner was 
most likely to be a male, 40+ years of age and 
married; he would be conservative in his 
tastes and have an eye for value for money, 

A New Beginning 

On 4th February, 1993. following pressure 
from President Franco, the Brazilian govern 
ment signed a document, called a Protocol Of 
Intent, allowing the state-funded car industry, 
Autolatina, to back the remtuxiuction of the 
Fust a to the tune ol sonic 'soiMKHLOOd 1 ins 
lead to the creation of 8D0 new jobs at >ao 
Paulo, in addition to a further 24,000 as pat t of 
the massive inffastructure necv ssaix to mai 
ket and service the new cal's It was estimated 
that a tulaL of 100.000 people would duvclU 
benefit from this programme. A production 
target of 24,000 cars per year was set with the 
reborn Beetle selling Lit the equivalent t't 
£7,200; this figuiv included 0 l percent 
Industrial Products lax. 2 percent manufac¬ 
turer's social security contribution and a 
corresjTondmg - 1 |H i ri.vnt ilisiUr c\>ntribution 

There isvis ginui reasiming behind the del i 


Abmr: Srizilun Fkvtk-s 
pmduk.'L'il in tht* l’CfK v.n 
an c\id oi osd an 

iX3v stvlinfi. tkc* H irki 
sidt‘ VvtlhJKit thu’ 
uprii^h! hi'jJlimp j.nJ 
Bunffvt bumper'. 

Vi'p-./n the nov 
Brazil lit EkvtiiL 1 , or Fu^ a,. 

w.is l.mn*bcd cn s^ 7 art 
atteklivi - hjIo br^Sar-, 

fkxjihutiv t't 
ntixk^l virtue- 


irfhrj, "“The l u a <4 t hi- Kir-:' 
Li'ulJ: K" I he title b-'" - - 

phtHi>^.7 vph C‘V.*•.-Kl 1 ' 
w.is N iuieil to tv t be Ik 
Beetle to ku 11 * Fraz;! W S * 
ivvukl Xi \ i oeptttaJ 
pnelwUion to rtVi’mrtnrs i 
^vn veirv Liter’ 
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jskK* (ruin 
having to 
lot, despite 

1 1.»_ 111 s t i b M1 

is(imated 
hw,n r I'tiK 
ilTtt {|yt Uh 
CO (HI S' ; 


iim 11 ’ ui sl.iiulirt 1 


, ,. v j l \ rtiJittiMi' With the 

U>yi wluvl dm e vehicles the 
,• |i»k 'anted to the terrain. 


Ifhe I ittjl t Ivin ter 

[ It,, Ikstie w.is avM’tiibkxi in an 

v» : Vi Ivi l 1!* WilW ol tin: VncluoUl 
nduMn \t l tut at v mo Ikvnardo do ampo in 
,v,i f in- build mg housed a new. lullv- 

. ■ totnaU \{ production line which Was a fill 
■\ It iini the original tented shed where the 
SvP unvlels ueu assembled *it tin 1 very 
v<;itmnn; el B*file ,w -entbh m Brazil some 40 
eats eai her 1 he lirsl completed ear rolled wit 

lu It 11^' on ' \tjx* 1 11l !* 

Vho In, 1 /ilian Be* tie almost certamh repro- 
4 tx! the [mat i h.uMi i in lhe development ot 
hk,‘ ] \\iple n k ,n as v\c knots it and as sue tv it 
> m>j tit Likmg a detailed hxik at its speeUua- 
:,hi tM’sd \erv much on the FuroptNm 
iu deNot the* .nK d J 'Os, thel’tiMSi wa>a llat- 
A uvn Be* Ue i\|uipjvd with torsion kn front 
■ iimou and swing axle rear It was pow 
twi in a l klo engine, with dual Solcx 
•' ‘ w; l t , .uburettors and had a comprvs- 
:on ratio of 10,0:1 to allow it to hum 
:o -tu slwalh produced ivwk. 1 based, alcohol 
i:i I he result w as a |\n\er output ot aS,7hp 
SA . edu.vd at * hXtrpm with maximum 









R Vo pnuv tl coukl 
n o s | he taksa Mfeiy 
sjtniSjnl* ttu* nov Ris.i 
ii.lv m^Juvni lo UfkkTjS’ 

iT,i--h Ir-rtin^ which it 


wilh living 1'iiloiEis. 
AKkni^h .i dt-npi which 

iv.Ktunv tO vi-jirs 

aid. I ho Iktilo pHHiil to U- 
.I** -kthnit* Any mndem c^r. 


Aiv;v left & n^/rf I ho new 
Rih.i 'iiii] rvE jiii> tk 1 ’smaller 
^ido ivindims lii ‘si scon im 

l:Uri>JH M li Ik-ot Ii-S htJ] 11 pri: 11 

Cr> 1%5,5 [owe* or. iho 


rcmtiindiT of llic slylingw^ 
broti^hl up lo diiit - . At Iho 
rtMT, a \ W Isulj^? apfUM^d 
nn the CHgilW? lidjfew Iho ficsl 
limo in the Ltooth?^ luxury. 



torque oJ ] I .Okgfm (861b /ft) at just 2,800rpm + 
tn Ime with the then current emission laws, 
the exliaust system was fitted with a catalytic 
convertor located under the rear valance, with 
the main silencer being tucked up under the 
driver s-side rear wing, A single tailpipe 
exited under the wheel an h.The transmission 
was a special "sealed for life" version of the 
traditional four-speed manual transact 1 fitted 
to the majority of Beetles since 1962. The dual- 
circuit braking system consisted of disc brakes 
on the front, with drums at the rear. 

As lar as interior trim was concerned, the 
Fusca came with a plastic padded dashboard 
(simply a cover titled over the old pressed 
steel panel) into which was set a square 
speedometer, calibrated to I60kni/h 
11 OOmphk the design til which seemed at odds 
with the car's rather old-fashioned styling. Tn 
the right of this was a fuel gnu go, while to the 
left was space for an optional clock. The steel¬ 
ing wheel was moulded from deformable 
black plastic, and looked similar to llio'-e Jilted 


THi LATIN CONNECTION 




AbM 1 ?: The Hr.ij’ili.in Cnil w.i> 
jHiivtTotl by .i m4kltlli\! 
version nf Ihi 1 I Ik^tU- i-iigtni'. 
driving ihe mini vvlrr y|. 

left: The Col ii.i. stmirthing 
.1 'i[E(Ui};i' hi hrid, hving .i 
hum fnhvwn ■( 

[enginui Aiul llic liiim[V.iD 
VVV I^lo styling) 


H r,y^T. The i uie.t ii-Jlnr ^ .i 
d'Uil)<Arburrtlur engine with 
n e.it.ilylic convertor lo meet 

t1<. r 1V Allli-LTntV MOIl 1.1 W S 

Bthnr right: As il .ippriMehvv 
l lie mil Icon ium. the Beetle 
vk-Atl !jvl|y retu s.-s tn hi- 
down .ind die l.img live the 
Vcilkwvngen tt i lie! 







to most Volkswagen^ in the 1970s. In the 
centre of the horn push was a Volkswagen 
roundel logo. The seats were far better than 
anything previously offered in a basic Beetle, 
being l rimmed in velour material with 
separate head restraints, reinforced frames 
and mountings and a reclining mechanism. 
Redesigned scat belt anchorage points, front 
and back, further helped to improve passen¬ 
ger safety. 

The factory claimed a 0-100km/h (Q-62tnph) 
time of jusl 143 seconds, with a maximum 
speed of 140km/h (S7mph) The fuel economy 
was not ground-breaking by any means with 
an average consumption of just 9km/1 
(approximateiv 25mpg), although it has u* be 
remembered that this figure was achieved 
using extremely cheap a let* hoi-based fuel* It is 
interesting to note that the coetlident of drag 
(Cd) was slated as being 0.48, somewhat 
worse than the 0.44 figure claimed by 
Wolfsburg for its Beetle in the hCOs, 

The Fusca was launched in a range ot three 
Standard colours - Star White, Arena Beige 
and Saturn Hhic along with five optional 
colours: Universal Black, Sports Red I mut 
Silver. Athenas Beige Metallic and IHne Ureen 
Metallic. In addition, two option packages 
were offered from the very beginning. 
Package I consisted ot a clock loam-coveicd 
spoi ls steering wheel, dual horns, d^nu pekk- 
ets, a carpetevl Mi ip on the bntnim ot dw dot>r 
panels, protective rubber strips on die 
bumpers and a passengvr^ide dooi muror 
Package 2 added a heated rear windscreen, 
green lintrxt windows- opening r*\u side^^ui 
dmvs, lintixl nxu light leuse> and i digital 
slenxi system. 

This, then, was how the Beetle would six’ 


out the 19^0s - in many ways a far cry from the 
original no-nonsense People's Car of the late 
1930s, and vet in other v, ay> so simi’.ir. After 
all. was it not the word of Germany*s leader 
that led to the introduction of a cheap car tor 
the masses in the same way Shat, in the 
Brazilian President pushed for VMkswagen to 
reintroduce the Beetle to pnwide that same 
inexpensive transport for his people? 


Full Circle 

So. the Beetle lives on. The w erds of a some¬ 
what confu>t\5 oUM.il press release :s>ued on 
the ^'introduction of the Fusca, could almost 
be those of a political speech made o. v ears 


il fWfW 


ea r 1 ier in a res tl ess Germa n v: ' A* 
it fiis into the brand - rencziwl programme, which 
*iw ^4 ict/ that aim* at the pn>du£~ 

fion far ill! :ht ikKioJ sc&nnite. hr .Vrms i" 
i.*s c^racfcrishcs and .idr.vi facts 

affcad: cxi\rfarced fot the ant*u?mT*. the Fusca 
rnfl cotmter its rightful niche within the mitrkei. a 
niche in which rationality and attributes that arc 
considerably differentiated in relation to other 
model* in the same line, predominate. 
I efkswagen's Marketing Planning Division 
envisage- ra: the Fusca trill win a JO per cent mar - 
<c: -h.oc ic ri with the pernio-car meat 

i .• “■ »■ - **-*- ™ ■“ "-f-p S ’"11 J 1* *Tf ?J ■» “ j i f O I Ni f I■ 'l r J ^ 

i, %•* - , 1J lT/ 1*4 r Ii4 4 inlJL-ffc 4.^ |.cX I 1 j/l+f-l %. 1-4 fc 

*’• f is>. - ] ’’n {)f¥? unit* 'Vi H/Ci?r/ 

fc. *t, 4 % t V 4 1 4 -hr ’’ f-~ X ■ * *■* • K. • ' • ■ i- ■ *■ ■ * *» 5 • * 



































































































































Untixl design*, e s Had 

\ ll! Ji'i' .*11 i ,1J RVItl tO |i *ok t111* NV|1U\ 

them.w.md I i auol \tavs, both trained ot the 
• ot tv ’-i gtv »itin which they each moved 
Vn h .w i JcMgm t wink I homas found a post 
they ivtmiuxl to <. ohlorma to open a design 
m l V r, i c mite 1 r tor Volkswagen and Audi 


. \ /». -. ■, i| h 1 C liki j was fiisl 

nih nl' \ oli-'MVigi »X nttnv 

[Wl*MlVl» 1'Hlil! ttk 1 
h'hkli «iiWti , 'srl Hn 
m.tlf'Ti’i .i -nwll i‘-iF k*r (■hi* 
fuEyir \ i h-itigt 11> \ N aft 
.niion*; thf Vi>lksM\igrn 
inin.iv;vitt< nl "iijppx! lln- 
peppo x\\ !|t‘ I-eE 


The Concept l is, without doubt, the p 
which put them on the map, although 
after its announcement. Mays returns 
Audi to head its design department, 
t omvpl I was not the result of a eon 
sum from Volkswagen to design a new a 
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A VVI )OLE NEW CONCEPT 






A fun- VVht'n fits! exhibiUvi 
At llto? ]°°4 Del roil Mi jiff 
Slum. C. on, f|it I .vlkippiM 
iVupto m ihctr tr.ifx:- 

Volksw.igtTi aJijptc-d 
(hi- -mip!*■ ktgo fit idmlily 
E Ek- Co risvpl t pr«. ■ jet t tv ert 
from ihi- i! i-e,]-v to mv Ehr 
Ft’Ulicm$fcif> wiih I he Beetle 





a « i i.« ■« 


if tii «*■■# iicc i» f-i* i * ■ i tii * 


,** Hll^a Inn* • I.. , >, 




L-ti. t\WV|t E '.v.v- I hi.’ 
Sr.nikhikI ot two men 
r-TWfrvAO Lind l 

C Am*! M.o * Thi‘in.v-.mO 

Mavs VHiM -.Lxt ot the 
Wdk’.w.i^-iH'i \m* nc.i 
I V*.ign Center Al Sloii 
VAllev. i. ilitomn. Mtvre 

thos drew up p!.m> lot ..s 

MILlU iMl •• hu h vtvuM 
L'.ipUftv tlU 1 >pitll ot thi 
ongitvd Wilh haojI 

design leiererHV* [Eiookt 
car, -tie ti >n iKe W'.ligi i! 
horn gjrilfc* on the I rent 

Ehi x AT "iVrt «V'»x Eli," 
tuvillvig .ill |tl»ll \ soVYV\i IL 


the millennium Engineers at Wolfsburg Had 
already progressed a tong wav down that 
road with a vehicle of their own hv the time 
Concept i appeared In fact them- would be 
the second small car project with which 

V olkswagen hoped to full it- slagging vdos 
4 voi!d-w uie. The first was krun\ a In its work- 
mg title ot Chico, a compact town car w hich 
fitted into the current range under the Polo 
t he Chico was almost at the pomt ot going 
into production when the plug w\w pulled on 
the pmject after senior managenuiu began to 
have severe reservetions about its viabihb 
\suie troni being an evjvnswe mwt.ike the 
l likv was also an acute embarrassment for 

V olkswagen, t oncept 1 offered the aunpanv 
an op{H>iiumla to divert attention away from 
the errors oi the |\i>t 



Mays and Thomas wen* aware of the prob¬ 
lems which faced Volkswagen and also of the 
facl that so many modem cars are character¬ 
less. They are designed by computer, leskvi in 
wind tunm K and roll off the production line 
in their millions every year. What Volkswugem 
needed, according to the tw o Califomiadxwed 
stylists, was a car that ivtmld stand out iiom 
that crowds which would have the timeless 
charm of the original Beetle and which w ould 
thrust the company back into the limelight 
.Although Concept I certainly did that w hen it 
was launched at the Detroit Mt >1 or Show in 
January 1^4, few people honest3\ expected 
the design to see production. Even 
\ olkswagen representatives on the stand sug¬ 
gested that it was little more than a vvhimskC 
‘-tv!mg exercise: a "what iff,."?" concept vehi¬ 
cle which was intended to prove that 
Volkswagen was sti33 capable ot keeping one 
step ahead of the pack. 


Enthusiastic Response 


Wk. 


a * niH’tn e ex pened 


a ciazin zh' en thus:astic rea 


though, w as the 
ion to the car The 


motoring press, usually sp scepticai and cvni- 
cal about such exercises, w as universal in :t> 


pra ise ior th e d esi gn a 3th ou gh nvt n v ji i u ma I - 
ists felt that Rich a car ivould not be' the 


answer to Yolkswagon's long-term problems 
It would at best, be an mler^stmg d:version, 
bhortiv a tier. \ olkswagen itself began speak- 
me ot the possibility oi building a hniiUxi 
number of such cars but remained sentewhaL 
no n -c^ "*m m i ital aR > i: t the subject 

Public reaction, however, was ovenvhelm- 
:ng - the \ ’A stand was mobRM thre ughout 
the show b\ people wanting to know w hen 
Concept 1 was going into production. 
\ olkswagen dealers in the LSA reported a 

v* -i 

>tcadv inaeasc in "traffic" through their 
shovxn\>m> as ^xvple came to enquire when 
the new model was going to be available. The 
public was demandinc a car that allowed it- 

I 

owner to make a perRmal statement and 
through hich he or she could express his or 
tu r mdividuality. citing the Beetle a- the per¬ 
fect example ot this It :> rather ironic that the 
old Beetle should ha\ e txvn \ iewLxi this wav. 
After ah it could be argued that how can a car 
ot which ever 2l\OOlhiXX’! examples have been 
built allow the owner to stand out from a 
crowd ’ Mays and Thomas had always spoken 
ot four words which thev felt summed up the 
projev t simple, reliable, honest and onginal. 
IVrhap- those wi-re four virtues which the 
public toiuu.1 lac king in other cars currently on 
the market. Indeed, these were the tour w ords 
around which the colour brochure - now a 
much sought alter collector's item centrcxi 
w hen \ We \ iN-utxi it at Detroit 
This brochure makes interesting reading 
tor it includes several reterenevs to tin- orsgi- 














































































































































1995 CONCEPT I CABRIOLET 







ol thv um.;in.il milium Concept l m 
tubitevi jn attiacUve cabriolet proto 
... c,| UIVv in \| 4 uifi t u ° r> The ivsjHmse 
*f \s tH’liiiiii'' convincing \ W Lh.it the 
,, nr \lthiuu;h the new car was not 
1 13 >. in »11 until the end of 1^7, it was 
tv the New Beetle It will be 

»| a lit ,,t Puebla in Mexico, with the 
inJme wav into the United Stales 
lenying theft ^ still a hmt of the old 
brioM 1 - about tins excitine vehicle. 





Vh•. i In ymtfile, rikfenctw 
li> I he Fhvtk- were utre j< mlw 
I In riittningbtMnK wparale 
is Luge wheel* nnd ilw 
flowing UiH". 1 l-ivdc 


hil. IHigi 1 17 ini li 
aluminium whoek ftMtured 
the lr.Tiihlii3n.iil \ W Uign in 
the anUrc. ju^t like the 
nfiginol iJocllv hufcwpoj ih* 
1<J3fe.md (*h 


IaH The d.ishKvirJ wo>.t 
nu vtrr |>let e ot t el no *lyling 
11k** pia'diitm'h , r w.i> An 
ohvuMi*’ tdiwucc lo llu) cj 
I hr Beetle while (he deMgn 
ot ihe ctevfing wheel hod 
hint- oj the 1%(K jihffl.il it. 
with -i tvMigjtal hom 
ring anuruhng 
I hf oar-bag 



v The i.ibriolet vc-ision 
of c onci'pt E ivlIn. launched 
at the < .ertfv.i Vlnlor Show itt 
March lw"„ ever .1 venriiiti r 
Ihe launch ot Cnna-pt l in 
Detroit. It^. impact wo* 
equally a« great. 


High! Various engine 
p.ivk.lges weresuggi ti-ih 
including this fninguing 
zero cm w 5 ion ' hybrid imii 
which w*os designed In meet 

I he siricu^l fmtHmpg law- ■ 
































































































• '•u thim- vvtin h mi■ \ Y\ in ukiting 
J vfime tel 11MIIV liulivd. 

i tmd sun coded in alienating 
u ith i trli %!*i}i»it jjveit which 
|h»' hli k^KHllul. k> tkvik' tvtllj’ 
, y 11, ■ t?t\miid i ? i *iii 1 ,'i»• i ? In i 'h( 
111?i■ |i,i s,v\ wh,t! v I’d -t w i.xix( 
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tutniMivxl with llh* I'ltiiiHi.it 
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jw t f r j Jj. 
n u iff l f iliii 

ttu' tar.it-.tif hu.iTv Ilm tbc 
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publication of 
\mi :‘uv. released a 

Cpt l liMtS dtMli, TN, 


IMW 

\ l V 


vivated t his text while show me a 

P 

sphering inup- of a Beetle Kvoming 
“ J * TX ‘ ■ * idtM is without doubt one of 
the N>f promotional films of all time 
• i i ■ ,vg< drama lu \ ivuai impact and 
uivv *;• all .a '‘tinmg musk U > not diliicult to 
:\ v , abed ot eariv propaganda films nude 
ev v • : \ ears ago 1 \k h extolled the virtues 

a: she PoopT *- Car. 

xv“ alter the iVtroit show Volkswagen 
:a’mv. :fit a;;toi:iehLle world a second time bv 

disrl.w mg a t'T’ich? :\\i Concept 1 cabriolel 
1,■'• ig>■ de the \ el 1 ew *<\i.ui ai Gene\ a j n 
V.r»h 1^’ In now {Ho public was delirious 

none o 


1 T*» * ■* T 1 

via 4 %4i2 A ■1 |1 


V ,’lkMiact 

whole 

If ( 


I. 

i i ■ 


the 


gen 

Kept 

ticbf fiptX’J 

VfSCt 

It W4 

mid be aixvther 

* 

;ai Wi 

•?rd n 

a> cu: that 


same 

: "A 


k Lj t , 


a rout the 
1 4 ar betore 


:\v>ed on me Concept ' prosvi would be put 
into >enes production and thati! would be on 

4 

salt rvrore tht end ‘ :N a ntur* It semwi 


.'v.; ■ »■ Vh» inirtmf tit4inc\)' 
fttuvli «'l is s" , r k ‘T-i*s^'t s 
,,harm. Although (Iv 
tiiv!rumi !i!jiiim .vrxS 
h-sl Iw mv*Jf mtwv 

k*i I’liTV'ilav us 





ter 




A WHOLE NEW CONCEPT 








.■Uyiiv: The ic.ir Ihrw^u.irter 
view rcm-iini^l I he njc^t 
attract i¥tfof ,ilL The hij^hly- 
polifituxf -i In mi ilium wheels 
hulked csjvetatly ginxl. 


R\$kt rho rear IiC may not 
have ajuceakxJ an .lir-itsihd 
irngine, Inti the overall 
riesiigti as clearI) 
TemlUhCeilt of Lki?tle> built 
e n I lie tale h'Fth, 


iU'lou,’. The hi.iiitanlps ciUilJ 
have been thone ol a l\>i> he 
hut I here nffl-s Ho mis taking 
I hi- Identity uf the car when 
you saw i he twdgv- 
AElention hi disign deLtil 
W.i- tAtfeiwIy high 




that a\ least one major automobile manure- 
turer had a soul and w a^ prepared to l>a n to 
what the public was sivmg, Indeed, tn the 
l S V. Volkswagen or America opened a toll- 
free to I e i 1 he me 1 in o t he nu mhro! w h i e h i v a - 

s 

1 .hiV 441A U l h im w hich :He ;’uh 1 i, etnfid 
leave a message toevpiv^s their uvlings at\ x u; 
i oncept I. rrosumabo V \\ oA had set itsc a a 
target number ot calls which, ona j ewiAvied 
would mean gutng the green light to 
Germans to go ahead with the project! 1 or 
Ma\ and Ihom.w Ihw was vindication oi all 
the effort thev had rut inti 1 * the exercise. 

Concept 1 is m reals t\ tar more than a 
piops. reincarnation ot the IVetk it is a thor 
onghlv modern ear whose appearance has 
arisen not onlv as the result ot a desire to 
build a vehicle which echoed the lines of the 
world's nu»t famous car. but also as a result ot 


careful consideration of several key factors. 
I-hie was that t onrept 1 should deimitelv 
appeal to all age go»ups and classes. I he origi¬ 
nal Beetle is truly a classless car which is 
driven by people from all walks of life. A 
Beetle looks as equally at home outside the 
Milan Opera House as it Jixa in thi back 
streets of baa Baulo, There is no stigma or 
snobbery attached to ownership of a Beetle. 
1 his was something which Mavs and Thomas 
were keen to capture with their new design. It 
had to have a certain simple, chic elegance 
which would appeal to everyone. 

There is a long-held belief that even*one at 
sometime in their life has been in a Beetle - 


at 


f ■* •! a »• ft 

lUIi U 


penence more often than not leaving an 
indelible, but pleasant, mark on the memor 
Again the two designers were anxious to cap- 
varm feeding that Beetles tend to 
pie who come into contact 
pie remember little things 
the way it sounds, the look of 
the dashboard with its simple, single-dial 
styling, the c^Ktxin-like atmosphere In the 
back seat, the grab handles for the passengers 
and naturally the unique, almost organic, 
styling. With Concept 1 frutn the word go, 
there was a ctmsdous eft on to recreate this 


engender in 

;k- %_ L_ ' J 


FTh 1 

VX" % t rH * : iTti 

► i i y ( 41 ax II s i 

Pg0.p] 

'X Tu *■ i b 4 4 k» L? w ■ 

liexjux int? tXet. 

lie: th 


friendly image The dashboard is a simple 
design with a large single spivdoinetcr, a pas¬ 
senger grab handle and even a place to mount 
3 small flower vase, just Itkv thi acces- 

sorv bud vases that w ere so popular 


Kctno Styling 

Externally, there are several design refer¬ 
ences to tlie % original Beetle, such as the lour 
separate wings the stv iicod “running boards" 
in realitv. thev have more in common with 
modem ground -effects stxiingk the stceplv 
sloping ntw and the door handles, for 
instance The headlamps are also reminiscent 
o: the Beetle- with sloping lensc's which 
follow the angle or the front wings. However, 
on Concept I thev are canted slightl\ to the 
vide si that thev otter greater safety at night 
On the design i \cra<<\ thev also incorporated 
the turn signals and just Mow and inset 
rroni thv headlamps could W seen a pair of 
wnts which strong I v resembled the horn 
grilles of the Beetle. 

The nvi line of c’omvpt i is pure Beetle 
from whichever angle if is viewed even the 
windscreen has an air of th^ original about if 
d es pite bei ng dee{> a nd cun c\: I n mn si \ \va v >. 
it is tar Uss obtrusive to the design than that 
usod <>n the 13i!5 range haek in t h e earh 70s. 
1 he pro to tv po used a glass root insert, but this 
was painted m such a wav that the sharply 
defined edgis of this extravagant sin root 
i\ liiMxl the swage lines stamped into the 
Beetle s roof a ten inches inKeird ot the rain 
channeK On production versions, the root i> 


























































































































in !lh 1 sohd as thv cost ot incorporating a f liII 
vg,iys mud proved prohibitive As tar as the 
v\ibftolel version was cuiKri tuxl, with the 
hvHHl tolded down, there was that familiar 
bustle at the back which was such a distinctive 
trademark ot all Beetle eobrios horn 1949 right 
up until the last imxtel tolled off the hue in 
{anuaxy 1980. it was almost possible to imag¬ 
ine workers at the kotmann lactory nodding 
th ee lieads mi approval 

\t the ieat the exhaust tailpipe, exiling 
through the rear valance, suggested a hint of 
the beetle s exhaust system, while the rear 
lights had a distinct touch of the later "ele¬ 
phant's feet” units seen on mid-seventies 
models On each quarter panel, ahead of the 
rear wheel arches. Concept I proudly dis¬ 
played a stylized version of the traditional 
Wolfsburg crest f©a>ssed into the bodv. On 
the nose and tail, the universally-recognized 
t uvular \ VV loco was similarly sunk into the 



hodviVLl! k 


I low ever whul will not be seen on Concept 


1 are the separate bumpers that w ere so much 
part ot tile original beetles styling. These 
made wav tor deformable units that would 
withstand parking knocks without damage. 
With regard to the matter ot how such a car 
could he designed to meet the stringent safety 
regulations in Operation round the world, 
Macs and Thomas incorporated a safety cell 
into the cun uevous Ksi\ with strengthening 
Km ms m the doors, roll ovei protection m the 
root and crumple /ones at the front and rear. 


Afe&M? As the XfW tVjetk'’", 
.!■* a tuul Kn*n dubbed by 

ValL’iVkM^iMii ru .tm.1 
pmdurtitin, tben wa% Hill 
nik ot ’j'vi.T.a jhivmS!,' 
dmOmlrw, ifu ludtng ibis 
UMitfe tuib©-iiii~«C As ihi* 
n- n i At Vvj- [j> tv kvnl an 

the fkwpju oi e In.- bust 
model t ilu fi- w.is c^n 

t,itk dl a ' jsirimj; version, 
[vwvrcti Is iJw- k*v;rmJjry 
2 S-liin' Vi-ngjiu‘ TTuI 
■a ini LI. itklvwlj be ^u.ir.lnleed 
id r.i(-4■ .i smile? 


Rrfiw The produOinn 
versionttf the Xifiv Ikvllc 
w as very smulir il? [tie Mark, 
prptirtyfv hvh ,i year or m> 
earlier. Sadly, natu? *>l the 
more Ktylisli elements |yuf 
ijiap|MMn , d, such as the 
rmirtiJ dsxtr mirrors and 
Iulv like diK»r handles, bin 
I tie overall im.i£p ums much 
ihe sime, h was turd for 
Bctilc sTitbususis to believe 
that the rar was alsiut to go 
into production, five years 
alter! 'orscrjrt 1 first jppfcun \i 


The most significant area in which Concept 
t differs from the Type 1 is in the choice oi 
drive train. At the time of its "launch" at 
Detroit and subsequently in Geneva, by which 
time tne company was making veiled refer 
ences to a production version, the plan was to 
make use of the lloprpan and front-wheel- 
drive driveline from the next generation Volks¬ 
wagen Polo There was even talk of three 
en v i ri >nmenlal 1 y -fricud 1 y power l ra i ns: a 1.9- 



1 * 1 





litre turbo diesel as introduced in the Mk3 
Golf; a hybrid I -1-litre, three-cylinder n:rS 
diesel combined with an 18kW electric me: r 
for town use; and an all-electric verskm using 
a 50bhp induction motor developed bv thy 
Siemens electrical company, Clearly Concept 
1 was to be a ground-breaking exercise 


Into Production 

However, by the time the second revised 
prototype was shown in Japan during ' 
there was definite confirmation that i he m sic' 
was to go into production towards die end or 
the century. Bv now, there had been a shift in 

* w 

thinking, with the new car due to be based on 
the next generation Golf floorpan This 
resulted in a slightly longer wheelbase ar ; 
increased range of d rivet ram options, up to 
and including the superb uanew angle \ Re 
engine package which oreu much a^'.iuu on 
its introduction in the MK ; Gob \ enio et:a 
in the 1 S.XKmd vehicles \s r w mis 

pension is conconuxi Concept I > eumppov: 
with MirPhirson struts at the trout and a 
compound beam ado at the ivai While i re 
slrul trout suspension w remiuwvenl w dut 
tilted to the I HV and t c 1 >SufVi IkxHloe: v 
seventies, the i\mi suspoiwion is a uuv' 
departure from the old s^eiug a\ o and tw 
sion bai h ot thii h Vi ,u s ^ ai he: 

OneaiXM m which thou w a Mnut,mt\ ^ 
the beetle is tluwUx’ision is tt 1 use la.tg.e d’-vue 
ter whcH’ls and Ivies ahhotigh the huge 
ISlttch ilKinieter alumiivium «'luvU ot tlu 
origiiuil design exeivisc weic «leai a en like U 
evei h* we production. In loci, that tusl p to- 
type p.iul little hood to maia\ practicalities 
such a^> ’Aisj^eii''ion mcweinent thew' u, s 
simply instil licivnt c learano' 1st ween du 



■v res .ead : v .-vv. arch's 
;une :he >ece u anratien 
diameter had been rx\:uc\x: 


owe 


\ 


i X. r r¥ 

k V 


S^t.' 


the tvtvs down-stCvxi .Kwrdrngh large 

diamc:c: ; ',v: : ■ ot r n v he. p :' c'.Vs 1\::e: 
ride quak!\ bu: acvvidinc :o Mav> and 

I hxnuw sric e: -c'■:ra■ d <s:g•ers gk ;' C- > rric j e 
an air ot quahtv \::e: ah: :ht\ maintain :i 
you see an enu\ Vu' cat dnMng on D inch 
whtx’ls i: kvG nke w na; rva.o :s a % neap 
car hist bi\\u>e s o;uvp: ’ wars no: m tend cm 


Mthough n wourd haw been 


l\»v'le ^ v at the cold ixs\hh s> 

H 

Vine: tea is the i :iOSen oi v oncvpl 1. 

Ihe Volkswagen plant at Puebla in Mexico 
it-elt long assw utwl ^ ith the beetle is geared 
xsp to pnvhuv hmiyi' UV i\V cars a year. Ihe 
majoriU ot these avv ,ic>tsned tor sale m the 
L S V where the traditional lx\-llchasnotlven 
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ISlOi 


: a ,:n., s* t Aver: \ vea ts : n a n ks 
ssi, a. ..isegis- it to 

ii t i tin."j 

_ s. . ^ s e ■. j - j IL, 4. L *« \ ■ ■ i ii I H I V A h ilV 
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is 
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^xiinsj, io\ c aii&iT u r un 
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TECHNICAL APPENDIX 



e Beetle, there have been many 
ade in an effort to improve the 
gnificant, such as introducing a 
>3, or a curved windscreen late in 
i relatively minor, such as fitting 


one-piece rear win 

1972, while others 
new dashboard knobs for 1967. In this appendix, we show 

eral of the more important modifications made to 

Volkswagen, including a look at the many engines whieh I 

been fitted over the years* Please note, however, that the 


shown, not necessarily the year any 


I%0h*ui seen introduction 
of a now Wolfsburg badge, 
although design of bonnet 
handle was unchanged. 


Locking mechanism was 
improved for this yean 
Cabriolet models featured a 
lock on the cable-release. 


1 he first post-war Beetles 
were little different from the 
original prototypes Note 
recess in door for lingers. 


Design of the Kubelwagen 
was kept deliberately simple 
with details like the door 
handles reflecting this. 


I n prevent the door owning 
in a mil-over accident, a 
trigger-ope rated lock was 
mhndlin'd this year 


























































TECHNICAL APPENDIX 


BONNET HANDLES 

The handle securing the 
front bonnet lid underwent 
n - * be' i c d est c n ch a n ees 

throughout the fiftv-vear life 

■* # 

the Beet le. To begin with, 

the bonnet was secured with 

a handle which had to be 

turned *t> release the lock. 

Then, in 1949, the design 

was changed on export 

models to in corporate a 

more secure internal cable- 

re 3 ea se m edi ani sm. Th is 

remained in use, basically 

■■ 

unchanged, until 1966 when 

a push-button-operated 

safety catch w as introduced, 
# 



The pre-war VW38 came 
with this simple handle 
which needed to be turned 
an ti < 3 oc k'»i se to rel ea se. 


The d esign rema \ ned 
unchanged by the time 
wartime production had 
started. Note the lock 


This was the last year that 
the export models featured 

the old-style turn handle. 

■# 

Black was the regular finish. 


In 1949, a cable-release 
mechanism offered security 

■rf 

against theft. New handle is 
cast aluminium. Note badge. 



1953 

New chromiuni-plated 
handle was a consequence of 
an improvement in the 
supply of raw materials. 




Bonnet badge was deleted in Due to stricter safety laws, 
October 1962, much to new bonnet handle 


enthusiasts' sorrow. f kindle incorporated a secondary 
and lock remained the same push-button safety catch. 



a The design was little 

changed until l97TKwhen 
the push-button changed 
from chrome to black finish. 


DOORHANDLES 

The design of the Beetle door 
handle underwent several 
changes throughout the car's 
life, many of them due tn 
pressure from increasingly 
stringent safety laws 
introduced in the US, While 

it is true to say that some of 

■» 

the modifications were 
relatively minor and little 

■wf' 

more than cosmetic, others 
helped to prevent the door 
bursting open in a roll-over 
accident. I or the restorer of 
an early Beetle, sourcing the 
correct do or handles can be a 
difficult task. 



The black*finished, poll- 
handle design was firs! seen 
on the VW38 prototypes. 
Note I he key-operated lock 


In wartime, tlu* Beetle 
featured handles whu h were 
painted body-colour, in this 
instance, sand beige. 
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1^53 



Driver's side w as equipped 
with a key-opera U^d lock 

Passenger Joof was kicked 

tram inside the vehicle 


The design of the handle, 
w hile superficially the same, 
changed m August 1955. 
Note subtle raised mice. 



this w as the last year of the 
old-style pull-handle, the 
design of which could be 
traced back over 20 years 


In August 1959, an all-new 
push button d(x>r lock was 
ml rt«I ui is f, i iffering greater 
safety m an accident. 


In Mn 1966, a new di h it 
handk 1 was filled to -ill 
models, a di^ign win* h was 
il,sed for lev. than I wo years 
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1 lead], imp i’Vi'himvs were 
|N)|niLii accessories which 
wen- designed to focus the 
Uphi beam more elfit lenily. 



I lost ]i hiadliimp mnib hdd 
the adjusting screws I(k ated 
,0 \2 o\ loi k and '* n't lock, 
i eflSes bolt’ host h logos. 



1943 



l ; mm April 193% all IJS-spt-c 
Beetles were fitted with new 
headlamps which had clear 
lenses and a parking light 


On the European market. 

Bit tkb still cam*/ with 

■>v m out heal lenses to dip the 

lights straight down. 


From August IWi all 
Beetles. other than L b-spev 
models came with new 
asymmetrical 3* nw 


First Mtn on L s Boeth^s tn 
l%r, the upright head lamp 
Wih not imivifsil'i ado^d 
until 1^8 




1948 



1951 


1953 



Flic print ipal ditjorenoc 
between this and the 
prev kuis design was the use 
of a dmmu- lens surround. 



1968 


Military vehicles were filled 
with "i envoy lights" which 
enabled following drivers to 
judge distance at night 



1974 


Fo meet stricter sale tv- 
regulations. a larger rear 
light assembly was 
introduced in 1968. 


The so-called elephant's 
foot" or football rear light 
was f irst seen on the 1303 
model in late 1972. 




The hrst post-war Bee lies 
came with domed hubcaps 
which featured a large VW 
logo stamped in the centre 



With the introduction of the 
export models in 1949, a 
chromed hubcap with a 
small logo became available. 


The design of the rear light 
remained essentially 
unchanged when civilian 
production first started 

WHEELS 

One of the mpst recognizable- 
features of the Beetle has 
always been the hubcap The 
simple, chrome-plated, 
domed hubcap, which was 
used throughout the 3950s 
and for much of the 1960s, 
became almost as well- 
known as the profile of the 
Beetle itself. Tin- wheels too, 
have always been very 
distinctive in design, if 
rather plain by comparison 
with those of other makes of 
car. the large diameter being 
something of a Beetle 
trademark. 


In P49 the chrome bezel was 
replaced bv a smaller 
aluminium one, this itself 
being deleted in 1950 



1938 


The YW38 models were 
fitted with plain black 
hubcaps which bore no logo 
of any description. 


In October 1952 the rear 
lights were redesigned to 
incorporate a brake light len^ 
in the top of the housing 



1943 


Military models rarely 
carried any form of 
embellishment. The 16-inch 
wheel is seen in all its glory, 


In Mav 1953 a new rear light 
was introduced on the L 5 
market, which incorporated 
a turn-signal 



The T ype 166 
Schwimmwagen was 
equipped with plain 16m 
wheels and off-road tyres. 




1956 


1957 



1962 


In October 1937 the wheel 
size was reduced to 13m. 
fhe design of the hubcap 
lemamed unchanged 


Cabriolets came from the 
factory with chrome trim 
rings fitted Shi w n here is an 
accessory item, 

w 


Whitewall tV res were never 

■■ 

ottered by the factory as a 
standard fitment. However, 
they were popular in the L SA. 


Ttu> was the last vear that 
\ W s ca m e vvi! h a P4 in t d 
hubcap logo From now on 

4 i w* 

the hubcaps would be plain.- 


































































































TECHNICAL APPENDIX 



REAR LIGHTS 
Until the introduction of the 
much larger light clusters in 
1962, the Beetle was 
constantly at risk from K ing 
rear-ended by vehicles 
following clo i e behind at 
night. The small rather dim, 
rear Sights were never very 
efficient at the best of times, 
a short-coming made worst 1 
by an inadequate sivxolt 
electrical svstem. In !%£., the 
light units were considerably 
increased in size, helping to 
make the Beetle a far safer 
car. Reversing lights also 
became available. 


Sea led - rea ni h ea diamp units 
v. ere introduced across the 
range :n September 1973. 

V ce bulbous F*)3 iron! wing. 


Although the design 
remained unchanged, some 
late cars did feature plastic 
headlamp rims. 


Early rear lights consisted of 
small glass lenses set in a 
plain black bezel Brake light 
was a separate unit 


he new unit was fitted to all 

todels in August 1933, but 

■maphore indicator’- 
1 

?matrted on European cars. 


The first light unit to include 
a separate turn signal lens 
was first seen in May 19bl. 

I S models had all-red lens. 


I 
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1966 


1967 


196S 


1974 


1 ho flat hubcap used on the 
Type 3 models was fitted to 
the Beetle in 1966, Note 
correct cabriolet trim ring. 



4 


With the availability of disc 
brakes from August 1966, a 
new, flatter hubcap was 
fitted. Note slotted wheels. 


The Beetle now came with 
four-bolt wheels, which 
required the use of the new 
fiat hubcap. 



1953 


1956 



A new, smooth semaphore 
was featured on all oval- 
window models. The covers 
wore painted body colour. 


As there were no true door 
pillars, cabriolet models had 
the semaphores located in 
the rear quarter panels. 




The "football" mirror 
continued in use throughout 
the wartime period in the 
Typo 82E and related models. 



1948 

t he mirror was painted 
black up until 1949 and was 
secured to the bodywork 

■r 

with three small screws. 



1968 


I his was the last year that 
the familiar thret'screw 
mounting was used for the 
rear view mirmi 


Plastic-coated surround now 
featured a safely-release 
mounting, designed to break 
free m an accident. 


Sports wheels wen fitted to 
several Beetles m the 1971K 
varying in width from 4 ?J to 
3,5], according to model. 



1957 


For the US market, all 3 956 
to 1958 models featured 
small bitllet-shaped turn 
signals located on front wing. 



1951 

V?»j affEE t -am i 

In June 1949 the interior 
mirror changed to this 
rectangular shape Deluxe 
models were polished. 



The last of the cabriolets 
came with this somewhat 
ungainly combined mirror 
and interior light unit. 




























































































































TECHNICAL APPENDIX 



1975 


Plain steel wheels, often 
fitted with accessory trims, 
continued in use until the 
'9T*s. Diameter remained 15in. 


TURN SIGNALS 
From the days of the earliest 
prototypes, the People's Car 
had been fitted with turn 
signals of one form or 
another, the YW3G having 
them incorporated into the 
front quarter panels, ahead 
of the doors, A hen the KdF- 
Wagen was launched, it 
appeared with semaphore 
signals in the door IT 
pillars. It was not until 1956 
that flashing turn signals 
first appeared, and then only 
on the US market. It was in 
the 1960s that European 
models were so equipped. 



The semaphores on this 
example were housed in 
separate boxes mounted on 
the front quarter panel. 



1943 


Type 82t: used separate turn 
signals, despite the earlier 
KdF-Wagen being seen with 
pillar-mounted semaphores. 



1948 


The first pilla remounted 
semaphores were made in 
left- and right-hand 
configurations. 



Later semaphores were not 
sided Until the 1952 model, 
all semaphores came with 
grooved covers, like this. 



With the phasing out of 
semaphores for 1961 models, 
all Beetles* featured these 
w i ng- mou n t ed i nd i ca t o r s. 


From October 1963 the front 
turn signal was increased in 
si/e to meet new laws. The 
de sign lasted for many years 


In August 1974 the front turn 
signals were relocated in the 
front bumper, making them 
x ulnerable to damage. 



RuAR-VIBW MIRRORS 

Many people believe the 
design of the Beetle never 
changed since the via vs of 
the hdI -Wagen. 1 low wrong 
they are, for even seemingly 
minor components, such as 
the rear-view mirror, were 

constantly modified in an 

«* 

effort to improve the overall 
product- To begin with, the 
mirrors were very small 
reflecting the design of the 
tiny split rear windows. 

Later, as the rear window 
increased in si/e, so did the 
mirrors Cabriolets a!wavs 
featured dual-height mirrors* 



1 he YYV38 was equipped 
with this ellipsoidal mirror, 
commonly referred to as 
"football" mirror. 


The cabriolet featured a 
pivoting mirror which 
allowed the driver a view 
over the folded hood 





In tX lober 1^52 the mirror 
grew in si/e and became 
more rounded. echoing the 
new oval rear window. 


Cabriolets continued to us j 
pivoting mirror, although 
the design was changed in 
l kTober 1to that shown 


■■■MAH 





another new mirror design. 



Although padded sun visors 
required a modified 
mounting, the basic design 
<4 tile mirror was uni hanged. 


1966 

Prior to 1965, the interior 
mirror incorporated the sun 
visor mountings, Now they 
wen- moulded on the body. 


L1C F \( ! PI ATI IIGHT5 

Another stvmmgly 
insignificant detail is the 
light which illuminate^ the 
rear number plate on the 
B+'etk' I he design of this 
relatively modest component 
chan^tsd several times in er 
the years form reflecting 
the gradually evolving shape* 
ot the Bertie fn the earh 
dav > of fhr Volkswagen. the 
licence-phitr light 



1%6 ■ 

! he t abriolvl inir ror 
incorporated I he interior 
lighl in ,i compact design. 
Note sun visoi clips. 



1951 


f .] jli d i roiic 'll* * 

b<-i aoM * oj JR \ n i it lb n me- 
design also llli or ponded 11 n■ 
bode light tiHM Immi 

















































































































































































1953 


1967 



With the introduction ol new 
rear light assemblies in 
October 1952, the licence- 
plate Ugbt was redesigned* 


1957 

between March 1955 and 
August 1957, another design 
was used. II was more 
rounded than previously. 


1959 

For the 1958 models, another 
new light was installed, 
which was mounted slightly 
higher up the engine lid. 


DASHBOARDS 

Nobodv could ever accuse the Volkswagen 
beetle of being a luxurious car. As soon as 
Y OU sit behind the wheel, it becomes obvious 
from the design of the dashboard of most 
models that this was a vehicle built down Ion 
price. However, this is not to suggest that the 
Beetle's dashboard lacks style for, regardless 
of war with the possible exception of those 
vehicles built in the mid- to late- 197(b), there 
has a 1 wavs Kvn a certain timeless simplicity 
which makes it so endearing to its owners. 
The Y\\ designers certainly knew what they 
w ere doing: who else could have made a 
painted steel dashboard look so appealing? 
With minimal instrumentation providing all 
the necessar. ormatkm, what more could a 
Volkswagen driver possibly need? 




1938 

The VVV38 set the style for Beetle dashboards 
for the next 14 years, The simple two-pod 
design housed the speedometer on the left, A 
gear-shift pattern appeared to its right. 




1966 



1968 


First seen late in 1963, this 
wider, more angular design 
gave a whole new look to the 
back end ol a Beetle 


Although superficially the 
same, the light unit fitted to 
1%7 models was new, due to 
the redesigned engine lid. 


A redesigned, shorter and 
more bulbous engine lid 
required another minor 
alteration to the light unit 




1943 


1944 


Little change here except lor the KdF logo 
blanking plate to the right of the speedometer. 
Note the two open glove boxes on either side 
of lhe dashboard and the minimal controls. 


The Type 166 Schwimmwagen was a different 
matter altogether, offering no home comforts 
Note the extra control levers on the floor to 
engage the all-terrain gear and/or the propeller. 




1953 


1956 


1959 


1962 


In October 1952 the dashboard was 
completely redesigned, with an asymmetrical 
layout reflecting whether the car was left- or 
right-hand drive. Note export steering wheel. 



1967 


Thu export steering wheel was redesigned in 
August 1955 to allow the driver to read the 
speedometer more easily* The fuel gauge is n 
non-standard accessory made by Define. 



1968 


From August 1957, the Beetle began to evolve 
at a greater rate than ever before, with a new 
rear window and a totally redesigned 
dashboard. Note the absence of a fuel gauge. 



1974 


A new steering wheel, with chromed horn 
ring, was first seen in August i960. The fuel 
gauge came a year later, on export models. 
Standard models retained the old fuel tap. 



1975 


To improve safety and to help reduce 
reflections on the windscreen, the control 
knobs on the dashboard were made of soft 
black plastic. Ashtray lost ats pull knob. 


I hree air vent on the lop of the dashboard 
help demisting. A new speedometer now 
includes the fuel gauge, while the tonlrol 
knobs t arry symbols ti» ml x ixognitlon. 


1 he biggest revision ever came with the 
curved windscreen 1303 models. The new 
dashboard was of moulded plastic and 
housed the speedometer in a raised binnacle. 


t he basic 1200 models retained the old-stvlc 
dashboard, by now covered wit U black plastic 
padding lor safety reasons. Note the basic, 
black two-spoke steering wheel. 



















































































































































TEC I \NICAL APPENDIX 



I 



Despite other changes made 
to the engine lid or the 7303 
model, the licence-plate unit 
rema \ ned u n c hnnged. 


In a cost-cuttingexercise, (he 
light unit was moulded from 
plastic but featured styling 
grooves on the top surface 


I lie last Beetles to be built 
Germany, the cabriolet 
models,all featured ibis 
same licence-plate Eight, 


Mie Type *2 Kiibelwagen was no less austere 
than its military stablemnte, The dashboard 
housed a speedometer, the electrical switch- 
gear and a pair of fuse-boxes. 


Post-war versions of the 
Beetle looked little different 
to the last of the pre war 
prototypes. Mote VVV A 
logo in place of A 

original Kdf 7 marking A 
and the simple A 

three-spoke a 

wheel, A 


In an effort to help combat the perennial 
problem of the windscreen misting up, VVY 
added an extra air vent to the centre of the 
Beetle's dashboard m August l%5. 


■ . 


lets, the la>t of 

the Germ a 
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I NCpINI s 

One cil the principal hM^tvrv. behind tli>- 
Beetle's success was the engine: an air-cooled, 
horiaamtally-opposed four-cylinder unit 
intiunI at the rearof ihrt.tr. Designed lobe 
a low-revving unit which, without water, 
amkl neither freeze not boil the VVV engine 
m win earned itsoll an enviable reputation for 
reliability In wartime, even when subjected to 
all maimer of abuse foam heavy-footed 
military personnel the 9iltle gem of a motor 
kept on going. I <‘day, some 50 years alter its 
original appearance, the air-cooled flat-four 
soldiers on, powering the latest South 
American-built Beetles, although by now 
boasting such refinement as hydraulic lifters 
and fuel-injection. No other engine in history 
has been so success! ul 



fhe first 985a flat-four engine produced a 
modest 24bhp at just 3,(X)0rpm. Note fhe 
single, centrally-mounted carburettor and 
long inlet manifold, (*eneralor is belt-driven. 


An increase to 1131 cc in early 1943 resulted in 
a small power increase to 25bhp at 3,3Q0rpm. 
Gsoling fan is driven from generator shall 
and js located within the fan housing. 


The Tvpe lob Schwarmmvagen engine was 
identical to the regular Beetle engine ot the 
time. Drive to rear-mounted propeller was 
taken from the end of the crankshaft 




Lever on top right of (an Housing allowed 
owner to set cooling system to summer or 
w siiter positions. Note 1 coffee tin" air-111 ter - 
now a highlv-prized item among restorers. 




1953 


Hz sfflKw! 



1956 


Although engine remained at 113lcc P a new 
oil-bath air-filler and revised cooling system 
helped to make the engine more efficient and 
reliable. Carburettor is Soles 28 PC I 


Engine size was increased to 11 C) 2cc in 
December 1953. This resulted in a power 
output of 30bhp at 3,700rpm, Increase in 
capacity was due to larger cylinder bore. 


1962 

All-new 1192cc engine was introduced in 
August 1960, with a power output of 34bhp at 
3/iOOrpm. So-called "non-fresh air" heating 
system remained essentially as before 









1%8 


1974 


19 




fhe I493cc ("1500") engine was first used in 
the Type 2 models. Recognized ^ being one 
of the finest engines built by VW, the new 
unit produced 44bhp <it 4,0OOrpm, 


f he 130(1 engine continued to be offered 
alongside the 121X1 and 1500 units but, in 
common with VW policy, was constantly 
upgraded. Note new air-filler design* 


First seen in 1971. the I584.cc engine featured 
new cylinder heads with dual inlet ports. 
Producing 5()bhp at 4,000rpm. the engine was 
the most powerful yet offered by Volkswagen. 


The 1192cc engine remained in production but 
had, by now, seen many detail revisions, 
including the fitment of a more efficient 
alternator charging system. 





fn Germany, the last of lhe saloon models 
produced at frnden differed little 
mechanically from thov._- built over the 
previous 10 years Sadly, the end was m sight 


1979 

Lo meet am t anti-emission laws in the USA, 
Volkswagen Sited a Bom li AIT fud-injei lion 
system on curtain models. A cal a lytic 
a in vertor in the exhaust t li mned up emissions 
































































































































































FECHNICAL APPENDIX 



* 


1944 


1966 

An increase in engine size to 1285a resulted 
in a power output of 40bhpat 4 r 000rpm. As 
with oil engines built from July 1^82, a new 
"fresh air” healing system was used. 


Type 82 Kiibehvagen was also powered bv 
the same 1131 cc engine. The air filter was 
designed to allow engine to breath in dustv 
conditions. Note excellent engine access. 

























































TABLES 


Porsche Projed Numbers Relating to 
Volkswagen 

I'ven/ pro/ecI which win undertaken b\/ the Pot 'the deo/ti of) 
iTris allocated ft nuiftlh'r. Main/ of the e projects nnvr reached 
fruition, Ivin# little more than design exerciser 

60 KdF Beetle Project 

61 Sen led-Down Beetle 

62 Cross-Country VVV 

64 Record Attempt VW 

65 Driving School VW 

66 Right-Hand Drive VW 

67 Invalid Carriage 

68 VW Van 

81 Parcel Van Chassis 

82 Cross-Country VW 

83 Automatic Gearbox 

84 Twin-Clutch Gearbox 

85 4-Wheel- Drive VW 

86 4-Wheel-Drive Cross-Country VW 

87 4-Wheel-Drive based on Type 82 

88 VW Van 

89 Automatic Gearbox 

y 2 Type 82 Chassis with KdF Bodywork 
98 Type 12S with KdF Bodywork 

106 Experimental Gearbox 

107 Turbocharger 

115 Supercharged Engine 

120 Stationary Engine for Air Force 

121 Stationary Engine for Army 

122 Stationary Engine for Post Office 

126 Synchromesh Gearbox 

127 Sleeve Valve Engine 

128 Amphibious Vehicle 

129 Amphibious Vehicle 

132 Containers 

133 Carburettor 

138 Amphibious Vehicle 

151 Experimental Gearbox 

152 Experimental Gearbox 

155 Snow r Track for Type 82 

156 Railway Conversion for Type 166 

157 Railway Conversion for Type 82 
160 Unitary Construction VW 

wf 

162 Cross-Country VVV - Unitary 
Construction 

164 6-Wheel Light VVV - Twin Engines 
166 Motorized Infantry VW 
172 Containers 
174 Assault Boat Engine 

177 5-Speed Gearbox 

178 5-Speed Gearbox 

179 Fuel-Injected Engine 

182 2-Wheel-Drive C ross-Country VW 
Unitary Construction 

187 4-Wheel-Drive Cross-Country VW 
Unitary Construction 

J- 

188 4-Wheel-Drive Amphibious VW 
225 Experimental Gearbox 

227 4-Wheel-Drive Components 

230 VW with Gas Generator 

231 Acetylene-Powered VW 
235 Electrically-Powered VW 

7 VW Engine 


j 238 VW-Powered Winch 
; 239 VW with Wood-Gas Generator 
240 Gas-Powered VW 
247 VW Aero Engine 
I 252 Gearbox 
| 274 Spring-Action Starter 
276 Type 82 with Towing I look 
| 278 Synchromesh Gearbox 
283 Type 82 with Gas Generator 
287 Kommandeurwagen Chassis 
296 Gearbox 
307 Carburettor 
309 Diesel Engine 

330 VW with Combination Wood-Coal 
System 

331 VVV with "Native" Fuel system 

332 Anthracite-Powered VW 


! 214 Van-door on left (RHD) 

215 Van - doors on both sides (LHD) 

216 Van — doors on both sides * KHD) 

221 Microbus — door on right (LHD) 

223 Microbus - door on right (LI ID) 

I 

22 4 Microbus - door on left (RJ ID) 

223 Microbus - doors on both side- ' ’ Ll ID) 
226 Microbus - doors on both sides (R1 ID) 
231 Kombi - door on right (LI ID) 
l . 233 Kombi - door on left (LHD) 

! 234 Kombi - door on left (RHD) 

235 Kombi - door on right, sliding roof 
! (LHD) 

237 Kombi - door on left, sliding roof (LHD) 

238 Kombi - door on left, sliding roof (RHD) 
241 Microbus De Luxe (LI ID) 

244 Microbus De Luxe (RHD) 

251 M icrobus De Luxe - 7-sea ter (LHD) 


Type Numbers Used by VVV Under British 
Control (1945-48) 

White under the control of the British Army, the numbering 
system used in/ the factory was revised, bringing it in line with the 
reduced number of vehicles which zvere to be built , 

11 Beetle Saloon 
13 Witli Sliding Roof 
15 Two-Sea ter Cabriolet 
21 Kiibelwagen 
25 Fire Tender 

27 Open Van 

28 Closed Van 

51 Beetle with Type S2 Chassis 
53 W i th SI id i ng Roof 
55 Cabriolet with Type 82 Chassis 
81 Pick-Up 
83 Panel Van 
91 Open Trailer 
93 Closed Trailer 
100 Short-Wheelbase Beetle 

Volkswagen Type Numbers (.1949 to Present) 

A one Type member hud to be allocated to every new model 
launched. The following h a complete list of number* relating to all 
air-cooled Volkswagens produced in Germany, 

1 1 1 Standard Beetle Saloon (LHD) 

112 Standard Beetle Saloon (RHD) 

113 Export Beetle Saloon (LHD) 

114 Export Beetle Saloon (RHD) 

115 Standard Beetle Saloon, sliding roof 
(L.l ID) 

116 Standard Beetle Saloon, sliding roof 
(RHD) 

117 Export Beetle Saloon, sliding roof (LHD) 

118 Export Beetle Saloon, sliding roof (RHD) 
141 I lebmiiller 2-Seat Cabriolet (LHD)* 

141 Karmann (ihia Cabriolet (LHD)* 

142 Karmann Ghia Cabriolet (RHD) 

143 Karmann Ghia Coupe (LI ID) 

144 Karmann Ghia Coupe (RI ID) 

151 Beetle Cabriolet (LHD) 

152 Beetle Cabriolet (RI ID) 

181 Txekker ("Thing") 

211 Van - door on right (LJ (D) 

213 Van - door on right (LI ID) 


263 

264 


267 

268 

271 

273 

274 


Pick-Up-side-panel on right (LHD) 
Pick-Up - side-panel on left (LHD) 
Pick-Up - side-panel on left (RHD) 
Double Cab Pick-Up - door on right 
(LHD) 

Double Cab Pick-Up - door on left 
(LHD) 

Double Cab Pick-Up - door on left 
(RHD) 

Ambulance - door on right (LHD) 
Ambulance - door on left (LHD) 
Ambulance - door on left (RHD) 
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—81 Microbus — , seater — door on right 

(LHD) 

28d Microbus — / -sc,iter — door on right, 
sliding roof (LHD) 

311 Fast back (LHD) 

312 Fastback (RHD) 

313 Fastback, sliding roof (LHD) 

314 Fastback, sliding root (RHD) 

315 No tchback (L HD) 

316 No tchback (RHD) 

317 Notehback, sliding roof (LHD) 

31S Notehback, sliding roof (Rl ID) 

361 Variant (LHD) 

362 Variant (RHD) 

363 Variant, sliding roof (LHD) 

364 Variant, sliding roof (RHD) 

365 Variant "A" (LHD) 

366 Variant "A" (RHD) 

367 Variant "A", sliding roof (LHD) 

368 Variant "A", sliding roof (RHD) 

343 Type 3 Karmann Ghia (LHD) 

344 Type 3 Karmann Ghia (RHD) 

345 Type 3 Karmann Ghia, sliding roof 
(LHD) 

346 Type 3 Karmann Ghia, sliding roof 
(RHD) 

411 2-Door Saloon "L" (LHD) 

412 2-Door Saloon "L" (RHD) 

415 2-Door Saloon (LHD) 

416 2-Door Saloon (RHD) 


421 4-l)oor Saloon "L" (LHD) 

422 4-Door Saloon "L" (RHD) 

425 4-Door Saloon (LI ID) 

426 4-Door Saloon (RI ID) 

461 Variant "L" (LI ID) 

462 Variant "L" (RHD) 

465 Variant (LHD) 

466 Variant (Rl ID) 

t J Nf3: I hfpliv.itifd Type* Number) 

Volkswagen Production Figures (1945-1980) 

/ he Sir/fi’ broke till production records during lifetime. As 
aw he urn, until as late as !97 L the Beetle accounted for the 
majority of worldwide Votksuwgen priHiuciunh 


Year 

Beetle 

Total VW 

1945 

1,785 

1,785 

! 946 

10,020 

10,020 

1947 

8,987 

8,987 

1948 

19,244 

19,244 

1949 

46,146 

46,154 

1950 

SI,979 

90,038 

1951 

93,709 

105,712 

1952 

114,348 

136,013 

1953 

151,323 

179,740 

1954 

202,174 

242,373 

1955 

279,986 

329,893 

1956 

333,190 

395,690 

1957 

380,561 

472,554 

1958 

451,526 

557,088 

1959 

575,407 

705,243 


1960 

739,443 

890,673 

1961 

827,850 

1,007,1 i 3 

1962 

876,255 

1,184,675 

1963 

838,488 

1,209,591 

1964 

948,370 

1,410,715 

1965 

1,090,863 

1,542,654 

1966 

1,080,165 

1,583,239 

1967 

925,787 

1,300,761 

1968 

1,136,134 

1,707,402 

1969 

1,219,314 

1,830,018 

1970 

1,196,099 

1,989,422 

1971 

1,291,612 

2,071,533 

1972 

1,220,686 

1,895,192 

1973 

1,206,018 

1,927,809 

1974 

791,053 

1,778,738 

1975 

441,116 

1,649,895 

1976 

383,277 

1,862,711 

1977 

258,634 

1,806,750 

1978 

271,673 

1,439,000 

1979 

253,340 

1,397,000 

1980 

236,177 

— 

Beetle Chassis Numbers 1945-1979 

The chassis numbering system was changed in 1957 when ike nrw 
model near was deemed to start on 1st each war. \ umbers 

shown represent last unit forgiven month. 

Year 

July 

December 

1945 


1-053 814 

1946 


1 -063 796 

1947 


1-072 743 

1948 


1-091 921 

1949 


1-138 554 

1950 


1-220 133 

1951 


1-313 829 

1952 


1-428 156 

1953 


I -579 682 

1954 


1-781 884 

1955 


1 060 929 

1956 


1 394119 

1957 

1 600 440 

1 774 680 

1958 

2 020 302 

2 226 206 

1959 

2 528 282 

2 801 613 

1960 

3 204 566 

3 551 044 

1961 

4 010 994 

4 400 051 

1962 

4 854 999 

5 225 042 

1963 

5677 118 

6 016 120 

1964 

6 502 399 

115 410 000 

1965 

115 979 202 

116 463 103 

1966 

1161021 298 

H 7 422 503 

1967 

117 844 902 

118 431 603 

1968 

i 18 1016 098 

119 474 780 

1969 

i 191093 704 

i 10 2473 153 

1970 

110 3097 089 

111 2427 59 i 

1971 

111 3143 119 

112 2427 792 

1972 

112 2961 362 

113 2438 833 

1973 

113 3021 911 

114 2423 795 

1974 

114 2828 457 

115 2143 743 

1975 

1 15 2296 092 

116 2071 467 

1976 

116 2176 287 

117 2063 700 

1977 

117 2096 890 

118 2026 312 

1978 

*kPr 

119 2108 687 

1979 

1 19 212! 116 

11A 008 929 

1980 

11 A 0020 000 




i/ 
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Hold numbers mduali ,i 
major entry, wiih Ihi(H text 
and 11 ei tun's, Roman 
numbers irulit ate a text 
reference; italics .in 
iJIusI ration or 1 antion 
referent o. 


A 

Adler company 18 
Ambi Rudd romnany 30, 
31,32,44 

American Art ( enter 
College of Design I3H 
Audi company 3 38 
Audi 100 U? 

Austin company 26 
Austin Mmi I On 
Australian plant IfM, 105 
AilStro-Dairnler 12, 1 \ !8 
Austro-Daimler 4,4-litre JO 
Austro-Daimler Saschn 7 1 , 
13 

Austro-Dai mler In!pen form 

12 

Aiitcihv/imvr 19,27 
Autolatira 135 
Automobile Industry's 
I: \ pi >rl C i rci up st■<' G E i A 
AxiteMoto 132 
Auto-Union company 110 
\utoUnion racing car J3, 
19, 22 


B 

Bambus parcel shelf 57 
Becker Monza radio 57 
Belgian plant 105 
Benz & Cie 13 
Benz racing car (19241 10 
Berg, Gene 68 
Berlin Motor Show 1933 19 
Berlin Motor Show 1934 23 
Berlin Motor Show 1935 23 
Berlin Motor Show 1938 26 
Berlin Motor Show 1939 28 
Berlin Motor Show 1951 73 
Berryman, Wing 
Commander 47 
Big Beetle hy Volkswagen 
BMW 26 

Boehner, Ludwig 81 
Bosch fuel injection system 
117,120 

Bosch lights/lamps 16 
Bosch, Robert 117 
Brasilia Volkswagen 
Brasmotor 132 
Brazilian plant and 

pmd action 104,105, 110, 
117 r 124, 125,130, 131, 
132, 133, 134,134, 135, 
135,136,116, 137,137, 

138 

Brvcc, Captain (REME) 44 
"BulTi" jj Volkswagen 

c 

C hh o we Volkswagen 

Chrysler 132 

CKPkits m t 117, 128, 136 
C olbome-Baber, John 54 
Completely Knocked Down 
see CKD 

C i incept I see Volkswagen 
"( rotch coolers" f 8 t 76 

D 

Daimler 11,13 
Daimler Maja 12 
Daimler race car \\ 

Daimler Stuttgart 13 
Daimler SSK see Mercedes 
Da i m ler Benz l l, 27, 1 05 
Dehne fuel gauge 67 
Detroit Motor Show 1994 
138, 139, US, 141 1 144 
l/letefvrc Freres 104 


DKW 47 

Doyle, I lane. Be;nba< h u f > t 

72 

E 

Economy Beetle” sec 
Volkswagen 
Egger, Bela 10 
I’miiiii En hev 105, IQS, 
117, 121, \2\ t 122,123, 
126, 128/129 
Englewood Cliffs HQ 91 

F 

FaLkenhiiyn, Fritz von 14, 
18, 14, 22 

"Fastback" see 

Volkswagen 
Ferrari 64 

Feuereissen, Karl S3 
Fiat 22 

l ord company 47 
Ford, 1 lenry 19, 176, 124 
Ford, Henry 11 47 
Ford Model T 12, 707,109, 
111 

Ford 1940 coupe 68 
Franco, I Resident Itam.ir 
134,135 

Fusca stv Volkswagen 
Fuscao >cc Volkswagen 

G 

GE1A (Automobile 

Industry's Export Group) 
132 

Geneva Motor Show 1995 
ML 142, 144 


Hitler, Adolf 13, 19,79, 22, 
22, 23,23,24, 26, 27, 27, 
28, 29, 55,66,90, 1 11 
I f off man. Maximilian 60, 
60, 61 

J lumber factory 48 

I 

Indonesian plant 705 
Irish plant 105 

J 

Jaguar Ml, 64 
Jakob Lohner & Co ! L, 12 
Jeans Beetle see 
Volkswagen 
J ee p f C i ent-ral I \i rpc jsc 
V ehicle) 32,34 
Joseph l lebmuller and Sons 
see 1 iebimiller 
''Jubilee 1 ' Beetle see 
Volkswagen 

K 

K-l saloon see Volkswagen 
K-8 saloon see Volkswagen 
K-9 convertible see 
Volkswagen 
K-l 1 see Volkswagen 
K-10 (Type 64) sports car 
see Volkswagen 
K70 see Volkswagen 
Kaos, AloSlia 11 
Ka nrmnn com pa ny /factory 
48, 48, 49, 53, HI 66, 67, 

80 , 81, 82,94,105, 175, 

121,727, 125, 14(1, 144 
Karina mi Ghia sec 


Lange, (,coffrey 60, 61, 64 
Lending, Rudolph lo6, 107, 
109, 110,1 fS, 117, 133 

'Lermm” advertisement 
69, 72 

Ley, Robert 21, 28,19 
Liese, I Cauptsturmfuhrer 
30 

I joh ner, Lud wig 11, 12 
LohnerMixt 12 
Lolz, Kurt 100, 104, 706, 

107 , no 

Luigi Cianetti Hall 19 

M 

McEvoy, Colonel Michael 
44,48 

Malaysian plant 103 
Mareas Famosas dealership 
132, 133 

Matarazzo, Ed iiardn 132 
Mays, J. Carrul 138, 139, 
739, 143, 144, 145 
Moira, Lutio 132 
Mercedes-Benz 19, 22, 39, 
44 

Mercedes SS 13 
Mercedes SSK 17 
Mexican plant and 
production 105, 121, 124, 
J24, 125, 128, 728,129, 
729,130-131, 132,732, 
133,733, 138,140, 145 
Mini see Austin Mini 

N 

Neckarstilm company 107 
Neumann, John von 61 


" N;< >tc h ba ck *'e 
Volkswagen 
NSU-Audi 106 
NSU company 14, 18, 22, 
706, 107 
NSU Prinz 106 
NSli Type 32 72, B, 14-15 
18,19 


O 

Ck-t tinger corn pa ny 57 
Qkrasa engine conversion 

D/ 

Ope! company 26,49, 52, 

52 

Opel, Wilhelm von 26 
Os nab ruck plant see 
Karma nn 


F 

Paris Motor Show 1929 13 
Paris Motor Show 1947 49 
Paris Universal Exposition 
1900 11 

Paul VU Pope 90 
Paul, Marcel 53 
Peru via n pla n t 1 05, 124 , 
125 

Petri steering wheel 58 
Peugeot company 53 
Peugeot, Pierre 53 
Philippines plant 105, 125 
Pon, Ben 48, 49, 55,55,68, 
76, 78, 79,80,81 
Pope Paul VI 90 
Porsche company 138, 143 
Porsche 356 10 
Porsche 911 10 


111, 114 

Porsche. Ferry 16, >4, 38 
Porsche "flying wing 
aircraft engine 29 
Porsche* U > h ner C ha tse 10, 
11 

Po rsche, Os ka r It) 

Porsche Project No 12 17, 

18 

Porsche Project Mo 32 -o 
NSU Type 32 
Portuguese plant 105 

R 

Radc.lvffe. Colonel Charles 
R. 46, 46, 47,47, 48,49, 

J T- 7 1 J f T 1 

"Radclyffe Roadster 47, 
48, 49 

RDA (Reichsix'rtmnd her 
Deutschen 

Automata Industrie) 23, 
26, 27 

Reinispeiss, Franz 2n 
Renault 4CV 53,53,106 
RingeJ, Rudolph 47, 48 
Rometsch company 58, 73 
Rommel, Field-Marshal 51, 
34 

Bootes organization 47 
Routes- Sir William (Lord) 
47 

Royal Electrical and 
Mecliiinical I : ngineers 
(REME1 44 ,44 


( ioebbels. Dr. Joseph 2b 
Goering, Hermann 24 
Gbggomobile SI 
G t >1 si r e Vo l k swage n 

H 

Hahn, Carl 64, 65, IW, 129, 

m 

Hanover plant 105 
Hansa-Lloyd company 48 
1 iazet spare-wheel tool kit 
57, 62, 86 

Hebmuller, Joseph (and 
company) 48,49,49, 52, 
53, 58,59 
1 fella horns 63 
Hhtdenburg, J’resident von 

19 

1 Bnke, Manuel 64, 65 
1 first. Major Ivan 44,45,45, 
46, 4(7 , 47, 47, 48, 49, 52, 
53,55,60, 110,133 


Volkswagen 
Kassel plant 110, III 
KdF savings scheme see 
Sparkarie 

KdF-Stadt 29, 31,43,43,44 
scetdso Wolfsburg 
KdF-Wagen see 
Volkswagen 
KoUer, Peter J9,28 
Kommandeujwagon see 
Volkswagen 
Kiibdwagen see 
Volkswagen 


Lafferentz, Dr. Bobo 39 
La Grande Bug" see 


Volkswagen 


Neumover, Fritz 17, 18 
"New Beetle" see 
Volkswagen 
New Zealand plant 105 
Nigeria n plant f 7 7,121, 
J24, 725 

Nordhoff, Heinz 49,50, 52, 
52, 53, 54, 54, 55,55,60, 
61, 64, 65, 73, 76, 77, 81, 
82, 84, 85,90, 90,100,101, 
104,110, 132 


Porsche Bureau 13 
Porsche, Dr, Ferdinand 10, 
10,11,12,13, 14, 16, 16, 
17, 18, 78, 19,79, 20,22, 



. 
























INDEX 





S 

Salinas, ['resident 129 
Sauer Wolfgang 133 
Scania-Vabis company 104 
Schmidt, Werner P. 133 
Schmiieker* Karl 45 
Schmucker, Turn 45, 115, 
117 

Schulenburg, Count von 
19, 28 

Schultx-Wenk, Friedrich 
110,132, 133 
Schwimm wagon see 
Volkswagen 
Siemens com pa n y 1 43 
Silver Edition Beetle see 
Volkswagen 
Singapore pin nt 103 
Skoda 49 

South African plant 104, 
105, 125 

Sparkfitfer see Volkswagen 
Spsirkarte savings scheme 
29, 29,39,90, 91 
SP-2 sports car sec 
Volkswagen 
"Squareback" see 
Volkswagen 
Stey r company 13 
Stevr Austria 5.3-lttre 11 , 
13 

"Stickshift" see 
Volkswagen 
Stolz, Kad 90 
Super Beetle see 
Volkswagen 
Svenskzi Volkswagen AB 
104 


T 

I'argti Flotio 10, 11 
Tekhoiv, Gauleiter ] l l 
"Tiling, ihe ,J see 
Volkswagen 

' Think Small advertising 
campaign 72 

Thomas, Freeman 138, i 39, 
139, 143,144, 145 
Thompson, lose 132 
Tomax, CT, 132 
Trekker, lhe see 
Volkswagen 
1 riple White Cabriolet 
see Volkswagen 
Trut/ coach works 30 
"20 Million" badge 132 

u 

United Electrical Company, 
Vienna 10, I t 
Uruguay plant 105, 124, 

125 

V 

Van de Kamp, Wtil 61,63, 
n4, 64, 65 

Vaughn (Swedish dealer) 

55 

Venezuelan plant 105,124, 
125 

Victory WagerT 55 

Voigh dander camera plant 
5 ? 

Volkswagen models: 

1948 Type I Saloon 50- 
51, 144 ,145 

1949 "export" Beetle 76 

1950 Beetle 72,73, 76 


1953 Type i Saloon 62- 

63, 74, 78 

1955 Type 2 ambulance 
77,81 

1955 Type 2 Deluxe 77 

1955 I ype 2 

Koiubi/range 76, 77, 
78-79, 80, 81,85, 85, 86, 
89,97, 97,99, lot, 

105, 106, 128, 132, M4 
1955 Type 2 motor 
caravan Hi 

1955 Type 2 pick-up 300 

1955 Type 2 Samba 79, 

85 

1956 Type 15 Cabriolet 
66-67 

1957 Beetle 80 

1957 Export Saloon (US 
Market) 70-71 
1959 Export Saloon 74-75 
1959 Type I Karmann 
Chin 80, 81, St, 82-83, 
101 

1961 Beetle 85, 87(i), 88 

1962 Type 1 Saloon 86-87 

1963 Beetle 96 

1964 Beetle 96 

1965 Beetle 96 

1966 1300 Sa I oc m 9 2-93 

1966 1300 Cabriolet 94- 
95, 96 

1967 Beetle 96, 100 
1967 1500 Saloon 97,96- 

99,100 

1967 Sparkiifcr "Economy 
Beetle" 100, 105, 115 

1968 Beetle 97,100,101, 
118 


1951 Export Saloon 56-57 

1952 Stoll Coupe 58-59 

1953 Beetle 73, 77 


1968 "Stickshifr Beetle 
97, 101 

1968 Type 1 Saloon 102- 
103 

1970 Beetle 107 

1971 Beetle 107, 107, 108, 
108, 109,110 

1972 Beetle 110 

1973 Beetle 115 

1974 Beetle 116 

1974 Super Beetle 112- 
113 

1975 Beetle 117, J 25 

1975 Ty pe 1 Salot m 118- 

119 

1976 Beetle 121 

W7H I vpe 3 Saloon 122- 

123 



1979 Type I Cabriolet 
1 26- 1 27 

1981 Silver Edition Beetle 
132 

1985 "Jubilee" Bn tie 
129, 132, Ml 
1990 Mexkan I ype 1 
130-131 

1995 C oni ept I C abnr ilH 
140-141, 142 
Beetle taxi 129 
Big Beetle 115 
Brasilia 128, 133, J.34 
( liampagne cabriolet 
lit, 124 
Chico 13$, 139 
Concept 1 1 11, 138, 3 39, 
139, 140-141, 142, 142 , 
143, 143, 144, 144, 145, 
145 

"Epilog" cabriolet 124, 

124 

Fusca 133, L34, 135, 135, 

136, 136, 137 ,137 
Eu scan 133 
Go! 137 

Golf (Rabbit) 91,106, 

114, 116, 121,124, 126, 
128 > 144, 145 
Golf Turbo Diesel 129 
Jeans Beetle 111, 115 
Jetta see Vento 
K-l saloon 42 
K-8 saloon 42 
K-9 convertible 42 
K-10 Cl vpe 64) sports car 
38 ,42 
K-11 42 

K70 706, 107, 109, ] 16 
Kd F-lVagen 16, 20,12 r 
23, 26, 28, 29, 29, 30, 32, 
36,38,39, 39, 42, 43, 44, 
45, 72,76, 77, 80, 90, 

100 see also K- series 
KdF-Wagen (Type 66) 42 
KdF-Wagen (Type 67) 12 
Kommn nd our wa ge n 
(Type 877) 38,36,39, 
40] 43 

Kiibchvagen (Type 82) 

30,30, 31,3J t 32-33,34, 
34, 38, 40, 40,42, 43,44, 
45,46, 47, 62,64, 69, 76, 
77,81, 86 

Kubdwagen (Typo 155) 
38 ,39 

Kubelvvagen (Type 157) 
38 

“La Grande Bug" 121 
"Now Beetle" see 
Concept I 
Passat 177, 145 
Fob 126, 137, 144 
Rabbit sec Golf 
Schwimmwagen (f'ype 
128} 34, 34, 35, .35,38, 
38, 39 

Sch w i m mwagen (Type 
16(9 34,35, 36-37, 38, 
50, 62, 77, 86 
Sc i roc co 106, 116, 126 
SP-2 sports car 133,134 
Triple White" ( abriuJet 
120, 121, 124 
Thing see Type 181 
Trekker see Type 181 
1200 Beetle 109, 115, 119, 
120 

IKKJ Beetle 96,97, 97 
1302/13025 Beetle (Super 
Beetle) 107, 107, 108, 
108, 109, 115, 118, 119, 
134, 145 

1303 range 108, 110, I 11, 
111, 114, 115, 112-113, 
114, 115, 1JH, 118, 119, 
120, 134, 145 
"1303 Big" 11J 


I ype I see KdF-Wagen 
lypo 3 iVW 15001 88, H9, 
89,97, 97, 99, 100, 104, 
106, 133 

Type 3 "i asthack" 89 
] ype 3 Kar niann (llija 
101 , 105 

1 ype 3 “Notchback" 89, 
89, 100 

Type 3 "S< i u a reba ck" 89, 
134 

I ype 4 range (VW 411, 
VW 412) 100,101, 104, 
I03, 106 , WS, urn, no, 

111, 134 

Type I I see KdF-Wagen 
I ype 2 J see KtiU4wagon 
(Type 82) 

Ty pe 51 ee K u bd wa gt i\ 
(Type 82E) 

Type 53 see Kubdwagen 
(Type 82E) 

Typo 55 see Kubel wagon 
(Type 82E) 

Type 60 see KdF-Wagen 
Type 82 30,30,31 
Type 64 see K-l0 sports 
car 

Ty pe 66 st r KJf -W a gen 
(Type 66) 

Type 67 see KdF-Wagen 
* (Type 67) 

Ty pe 82 $ ee K ii be 1wa ge n 
(Type 82) 

Type 82 E 38,40-41,42, 
43,46,50 
Type 87 see 

Kommandeurwagen 
(Type 877) 

Type 92 43 
Type 128 see 
Schwimmwagen 
(Type 128) 

Type 155 see 

Kubelwagcn (Tv pe 
155) 

Type 157 see 

Kubehvflgcn (Type 
157) 

Type 166 see 
Schwim ni vvage n (Tv pe 
166) 

Type 181 

'(Thing/Trekker) 725 
Type 230 43 
Type 330 43 
Type 331 43 
Type 332 43 
Type 877 see 

Kommandeurwagen 
Variant 133 
Vento (Jetta) 145 

V series 23, 24 , 27, 42 

V i saloon 16,26 
V2 series 42 

V2 (VW2) 

cabriolet/ convertible 
16, 18, 24, 26 
V3 (VW3) series 16,26, 
42 

V3-I 42 
V3-1I 42 
V3-III 42 

VW30 series 16, 17, 18, 
27, 30,42, 72 
VW3H series 17,26,27, 

27 f 28,41, 42, 51, r>6, 

122 

VW38 cabriolet 18, 77, 

23,24-25 

VW38 saloon 18,20-21, 

22,30 

VW39 28, 42 
VW62 30 

VW 41 I m e Type 4 range 
VW 412 ci Tyjx* 4 range 
Yellow and Ok it k ICh er 
Beetle 111 , I 15 


Volkswagen of Mexico 128 
mv also Mexican plant 
and production 
Volkswagen of Brazil 110 
$eeako Bra/than plant 
and production 
Vo 1 k s wa gt *n of A mer i c a 
< V VVoA) 64, 64, 65, 68, 

68, 69, 69, 70, 71, 72, 91, 
91, 138, 139, 13% 142, 143 
jlfcswageii of America 
Design ( enter 118, I 19 
Volkswagen of C anada 91 
Vorwig, Wilhelm 27 

W 

Wa 11 er, H er n ianri 14 5 
Wanderer Auto Company 
16 

Werffn, Jakob 22 
Werner, C h ristian 1 0 

Westmoreland, 

Pennsvlvania factory 9J 

■* 

WjJhelm Kami ann GmbH 
see Karma nn 
Wolf, Rainer 135 
Wiilfeburg AutoN1 useum 
14, 14 , 20, 24,133 
Wolfsburg crest 59, %, 99, 
144 

Wolfsburg factory 43,43, 
44, 44, 45, 45, 46, 46, 47, 
47, 48, 48, 49, 52, 53, 54, 
55, 55, 61, 65, 77, HI , 84, 
84, 83,^5,90, 91, 100, 101, 
105,106, 107, 109, 110, 
M0, M4, 117, 117, 121, 
121, 123 , 128, 12$, 129, 
132, 133, 137, 138, 145 


Y 

Yellow and Black Racer see 
Volkswagen 


z 

Zirnd app compan y 15.14. 
17,18 

ZiindappType 12 12 
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The definitive illustrated history of a true worldbeater 


from 


Discover the full story of the amazing VW Beetle 

pre-war KdF-Wagen to today's New Beetle 

» 

Featuring full-colour studio photography of 26 
milestone models 


Special feature: a colour technical appendix illustrating 
chronologically the major design modifications 
made during the Beetle's lifetime 
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